Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



llllllllllll 



600041979- 

33. 



/4. 



Vji^v 



LITURGICA: 



A COURSE OF NINE LECTURES 

ON THE LITURGY OF 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 



BY THE REV. JOHN AYRE, A M. 

OF OONTILLB AND CAIUS COLLSOS, CAMBRIDOS, 
CUBATB OV SDMONTON, AND DOMBSTIC CHAPLAIN TO THK 
RIGHT HONOURABLB THB BARL OF RODBN. 



PUBLISHED BY R. B. SEELEY AND W. BURNSIDE 
AND SOLD BY L. B. SEELEY AND SONS, 
FLEET STREET, LONDON. 
MDCCCXXXIII. 



/4- 






L. B. SBBLBV AWO ••!••, WBfMN OKBBN, 
mAMBS OlWOir, tBBRBT. 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE EARL OF RODEN, K. P. 

» 

WHOSE INDEFATIGABLE EFFORTS 

TO PROMOTE THE CAUSE OF VITAL GODLINESS 
ARE GRATEFULLY RECOGNIZED BY 

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

THIS VOLUME 

IS, WITH HIS KIND PERMISSION, 

RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 

BY HIS LORDSHIP'S MOST OBUGED AND FAITHFUL SERVANT, 

THE AUTHOR. 



PREFACE. 



The discourses in this volume were delivered 
in the parish church of Edmonton, during the 
winter of 1830-1, They were intended to 
explain, in a familiar and devotional manner, 
the daily service of our church. 

A few notes will be found appended. The 
object of these is to trace, in some instances, 
the accordance of our ritual with the practice 
of antiquity; and to reply to certain objec- 
tions, urged against the constitution and for- 
mularies of the church, which have not been 
touched on in the Lectures. 



The volume is of very plain pretensions ; 
but in days when our venerable establishment 
is assailed on every side, it ought hardly to 
be deemed presumption in any one of her 
affectionate sons, if he is prevailed on to state 
openly his cordial attachment to her prin- 
ciples. And it is most important to use 
every means of making all the members of 
her communion acquainted with the scriptural 
grounds on which her ordinances rest, and 
of enabling' them to render a reason why 
tbey thus worship their fathers' God. 

The reader must not expect originality in 
these lectures. Every objection that is now 
made to the church, has been heretofore 
advanced, and heretofore refuted. The author 
has therefore availed himself of the assist- 
ance of several earlier labourers in the same 
field. He is indebted chiefly to the 'ju- 
dicious Hooker -,' he is indebted also to 
Shepherd, and Nicholls on the Common 
Prayer ; to L'Estrange on the Alliance of 
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Divine OflSces ; to Wilks's Correlative Claims 
and Duties ; to Cawood's Church of England 
and Dissent ; and to some other works, to 
which he has always, he believes, inserted 
a reference. 

He would only add, that it is his earnest 
prayer, that this little work may receive the 
blessing of that gracious God, who often, in 
the accomplishment of his purposes,-, chooses 
to employ the feeblest instruments. 

Edmonton^ 
April 23, 1833. 
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LECTURES, &c. 



LECTURE I. 



ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF A PRESCRIPT FORM 

OF WORSHIP. 



HOSEA XIV. 2. 

Take with you words, and turn to the Lord* 

That the service we pay to God ought to be 
a reasonable service, must be evident to the 
plainest capacity. And not only, in itself, it 
should be reasonable, but it is incumbent on 
him who offers it, to understand why it is so. 
For the purest rites are not more profitable 
than the most unmeaning ceremonies, if the'' 
worshipper approaches the throne of God with 
a " blinded mind.'* Those very words, which 

B 
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Christ hath consecrated to his people's per- 
petual use, may be, and, it is to be appre* 
hended, often are, recited in a spirit that 
renders them the vain oblation which the Lord 
has denounced as abomination in his sight. 

Under this persuasion, it has occurred to 
me, that it might not be unadvisable to direct 
our attention, for a few successive Sunday 
evenings, to the devotional explanation — this 
is the view I would particularly take — of our 
litnrgical services. Some of us may, perhaps, 
be hence enabled to see the reasons of many 
things heretofore ill- understood, and be led, 
by the divine blessing, to " pray with the 
spirit, and with the understanding also." 

In the present introductory discourse, some 
general observations may, I think, with ad- 
vantage, be made on the expediency of a 
prescribed form of worship, which will serve 
■to prepare the way for the future more par- 
ticular consideration of the several parts of 
our service. To-night, our eye shall grasp the 
whole goodly fabric of our temple ; we will 
I view, as it were, from a distance, the august 
bnt simple grandeur of the sacred pile, whose 
massy walls are based on the foundations 
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which no human hands have laid, and whose 
lofty piunacles may point us to a world above : 
— hereafter, we wilt approach more near, we 
will take the measuring' reed, and scan her 
fair proportions ; we will "walk about" our 
" Zion, and go round about her; we will tell 
the towers thereof, and mark well her bul- 
warks, that we may tell it to the generation 
following." 

Id pursuing such a plan, I must strongly 
disclaim a controversial spirit : I am far from 
intending rudely fo attack or censure the 
mode in which other Christians may think it 
right to adore their Maker : but as an affec- 
tionate son of the church, I hope I may be 
permitted to express ray conscientious con- 
viction, that her's is the "more excellent 
way : " — and, as addressing professed members 
of ber communion, I may furnish them with 
reasons, why thus they worship the God of 
their fathers, without being suspected of in- 
tolerance, or of desiring to rouse you to a 
conflict with your brethren. 

May God mercifully crown my humble 
labours with his abundant blessing ! 

It is my intention at present, 
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I. To speak of the authority we have for 
deeming a form of prayer expedient : and 

II. To take a brief general view of the 
eir cum stances, under which our Liturgy was 
composed. 

I. To the first point, " Let all things," 
Bays the Apostle, "be done decently, and in 
order." ' To render divine worship orderly, 
it is needful that, in every congregation, some 
one person be the spokesman of the whole, in 
whose addresses to the Deity all the assembly 
may join, with one heart and one mind. For 
if each man were at liberty to form his own 
petitions, it would generate irrepressible con- 
fusion ; it would break that, which should 
have been one united act of public worship, 
into numberless insulated acts of private prayer; 
it would frustrate the purpose of the assem- 
bling of ourselves together, andrender vain the 
promise of the Lord, " If two of you shall 
agree on earth as touching any thing that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven." * It is clear then. 
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that the freedom of public prayer is to be so 
far restrained, that the congregation roust be 
content to pray in the ivords, and at the dic- 
tation, of another. The question, which now 
arises, is, whether the minister shall offer a 
precomposed address, or pour forth his own 
unwritten, unpremeditated thoughts f — which 
is best adapted to give glory to God, and 
to cherish a devotional spirit in man t 

The principal, in fact almost the 
argument against a form of prayer is, that 
it must needs be general ; that it cannot bend 
to the peculiar and special wonts of times and 
seasons, and must therefore often be either 
defective, or unsuited to the occasion. But 
this objection is invalidated in few words. 
Public prayer must be general ^ its very end 
is to confess common sins, to supplicate com- 
mon mercies, to offer up the praises of a 
whole congregation, for the gifts bestowed 
upon the Church at large. He that will des- 
cend to very minute particulars, must " enter 
into his closet, and shut his door, and" there 
" pray to his Father who seeth in secret," 
It is in the silence of retirement, that personal 
sins must be acknowledged, and private bless- 
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I: 
of prayer ? Because she conceives that the 
juuited wisdom and piety of many, matured 
by attentive deliberation, are more likely to 
order a service acceptable to God, and useful 
to the congregation, than the spontaneous 
aspirations of any individual, however great 
' his talents, however deep his devotion. For 
^^^ though God has promised to be with his people, 
^^^B more especially his ministering servants, and 
^^^v to be to them " a mouth, and wisdom, and a 
^^^K door of utterance," yet such divine assistance 
^^^B vas never intended to supersede the necessity 
^^^p of diligent exertion. God works hy means, 
^^^ and not without them ; be has given us facul- 
ties and natural endowments to employ for 
him, the careful use of which he may be 
expected to bless : and therefore all the pains 
and preparation we can bring, are, on our 
part, needful, if we would entertain a reason- 
able expectation that our " labour shall not 
I he in vain in the Lord." The injunction to 

I the Apostles ' not to premeditate, and the 

^^H promise that in the hour of their necessity it 
^^B should be given them what they should 
^^^B^>eak, were plainly, in their literal import, 
^^B ■ Mark 
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applicable only to t)ie peculiar times and 
circamstances in wliich they stood when tbcy 
were brought before governors and kings, 
for their Mastc^r's sake, and cannot without 
manifest violence to our Saviour's meaning, 
be made to refer to ordinary cases. And 
therefore, should we choose to throw away 
all helps, and reject all preparation, we 
should almost universally find, and the rare 
exceptions would only confirm the rule, that 
snch, from the infirmity of our nature, is the 
dispersion of our thoughts, the imperfection 
of our devoutest feelings, that much that is 
important would be omitted, and much that is 
irrelevant, be introduced. 

Nor are we to forget the peculiar intent of 
prayer. God has ordained it as the channel, 
through which he bestows his favours: not as 
though he were hard to be prevailed on, or re- 
qnired our supplications to change his purpose; 
but that our hearts, by the confession of our 
guilt, jmay be bowed down in deeper humility ; 
by the enumeration of our wants, may more 
simply rest upon his mercy ; by the recital of his 
lundness, may be warmed into a holier fervour 
of thanksgiving. In private, we are at liberty 
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to use our discretion, and to employ the means 
best suited lo our own individual temperament ; 
in public, we must consider our brethren, , and 
pursue that mode which most reasonably may 
be thought to contribute to the edification 
of the whole. Now I ask, which are most 
litely to unite, in pious and serious devotion, 
a mingled multitude, among whom are many 
cold and worldly hearts, and many captious 
and criticising spirits,' — the raw efi'usions of the 
instant, without order or plan, or those ma- 
jestic, well-proved prayers, in which holy men 
of old, confessors and martyrs, have held near 
communion with God, and found him present 
to relieve their necessity? We must remem- 
ber also, with whom we have to do. The 
volubility of a beggar may often, by dint of 
mere importunity, compel our hand to give 
that which our judgment would withhold — but 
God is not so to be wrought on ; the devotion 
with which we approach him, though intense, 
should be calm ; the petitions we present, 
though earnest, must be sober ; lest putting 
forth, like Uzzah, an unhallowed hand upon 
the ark, we receive, not a blessing, but a 
judgment. 
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If it be urged that every individual minister 
migbt premeditate aud carefully prepare the 
prayers for his flock, as he does^ his pulpit 
addresses, we reply, that these are essen- 
tially different. lu the pulpit, we have a wider 
Seld to traverse, and the knowledge and hubils 
of different congregations require different 
modes of instruction, — we have " milk for 
babes," and " strong meat" for those that are 
of riper years ; — we are then to come down to 
minute and individual detail, that as " faith- 
ful and wise stewards," we may divide to 
every man " his portion of meat in due sea- 
gon :" — whereas in public prayer, as we have 
seen, we must keep more to generalities, and 
thus have less variety of subject on which to 
expatiate. And if each shepherd might lead 
his flock by a separate road, where would be 
that beautiful and blessed union in which we 
now assemble i It is a delightful thought, 
that while ive are on our knees, ten thousand 
other gathered multitudes are kneeling too, 
and from them all, one touching cry ascends 
to heaven, " Have mercy upon us, miserable 
sinners." And even if diversity were no ob- 
jection, surely he must be bold who could 
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hope, however eminent his talents, or high 
his piety, or close his study, to match himself 
ungle-haoded with men, some of the holiest 
and the wisest that the world hath seeu. We 
might easily divine to whom the palm would 
be assigned — -but of this more hereafter. 

There is another point to which I would 
shortly advert, and that is, the importance 
of a chnrch's possessing formularies, by which 
her opinions may be gathered, and her piety 
displayed. It is not sufBcient to have sanc- 
tioned a confession, like our apostolic articles ; 
these are, indeed the witness of our faith — but 
we must have our daily bread, — we must have 
the doctrines of the gospel not only in their 
abstract principles, but embodied in our con- 
atant nourishment, and applied to the relief 
of our hourly necessities : and therefore the 
Church, like her Master, both teaches us what 
to believe, and instructs us how to pray ; she 
puts words into our month, and herself leads 
U8 to the throne of God. The Articles may 
be disregarded, — hut the daily service must be 
ever before the world : it is an " epistle," as 
it were, " known and read of all men." 

I think these plain reasons may suffice, why 
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our Church hath authorized a Liturgy. I 
would here only add, that it was not an inso- 
Tation. ^ III every age of the Christian church 
liturgies have been used ; - in the Jewish 
synagogues there was a prescript form of 
service ; certain lessons were marked out, 
certain prayers appointed, and some of these, 
yet extant, are believed to have been in use 
in the time of Jesus Christ. But why need 
I appeal to other authority than that which ' 
the Scripture furnishes i " As though God 
himself (says the veneraljle Hooker ^) did not 
frame to his priests the very speech, where- 
with they were charged to bless the people; 
or as if our Lord, even of purpose to prevent 
this fancy of extemporal and voluntary prayers, 
had not left us, of his own framing, one which 
might remain both as a part of the church 
Liturgy, and serve as a pattern whereby to 
frame all other prayers with efficacy, yet with- 
out superfluity of words." 

I think I need not pursue this topic farther: 
and therefore I proceed — secondly, to take a 



' Vide Hsrtwell Home's 



' Eccles. Pol, Book v, chap. iSt 
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brief general view of the way in which our 
Liturgy was composed. 

When the Reformers first came to their 
work, they found the service-book over-run 
with errors, legends, and monstrous super- 
stitions. Hence it was their duty, on the 
one hand, to purge it from these deformities, 
and on the other, to be cautious, lest, in prun- 
ing, they destroyed the tree. For eyen in 
the Romish missals, were intermingled many 
holy prayers, and many passages of Sacred 
Scripture. To preserve the good, aud to cast 
the bad away, was therefore the wisdom of the 
compilers of our Liturgy. That they retained 
anything has sometimes been urged as a com- 
plaint against them ^ with how much reason, 
let any man of common candour estimate ; for 
Purely the hands of the Romanists cannot have 
contaminated the inspired word. It was the 
principle of Cranmer to proceed with moderate 
and cautious steps, and therefore in the first 
book which he, in conjunction with certain other 
divines, compiled, there were several excres- 
cences to be afterwards lopped off, and several 
deficiencies to be afterwards supplied. In the 
interval, the judgment of the most eminent 
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RefornierB, foreigners, as well as natives, was 
appealed to ; and then a public revision was 
nndertaken, and a second book produced, 
which differs, on the whole, but tittle from 
the one now in use. But a sform of perse- 
cution soon arose, and many of the compilers 
sealed with their blood the faith they had 
maintained. This should commend their work 
to our more affectioDute remembrance. I 
know it is the maxim of the present age, to 
contemn the authority of the past, and to set 
at nought the wisdom of our fathers ■ but who 
can contemplate those reverend men, throwing 
off the trammels of superstition, with which 
they bad been shackled from their youth ; 
boldly confessing Christ in the face of oppo- 
sition ; loving not their lives unto the death, 
but readily, in defence of the doctrines of our 
Liturgy, yielding up their bodies to the tor- 
mentor, in hope of a better resurrection : 
who, I say, can contemplate those reverend 
men, who can read their writings, rich, full, 
and apostolic, inBnitely beyond the degenerate 
productions of later days, and not conceive an 
almost enthusiastic veneration for their names I 
I envy not the man who can hesitate to give 
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them honour, and to " esteem them very highly 
in love for their work's sake." ' Whom God," 
(says the great divine already quoted) ' hath 
endued with principal gifts to aspire unto 
knowledge by, whose exercises, labours, and 
divine studies he hath so blest, that the 
world for their great and rare skill that way, 
hath them in singular admiration ; may we 
reject even their judgment, as being utterly 
of no moment I for my own part, I dare not 
80 lightly esteem of the church, and of the 
principal pillars therein,' ' 

To three diligent and careful reviews has 
our Liturgy in later days been subjected : those 
expressions which might reasonably seem to 
give offence, have beeu altered, and those ad- 
ditions have been made which circumstances 
appeared to require. And now we have it, a 
glorious standard of truth : we dare not call 
it perfect, for we know that no uninspired 
writing can have claim to perfection, but we 
might challenge the world to shew us fairer 
features, or more beauteous symmetry: we 
Leannot, when we look at it, but adore the 

' Haokcr's Ecdesinstica] Polity, Book ii. chap. 7. 
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luudness of Him that hath helped us, and 
say, " Truly this hath God wrought."' It i» 
true that some blemishes have been found, or 
fancied ; but we need not wooder at it ; and 
perhaps the champions of our church have 
been too careful to stand only on the defensive. 
It may fairly be retorted — Are your prayers 
perfect ? And when frivolous objections are 
gravely urged, the rebuke of our Saviour 
may properly ^be applied, " He that is with- 
out sin let him first cast a stone." 

In this introductory general sketch, I have 
endeavoured to prepare the way for the more 
devotional consideration of the various parts 
of our daily service. I would only now, by 
way of APPLICATION, remind you, " that to 
whom muck is given, of them shall much be 
required." 

You are the children of the church, sealed 
with her seal, and tended by her care. She 
has nurtured you in her bosom, provided yon 
with many opportunities of spiritual improve- 
ment; she has caused you to "take with you 
words," that you might " turn unto the 
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Lord," and has allotted you many precious 
talents, an account of which will be required 
at your hand. Let me ask how you have 
employed the privileges which distinguish you 
above the heathen and the Jew? For they 
shall be of no avail, if you have neglected to 
improve them. The Pharisees, who boasted 
of being Abraham's seed, were reproved by 
the Baptist, who assured them that God was 
able of the very stones " to raise up children 
nnto Ahraham." And so these blessings, if 
you despise them, shall be taken from you, 
and given to a people producing better fruit 
than you. " Many shall come from the east 
and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob," while you, " the chil- 
dren of the kingdom, shall be cast out into 
outer darkness ; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth." For God will not be 
mocked. The petitions you utter, if your 
heart go not along with them, are an insult 
to his face. You cannot be condemned to so 
light a doom as a wicked heathen, since you 
must offend against repeated warnings, and 
well- remembered invitations; and we know 
that he who ■' knew his Lord's will, and pre- 
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pared not himself, shall be beaten with many 
stripes." 

But, beloved, we hope " better things of 
you, and thing's that accompany salvation, 
though we thus speak." Still let me caution 
you, my Christian brethren, against that list- 
lessness of spirit, which is too often found to 
creep into our devotion, and eat out the marrow 
of our prayers— let me exhort you to offer 
to the Lord " a pure offering." I know that 
your strength is perfect weakness, but I know 
. that God's " Spirit helpeth your infirmities :" 
I know that Christ "ever liveth to make 
intercession for you." Through Him, your 
petitions shall be effectual, and grace, mercy, 
and peace shall be multiplied upon you. And 
ere long, the time shall arrive when no dis- 
cordant note shall mar the harmony of your 
worship. Translated from the church on earth, 
to the church in heaven, you shall " come 
unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
an innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and church of the first-born, 
which are written in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 
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made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of 
the new covenant." There shall you cast your 
crowns before his feet, and worship him for 
ever and ever.* 

1 Vide Note C. 



LECTURE II. 



ON THE CONFESSION OF SIN. 



IJOHN 1. 8,9. 

If toe £ay that we have no sin, we deceivi 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sijis, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 



The first part of true devotion is humiliation 
before God. He that comes requiring; as a 
right, that which is offered as a favour, cannot, 
sorely, find acceptance with the Lord, who 
" resisteth the proud, and giyeth grace to the 
humble." Man, however, is naturally indis- 
posed to this humility ; he is almost always 
prepared to justify himself, and to plead that 
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he has " kept all the commandments from his 
youth up." But as he who is in health, or at 
least -who imagines himself in health, does not 
seek the aid of a physician, or value his medi- 
cines, so the sinner, who does not feel the 
burden of his guilt, cannot understand or duly 
appreciate the blessings of the Gospel. Like 
the ancient Pharisees ' he says, I see, and 
therefore his "sin remaineth." The simple 
purpose of the gospel is, our restoration to 
the favour of God, " God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself : " and thus 
he who does not think that he has forfeited 
that favour by transgression, altogether mis- 
apprehends the object of the Father in giving 
us his Son. Hence it is the principal aim of 
scripture to awaken in us a lively sense of our 
naturally lost condition. To this end it relates 
the history of our first parents' fall, and by a 
multitude of examples, shows us, how, in con- 
sequence, in every man, " the flesh lusteth 
against the Spirit : " to this end it expounds the 
law of God, as requiring a perfect obedience, 
in deed, and word, and thought, and declares 

■ Vide John Ix. 41. 



that " whosoever shall oiTend in one point, 
he is guilty of all." For it knows that, if 
light have so far broken in upon the mind, 
then Christ's salvation will be apprehended as 
a good, and anxiously desired, and therefore 
that men will then "look unto" him, that 
they may "he saved." The law is thus a 
"schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that 
we may be justi&ed by faith." 

No text can more strongly confirm this 
view than that which I have selected for our 
present consideration ; it might, one would 
imagine, convince all who bow to the authority 
of sacred scripture, that " there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one." I shall, in the fol- 
lowing discourse, apply the explanation of 
this passage to illustrate that portion of onr 
daily service, which I may, I think, without 
impropriety, term the penitential part : I shall 
shew you how faithfully our liturgy is modelled 
on the scripture : and I shall call you to give 
earnest heed, lest your own words arise to 
bear testimony against you. That part of the 
service to which I have alluded, extends from 
the commencement, to those versicles which 
'mmediately succeed the Lord's prayer. May 
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^^^V. the evenings meditation be not without a 

^^^B gracious blessing ! 

^^^K Mj text divides itself into two branches : 

^^^H I. The necessity of confession. 

^^^B II. The assurance of pardon. 

^^^H I. With respect to the confession of sin, 
^^^Kit is not my intentiqn to enter on a longer 
^^^H discussion, than merely to state the doctrine 
^^^H of human depravity, and to coofirni the state- 
^^^^ ment by scripture proofs. 

The doctrine is, that man has lost the per- 
fection of his nature. To have a clear under- 
standing of this truth, we must premise, that 
as God cannot be the author of evil, Adam 
was created good, he enjoyed the divine ap- 
probation, his heart was right with God, he 
had in him a moving principle of holiness, 
which God contemplated with complacency; 
and as long as his actions flowed from this 
•aource, they were consequently holy. But, by 
his transgression, he forfeited the approbation 
of his Maker, and brought upon himself wrath 
and condemnation, his prevailing inclination 
to good was gone, and instead, he was swayed 
by an inclination to evil. For, says Solomon, 
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" God made man uprig'ht, but they hare sought 
out many inventions." ' 

This evil inclination exists in all Adam's 
descendants. On this point the scripture is 
abundantly decisive. " By one man's dis- 
oi)edience many were made sinners,"^ "In 
Adam all die."» "What is man, that he 
should be clean? and he that is born of a 
woman, that he should be righteous t " * "I 
was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me."^ " The imagination 
of man's heart is evil from his youth." ^ " The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked." ' " I know that in me, 
(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 

thing."^ "We alt were by nature the 

children of wrath, even as others." 9 1 might 
cite innumerable passages of similar import ; 
but I submit it to your candid consideration 
whether those already appealed to, do not 
sufficiently establish the fact, that our nature 
is depraved ; not merely that we follow Adam, 
but that we inherit from him, and bring into 



the world with us, an unholy and corrupt prin- 
ciple of action ; or, in the admirably distinct 
words of the Ninth Article, that there is ' a 
fault and corruption of the nature of every 
man, that naturally is engendered of the off- 
spring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone 
from original righteousness, and is, of his own 
nature, inclined to evil, and therefore, in every 
person born into this world, it deserveth God's 
wrath and damnation.' 

Many controversies have been raised about 
the extent or degree of this corruption, but, as 
it appears to me, with little reason. It is idle 
to contend about the extent of a principle ; it 
admits of no degrees; it is good, or it is bad, 
aud there can be no medium : it is not good, 
as we have seen ; therefore it is evil, or 
directly opposed to God. The effects indeed 
of this principle may be more or less extensive 
and perceptible; for though "all we like 
sheep have gone astray," yet some, by per- 
sonal disobedience, have wandered farther 
than others. This distinction should never 
be lost sight of. The nature, the inclination, 
is entirely depraved in all men, and hence the 
actions are in all men evil: "all our righteous- 
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oesses are as filthy rags." Some men indeed 
have not run to- such excess of riot and un- 
cleanness as others, yet so far as that " every 
mantli must be stopped, and all the world 
become guilty before God." Here then we 
see the necessity of confession. For so great 
is the mercy of the Lord, that though he 
might justly doom us to the torturiug flame, 
yet he calls us to repentance, and graciously 
promises that in hiin there shall be " plen- 
teous redemption." " Turn ye, (is his ex- 
postulating voice) turn ye from your evil ways: 
why will ye die t " And true repentance, it 
mast be observed, is not merely the fear and 
sorrow of a criminal on account of the punish- 
ment of his misdeeds; it is rather the inge- 
nuous grief of a child who feels that he has 
offended a loving father. ' This ' (says 
Hooker) was the fountain of Peter's tears, 
this the life and spirit of David's eloquence, 
in those most admirable bvmns intituled peni- 
tential, where the words of sorrow for sin do 
melt the very bowels of God remitting it : 
and the comforts of grace in remitting sin. 
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^^H carry him vhicb sorrowed, rapt, as it were, 
^^H into heaven, with ecstacies of joy and glad- 
^^V ness. The first motive of the Ninevites unto 
^^f repentance, was their belief in a sermon of 
^H fear; but the next and most immediate, an 
axiom of love-—" Who can tell whether God 
will turn away from his fierce wrath, that we 

k perish not ? " * And therefore the parts of 
true repentance are contrition, or aversion 
of the will from sin; confession, or the sub- 
mission of ourselves to God by supplication 
and prayer ; and the purpose of a new life, 
testified with present works of amendment.' 

I This is the repentance which the Holy Spirit 
worketh, even " repentance to salvation not 
to be repented of." 
To excite and call this forth, it will be seen 
that our service is admirably adapted. The 
minister is instructed to commence with one 
or more, according to his judgment, of those 
prefatory sentences of Scripture, which, though 
all tending to the same great end, have yet an 

» observable difference of character, according 
with the various classes of persons presumed 



' Vide Hooker. 
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to be present. Thus, in tlie words of my text, 
I the passage from Ezekiel, "When the 
wicked man turnelh away from the wicked- 
ness that he hath committed, and doeth that 
which is lawful and right, he shall save his 
soul alive;" the ignorant are instructed in 
the merciful nature of Him who showeth 
compassion to the penitent transgressor. In 
other sentences, snch as " Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand;" the care- 
less are warned that God will not be trifled 
with, and therefore that it is not safe to delay 
the humbling of ourselves before him. In a 
third class, models of supplicatory address are 
presented to the penitent: " Hide thy face 
Grotli my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities." 
" filter not into judgment with thy servant, 
O Lord; for in thy sight shall no man living 
be justified." There are some to cheer the 
heart of the contrite, of which the exclamation 
of the Psalmist, " The sacrifices of God are 
a broken spirit ; a broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise," is a 
specimen ; and lastly, there is a solemn warn- 
ing to the formal, not to imagine the insincere 
expression of external sorrow acceptable to 
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the Lord — "Rend your heart and not your 
garments, and turn unto the Lord your God." 
An affectionate address succeeds, pressing 
on the congregation the importance of con- 
fession of sin, putting it on scripture grounds, 
and urging, that though " at all times " we 
should " humbly acknowledge" our traDS- 
gressions, yet surely that it is especially in- 
cumbent on us " so to do," when gathered to 
the public service of the Lord, whom we 
thauk for hia mercies, magnify for his glory, 
petitioD for his gifts, and listen to in his word. 
Thus you see, brethren, the church treats you 
as sinners ; she does not except any of her 
sons from the obligation of continual confes- 
sion, or admit any excuse of worthiness. And 
therefore, if there be one of you who, in the 
pride of his heart, esteems himself righteous, 
that man does virtually unchurch himself, and 
burst from the pale of those whom Christ 
washes and sanctifies, inasmuch as he. " came 
to call not the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance." The exhortation further describes 
the kind of confession with which we should 
approach the mercy-seat : it is not the mere 
repetition of the purest words that is ac- 
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cepted ; it is not even sorrow for past trans- 
gressions, if we are careless of running into 
fresh ones : it is with a " lowly, penitent, and 
OBEDIENT heart," we must draw near, if we 
desire the favour of that " high and lofty 
One," who dwelleth " with him that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit," Let this rebuke 
those of you, who regard the confession as a 
thing of course, and who rush into the pre- 
sence of the Lord with a proud unsanctified 
heart. Take the publican for your model, 
who, trembling at his own vileness, and with 
a heavy sense of guilt in bis transgressions, 
uttered the affecting cry, " God be merciful 
to me, a sinner." " I tell you, (says our Sa- 
viour, contrasting his behaviour with that of 
the formal Pharisee) this man went down to 
his house, justified rather than the other." 
The minister, having thus urged the necessity, 
and described the nature of confession, invites 
the congregatiou to attend him to the throne 
of him who despises not a broken heart. 

And while making our confession, the 
Church admonishes us to kneel ; not as though 
she imagines there is any merit in »ne par- 
ticular posture, but because that is tlie ges- 
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tnre and befitting token of humility, and 
because we find that eminent saints have 
generally used it. Thus Solomon, at the con- 
secration of the temple, " kneeled down upon 
his knees." ^ When Paul hade farewell to 
the Ephesian Church, " he kneeled down and 
prayed," '^ And, to refer to but one more 
example, when our Saviour in his agony, 
withdrew from his disciples, " he kneeled 
down, and prayed."* Let no man therefore 
accuse us of superstition in our gestures. We 
stand, during the sentences and exhortation, 
because we then listen to God's voice point- 
edly and personally addressing us ; we kneel, 
when we ask mercy at his hands, because we 
are guilty suppliants, not worthy of the least 
of all his mercies. 

The confession is an affecting acknowledge- 
ment of our demerits. I know not what words 
could express in stronger language, the sin- 
fulness and misery of man. " We have left 
undone those things which we ought to have 
done; we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done ; and there is no health 



b us." Is it not precisely the acknowledge- 
meat of the prophet, "the whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint : from the sole of 
the foot even unto the head, there is no sound- 
ness in it, hut wounds, and bruises, and putre- 
fying sores r' I am amazed, that any one, 
after uttering such words, can dare to .justify 
himself, or to extenuate his guilt. Brethren, 
the Church brings you into this dilemma 
— either you are the " miserable sinners" 
you profess to be, or you have now come 
before God with a lie !n your right hand, 
and have insulted the Highest with an 
awful mockery. O if there he a self-righteous 
man before me, a man that would excuse his 
siDS, a man that would persuade himself 
there is much that is good and virtuous in 
bim, I do most earnestly entreat that man to 
beware, lest out of his own mouth he be 
condemned. The concluding part of the 
general confession is a deprecation of punish- 
ment, and supplication for forgiveness. And 
it is observable, that here there is no claim 
advanced, but simply God's promise in Jesus 
Christ ^ that is all the plea which a sinner 
can employ, and, blessed be the kindness of 
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our heavenly Fatber, it is a plea that shall 
not fail. 

At the close of this prayer, as of all others, 
the coiigreg;afion are instructed to respond 
Amen, signifying their hearty concurrence in 
what has been uttered, and their earnest desire 
that God would hear their cry, ' From St. 
Paul we learn, that, in the apostolic age, the 
people' " said Amen at the giving of thanks," 
' and the fathers testify, that the practice 
was continued in succeeding ages,'^ And such 
was the earnestness with which the people set 
their seal on the prayers recited by the Diinis- 
ter, that, as St. Jerome informs us, the voice 
of the congregation thus responding, in his 
time, was loud as a peal of thunder. If we 
do not desire that this practice should be 
revived in its full extent, we cannot hut wish 
that each individual would, by the solemn 
pronunciation of this word, shew that he does 
not conceive himself an unconcerned auditor. 

I will not dwell longer on this division of 
my subject, than just to ask you, as candid 
and reflecting persons, whether the view I 

I Cot. liv. IG, ' Sheppard on Common Prayer. 
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endeavoured at the outset to give you of 
human corruption, be not fully boroe out by 
our authorized formularies? Let no man 
go about to brand this doctrine with the name 
of novelty: it ia that for which our fathers 
struggled, and which they have embalmed to 
future ages. So long as the Church of England 
stands, she will raise her "warning voice, that 
man is fallen, lost, destitute of righfeouauess : 
"Thou hast destroyed thyself; in God alone 
is thine help."' 

II. Let us turn our attention, in the next 
place, to the assurance of pardon : " if we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness." 

We are not to imagine that confession or 
repentance, be it never so genuine, has any 
power to sheathe the sword of justice : but 
" God," in mercy to our race, " was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them." The 
Sou of God undertook to offer a sacrifice, 
fall, perfect, and sufficient, for the sins of the 
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worltl; and the Father covenanted with him, 
to reward him for this his meritorious humilia- 
tion, by delivering from death and condem- 
nation those that should believe in him. 
When two persons enter into a contract, and 
one hath performed his part, the other is 
hound, in all justice and equity, to fulfil his 
stipulated conditions too ; and thus it is that 
God is "just" in out forgiveness. Christ hath 
a claim upon him, he has paid the price, 
and therefore has a riffht to the inheritance. 
Let us, however, bear in mind the important 
distinction, that our pardon, though justice 
to Christ, is mere sovereign mercy to us. 
We have no claim but what Christ makes 
for us, no hope but that which is revealed 
in Christ, no promise but those which " in 
him are yea, and in him amen." And there- 
fore we are not to bring money in our band 
for the blessings of the gospel, indeed, we 
have none to bring, — hut freely, "without 
money and without price," they are bestowed 
on sinners. Not that every man, he his life, 
and conduct, and affections, what they may, 
will be saved by Christ ; he only, that " with 
the heart believeth unto righteousness, and 
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with the mouth maketh confession unto sal- 
vation," he oniy hath part and lot in the 
gospel covenant. It is faith, his gift, that 
unites us to Christ, that faith which worketh 
by love, the evidence and fruit of which are 
good works and a holy conversation. 

This faith, God generates and strengthens 
by means of his revealed word : " faith 
Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God." The gospel is culculuted to dispel 
all doubt and despondency, to " bind up the 
broken-hearted, and to proclaim lilierty to the 
captive." Its constant message is—" if thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to him 
that believeth." The law was made to wound, 
and the gospel to heal : the law, by its terrors, 
urges men to flee to gospel grace, and the 
gospel willingly receives them, and shews them 
that in Christ there is glorious salvation. This 
is what our Saviour himself declared, " him 
that Cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out : ' 
this is what he commanded his disciples to 
proclaim, — " Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature, "'^ — " re- 
pentance and remission of sins,"' in ray name; 

' John vi, 37. ' Mark ivi. 15. ' Luke xxlv. 47. 
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— and yet more soleumly, "whosesoever sins 
ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and 
whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained."' 
This " power of the keys," as it has been 
termed, has given rise to numberless controver- 
sies, chiefly on account of the uDwarrantable 
pretensions therefrom advanced by the Romish 
church, as though the priest were exalted into 
the place of God, and might forgive or not, 
at his pleasure. The truth is very simple: 
the power of the keys (that, at least, we are 
now referring to, for there is another, ^ relating 
to church censures,) is exercised in the minis- 
try of the word ; we bind, when we declare 
God's vengeance against sin, — we loose, when 
we proclaim the full and free forgiveness that 
is in Jesus Christ. And therefore, no abso- 
lution that we are authorized to pronounce, 
hath power as the Papists say, ' really to 
take away sin,' but, as our church has ever 
held, it is only declaratory, intended to ' as- 
certain us of God's most gracious and merciful 
pardon.'* He that hears the minister proclaim 
salvation, ought to believe his message ; but 



it is not the minister, but God, who for 
Christ's sake, forgives. 

This is what is designed to be conveyed by 
the absolution, which tlie priest alone is to 
pronounce, standing, as the ambassador of 
God, representing his person : while the people 
are to listen to it kneeling, as it is fitting that 
in the same suppliant posture in which they 
asked forgiveness, they should hear, as it were 
from the mouth of God, " transgression for- 
given, sin covered." The kindness of him 
who " Willeth not the death of a sinner," is 
here strikingly depicted : for the joyful an- 
nunciation is made, that " he pardoneth all 
them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe 
his holy gospel." — ^Brethren, when yon hear 
this happy news, receive it : " Be not faithless, 
bat believing."— To this declaration there is 
properly appended an exhortation to ask for 
" true repentance and his Holy Spirit," that 
being bought with a precious price, we 
may glorify him with our bodies and in our 
spirit which are his. Let no one who desires 
not, whatsoever he does, to do all to the 
glory of God, imagine that the mere 
repetition of this form has put away his sins. 
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It is to the penitent, tliat tiie message comes, 
it is the heart-broken transgressor, it is intended 
irt — ^" Son, be of good cheer; thy 
sins be forgiven thee:" and he "to whom 
much is forgiven," will certainly give evidence 
in his conduct, that " he loveth mnch." 

We then approach our heavenly Father in 
the words of that most divine prayer which 
Christ has committed, as a precious legacy, to 
his church. Concise, yet comprehensive, it 
includes petitions for all that we can need. 
Four versicles succeed, in which we ask God 
to quicken our devotions and to raise our 
hearts to him, while with joyful lips we speak 
his praises : we are thus prepared to magnify 
him in " psalms, and hymus, and spiritual 
songs ; " but the consideration of these must 
be reserved for another discourse. 

I make two Yery brief observations in CON- 
CLUSION. 

1. There is no man so righteous, but that 
he is a miserable sinner. " If we say we have 
not sinned, (says the apostle) we make God 
a liar, and his word is not iu us." ' And sin 
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is not a trifle, brethren : — you may jndge of 
its atrocity by the fact that the blood of Christ 
was required to wash away its stain. Strive 
to attain a clear view of this first great prin- 
ciple of the oracles of God ; and rest assured 
that jou have not a clear and proper view of it, 
till you are roused, individually and person- 
ally, to ask the anxious question, " What 
shall J do to be saved t " 

2. Lastly, There is no man so sinful, but 
that Christ can pardon him. For this very 
purpose he suffered, that he might make 
atonement for transgression ; for this very 
purpose he was exalted, that he might be 
" a merciful High Priest, able to have com- 
passion." In the visions of the ancient seers,^ 
it was foretold that help should he laid on 
" One mighty" to save even to the uttermost; 
and he has abundantly already given proof 
of this power. Can you fix your eyes on the 
assemblage of "just men made perfect?" 
The nearest to the throne, are Saul the perse- 
cutor and blasphemer, and Peter the apostate : 
the blood that washed them clean, can now 
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cleanse you. Then^ I say^ make trial of his 
love ; make instant trial ; tempt him no 
longer by unbelief. He invites you to draw 
near ; the scriptures proclaim his mercy ; his 
church, " the pillar of the truth," confirms 
the testimony, that '' if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, 
the righteous, and he is the propitiation for 
our sins." ^ 

• 

1 1 John ii. 1, 2. 



LECTURE III. 



f THE ASCRIPTION OF PBAISE. 



Psalm c, 4, 5. 

Enter into his gates^with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise : be thankful 
unto him, and bless liis name. For the 
Lord is good i his mercy is everlasting; 
and his truth endurelh to all generations. 



The most delightful part of God's 
praise. It is a higher and nobler employment 
than prayer, inasmuch aa satisfaction is above 
desire. In prayer we bring our empty vessels, 
in praise we carry them home rejoicing, full 
of the waters of salvation. Prayer will have 
an end, at least as to its present form, when 
faith shall be swallowed up in vision, and e 
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hope have nothing left to long for : but praise 
shall endure throughout eternity, whose connt- 
less ages, as they roll in terminably od, shall 
bear its ever-flowing tide to the remotest 
bounds of creation. "When occupied in praise, 
we approach the nearest to our brethren round 
the throne: they praise the Lamb that was 
slain ; and we can utter the same new song, 
though in feebler strains, even in this " house 
of our pilgrimage." For we are not called 
to gloomy sorrow, but to joy. It is the Chris- 
Han's privilege to " rejoice evermore," and 
"in every thing to givS thanks," It is true, 
that in the world we may meet with tribu- 
lation, but in Christ we have a joy with 
which the stranger intermeddleth not, and 
therefore it well becomes those that " fear 
the Lord to speak often one to another" of 
his loving kindness, and to " be telling of his 
salvation from day to day." 

My text will, I trust, fiirnish us with a 
k profitable exhortation to this holy duty : in the 

^^^■sxplanation of it, I shall direct your view to, 
^^^^1 I. The motives to praise: " For the Lord 
^^^^ft good ; his mercy is everlasting ; and his 
^^^^V tth eudureth to all generations:" and 
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II. The mode and time of praise : " Enter 
iato his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
oonrts with praiue ; be thankful unto him, 
SDii bless his name." I shall here have 
tile opportunity of illustrating that part of 
our daily service which is more especially 
andiaristic. 

I. In I he first place I observe, that the 
motives to thanksgiving, urged by the Psalmist, 
are three, the goodness, the mercy, the faith- 
fnlnes'a of the Lord : let us consider these 
Bverally. 

1. "The Lord is good." I think we may 
aoderstand by this expression, that general 
soperintending kindness, from which we are 
encouraged to look up to God, as the gracious 
Father of his creatures, the Author of "our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings 
of this life." In this view assuredly " God 
is love." He was under no obligation to 
create us. He might have suffered us never 
to be, and not have breathed into our nostrils 
the breath of life. Or when he chose that we 
should exist, he might have stationed us in a 
far lower order of beings, or have cast our 
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lot in a savage land, where with our minds 
untutored, and our faculties unexpanded, we 
should, at the best, have vegetated rather than 
lived, but a step above " the beasts that 
perish." Truly we have abundant cause for 
gratitude, that God has made us what we are, 
and has crowned U9 with so many blessings- 
There are a multitude of general mercies of ' 
which we all partabe : for God " is kind unto 
the unthankful, and to the evil : " "hemaketh 
his suD to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust." 
It is true, we do not all possess precisely the 
same measure of good things, yet I may safely 
venture to assert, that there is no one in tliis 
presence, not even the man that thinks himself 
the least distinguished, who has not many 
mercies, of which he might be destitute, and 
is not free from many evils, to which he might 
be subjected. Life, health, liberty, good 
name, friends, children, property, flow all 
from God ; and if any one, under the severest 
losses and bereavements, would but try to 
enumerate the gifts that remain to him, and 
would set them against his troubles, he would 
quickly, in the comparison, find reason to ac- 
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knowledge "surely gioodaess and mercy follow 
me aU the days of my life." And our pre- 
servation from unnumbered dangers, both seen 
and nnperceived, is to be ascribed to the kind 
care of our heavenly Father, Wbeu we con- 
sider how frail a thing life is, and how easily 
its golden cord is broken ; when we look upon 
our frame, and see how " fearfully and won- 
derfully made" we are, and know that one 
little obstructioa, one slight defect might be 
sufficient to disorganize and destroy the whole 
machine ; when we behold the many casualties 
which are daily happening to others, we have 
abundant reason to believe that an unseen 
power hath guarded us. Perhaps there are 
few who have not, at some period or other, 
been rescued from imminent danger, by what 
the most unreDecting could hardly help ac- 
knowledging to be a providential interference. 
It was the shielding mercy of him, without 
whose permission not one sparrow falleth to 
the ground,' "Bless the Lord, O our souls, 
and forget not all his benefits." 

2. Again, " his mercy is everlasting." I 

■ Vide Matt. I. 29. 
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vould interpret tbis expression as recording 
that wonderful compassion with which God 
looked upon our race, when he gave his Son 
lo become " an offering for sin." There was 
no reason, in justice, why God should bestow 
on us this gift. On the contrary, justice re- 
quired that the penalty of the law, which we 
had broken, should be rigorously exacted from 
us. There was no excuse for Adam's sin. 
With full power to resist temptation, with fair 
warning of the consequence of transgression, 
with unlimited possession of all that coutd . 
charm the'eye, and delight the heart, he yet 
ungratefully disregarded the one only pro- 
hibition; and justly might the thunderbolt of 
vengeance have been instantly launched against 
his head. Why was it, that when angels 
sinned, they were at once condemned to chains- 
of hopeless darkness J and yet, that for sinful 
man, there was found salvation? Some have 
tried to discover reasons for the difference. 
But it is in vain that our thoughts go forth in 
such a deep ; no other reason can be given, 
than the sovereign pleasure of him who " will 
have mercy on whom he will have mercy," ' 
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And the price paid for our redemption is 
wonderful. Had there been " ten righteous " 
men on earth, for whose sake vengeance could 
have spared the guilty, it had been less amaz- 
ing. But when " there was no helper," when 
all mankind lay involved in the consequences 
of Adam's sin, for the Son of God to pity 
us, to assume our nature, to submit to 
tcorn, and temptation, aud agony, and death, 
even the accursed death of tlie cross, in order 
to make us "heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with " himself, is, in truth, a miracle of 
" love, which passeth knowledge," 

And the effectual application of Christ's 
redemption to individuals is not less admirable. 
Why is one man taken and another left! That 
it is God who makes this difference, ought not 
to be denied by those who bow to scripture ; 
for "no man can come to" Christ, "except 
the Father draw him ; " ' and it is God that 
qaickeneth the "dead in trespasses and sins,'"^ 
and " that worketh in" men " both to will and 
to do of his good pleasure."^ Why is it 
then, I say, my believing brethren, that yovr 
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natural enmity to God has been slain, and 
that your hearts have been renewed, and 
that you know in whom jou have believed, 
while so many persons are led "captive by 
the devil at his will 1 " Was it for any wor- 
thiness foreseen in you ! No : it is sovereign 
grace that saves you ; and "if by grace" ye 
are saved, then the apostle Paul will tell 
you "it is no more of works,"' past, present, 
or future ; it is the unfettered mercy of him 
who first set his love upon you, who brought 
the gospel to your ears, and the bible to your 
bauds, who supplied the means of grace, who 
put a quickening energy into the word, and 
thus made those, wbo were once " dry hones," 
whitening iu their cold and cheerless desola- 
tion, now to stand upon their feet, a living 
and rejoicing army. The song which must 
rise from them, is, " not unto us, Lord, not 
unto us," but " unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests unto God, 
even his Father, to him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever." 
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3. Once more, " his truth endureth to all 
generations." Nothing perhaps more deserves 
our warm thanksgiving, than the unchanging 
truth of God, We are so much the creatures 
of circumstances, so readily influenced by 
passing motives, so easily won upon by fair 
temptations, that even though we were put 
info possession of all the blessings of the 
covenant, we should quickly forfeit them, 
were there not a heavenly' hand to keep us 
"through faith unto salvation." But God's 
purposes caunot vary : to suppose it, were to 
rob bim of his omniscience or his wisdom ; it 
were to imagine that some new event, which 
he had not foreseen, raiglit occur; some new 
conjuncture, for which he had not previously, 
with sufficient diligence, provided. And there- 
fore, God never formed a plan that he will 
not execute, never gave a promise that he 
will not fulfil, never dictated a prophecy that 
he will not accomplish. He will be true, 
though every man be a liar. He declares 
that he will pardon those who believe in 
Christ,' and he has never rejected this plea. 
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He pledges himself to give the Holy Spirit 
to those that ask him,' and he never refused 
such a petition; He promises to bestow 
" grace and glory," and to withhold no good 
thing from those who love him,^ and it is the 
dying testimony of one who had seen many 
mutations, had passed through many dangers, 
and had fonght with many foes, "behold, this 
day I am going the way of all the earth : and 
ye know in all your hearts, and in all your 
souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the 
good things which the Lord your God spake 
concerning you ; all are come to pass unto you, 
and not one thing liath failed thereof."-' It 
ia therefore the joy and consolation of the 
believer, to repose his humble confidence in 
the unvarying truth of God, and to know 
" that he which hath begun a good work, will 
perform it, until the day of Jesus Christ." * 

An enumeration of the obligations we lie 
under to the Lord, must always be defective, 
be it never so voluminous ; enough, however, 
has been said to show you, that " it becometh 
well the just to be thankful." When we add 
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to all this, that his favours were bestowed, 
not upoQ friends, but on his eDemies, od those 
who had cast off his rule, and were raising 
the audacious standard of revolt against him ; 
when we remember, that the greatest gift 
already bestowed is but an earnest of blessings 
in reserve, "He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give ua all things ?" ' 
we surely have the strongest reason to " call 
on all that is within us, to praise his holy 
name." "Bless the Lord, O our souls, and 
forget not all his henefita." 

I must now direct your attention, — 
II. To the mode and time in which our 
praise should be displayed; " enter into his 
gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise : be thankful unto him, and bless 
bis name." 

' It is very meet, right, and our bounden 
duty, that we should, at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto the Lord ; ' but there 
is sn especial propriety in praise, when those, 
whom the same Lord has crowned with the 
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same mercies, meet, in harmonious gratitude, 
to stir up each other to renewed and warmer 
exultation, and to make the full choir of 
united hallelujahs swell upwards from earth to 
heaven, and come before the throne of God, 
as many clouds of incense, a pleasant and 
accepted sacrifice through Jesus Christ. And 
therefore it has ever been the practice of the 
church to assemble her sons to the exercise of 
thanksgiving. " I was glad (says the psalm- 
ist) when they said unto me, let us go into 
the house of the Lord : whither the tribes go 
up, to give thanks unfo the name of the 
Lord:"^ and again, " I will give thee thanks 
in the great congregation ; I will praise thee 
among much people."- Hence it is not with- 
out good reason that our church has mingled 
so much of praise in her daily service, that 
she has put into our mouths so many precious 
songs of thanksgiving, to him who hath done 
such great things for us. 

We commence our grateful adoration with 
a short but full doxology, which has descended 
from almost the apostolic times, and which 
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ascribes eternal g^lory and honour to the 
Trinity in Unity.' It is a valuable evidence 
of the faith of the early christian fathers, 
who were careful to " honour the Son," and 
the Spirit, " even as they honoured the Fa- 
ther." The 95th psalm is then recited, as a 
proper introduction to this part of our worship ; 
for it not only invites us to rejoice in God, 
but it also warns us, that, if we would attain the 
rest where joy shall be complete, and praise be 
uninterrupted, we must beware, that we follow 
not the evil example of those who " thoug'ht 
scorn of the pleasant land," and who, because 
of their unbelief, were rejected by the Lord, 
so that their " carcases fell in the wilderness." 
We recite the whole book of psalms in 
order ; a certain portion being appointed for 
every morning and evening throughout the 
month. ^ If it be inquired why the psalms 
are thus repeated by us, offener than the other 
scriptures, the venerable Hooker shall return 
the answer. ' The choice and flower (says he) 
of all things profitable in other books, the 
psalms do both more briefly contain, and also 
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more movingly express. This book, above 
the rest, doth of purpose set I'orth and cele- 
brate all the coDside rations and operations 
which belong to God ; it magnifieth the holy 
meditations and actions of divine men ; it 
is of things heavenly an universal declaration. 
What is there necessary for man to know, 
which the psalms are not able to teach ! They 
are, to beginners, an easy and familiar intro- 
duction ; a mighty augmentation of all virtue 
and knowledge, in such as are entered before ; 
a strong confirmation, to the most perfect 
amon^ others. Heroical magnanimity, ex- 
quisite justice, grave moderation, exact wis- 
dom, repentance unfeigned, unwearied pa- 
tience, the mysteries of God, the sufferings 
of Christ, the terrors of wrath, the comfort of 
grace, the works of providence over this 
world, and the promised joys of that world 
which is to come, all good necessarily to be 
either known, or done, or had, this one 
celestial fountain yieUleth. Let there be any 
grief or disease incident unto the soul of 
man, any wound or sickness named, for which 
there is not, in this treasure-house, a present 
comfortable remedy, at all times ready to be 
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found. Hereof it is that ve covet to miUce 
the psalms especially familiar unto all. This 
is the very cause why we iterate the psalms 
oftener than any other part of scripture be- 
sides; the cause wherefore we inure the 
people together witb their minister, and nut 
the minister alone, to read them, as other 
parts of scripture he doth.' ' 

With respect to the custom of minister and 
people's repeating alternate verses, I may 
add, it is most ancient ; it agrees with what is 
recorded of Moses and Miriam at the Red 
Sea,*^ and of the Jewish service in David's 
and Ezra's times ; ^ and perhaps it is not too 
much to say, that it received a divine sanction 
in that responsive chaunt which Isaiah heard i 
■' I saw," says he, " the Lord sitting ob 
tbrooe, above it stood the serapbtms ; and one 
cried to another, and said. Holy, holy, holy is 
Ote Xiord of hosts, the whole earth is full of 
Us glory." * 

.1 must also stop briefly to explain what has 
,p«t|dexed many, viz. why the translation of the 



58 ASCRIPTION 

paalms inserted in the prayer-book differs from 
that which we find in our authorized version 
of the bible. The praver-book was compiled 
before onr present bible translation was made ; 
and that version was of course employed which 
was then in use : it appears to have been 
retained at the last revision, because it was 
thought less fettered with the Hebrew idiom, 
expressed with greater freedom, and with 
more regard to the genius |of our language, 
and therefore better fitted for the purposes 
of devotion than the later translation.' 

The canticles, which are placed after the 
lessons of morning and evening service, need 
not detain us long. They are, with two ex- 
ceptions, of inspiredorigin, the songs of ancient 
saints, whose hearts the Holy Ghost enlarged, 
and whose lips he opened to utter praise. 
The two excepted are the Te Deum, and the 
Song of the Three Children, The latter is 
seldom used, and it has been objected to, on 
the ground that it calls us to address angels, 
and holy men, and even inanimate objects. 
Such an objection will appear most frivolous 

' Vide Shepherd, 
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to him who recollects, that David in the 148lh 
psalm, (of which this ciinticle is merely an 
amplification,) does Dot hesitate to say, "praise 
ye Mm, all his angels ; praise the Lord from 
the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps ^ fire and 
hail, snow and vapours, stormy wind fulfilling 
his word." The Te Deum is, perhaps, the 
noblest of uninspired compositions. It has 
been attributed to Ambrose and Augnstine; 
bat it is more probably the production of 
Nicetus, bishop of Treves, and since his time, 
about five centuries after Christ, it has de- 
servedly been held by the church in the highest 
estimation. 

The custom of intermixing hymns and psalms 
with lessons, is very ancient. A canon of 
Laodicea^ directed that, as it was not meet to 
sing the psalms in a continued course, lessons 
should be interposed. This rule was intended 
to prevent the weariness which naturally ac- 
companies one unvaried kind of employment. 
'And this,' says a defender of our church, 
' hath been motive all-sufficient with God's 
people in all ages, to frame their divine 

' This council was held about the middle of the fourth 
century, A. D, 364. 
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aervice of so many pieces, so commodiously 
^^^ disposed to rescue each other from tedious- 
^^^ ness, as upon every passa|;e from one duty to 
^^H another, the spirit may still reserve an ap- 
^^V^ petite, whence it is that confessions, prayers, 
' doxologies, psalms, lessons, &c. are assigned 

. their proper vicissitudes.' ' 

I would only add, that we stand, when we 
offer our thanksgiving, after the example re- 
corded in scripture, " stand up, and bless the 
I Lord your God, for ever and ever." ^ Thus, I 

trust, it shall appear, that ours is a reasonable 
service. 

I put two or three questions to you, by way 

of APPLICATION; and, 

I 1. "The Lord is good." Do you view all 

blessing as flowing from God't Men, in the 

midst of mercies, axe very apt to forget the 

bountiful Giver of them ; they are very apt 

to overlook altogether the fact that they are 

I indebted to any one for that which they pos- 

I sess. " Is not this great Babylon that / have 

^^H built '. " said the proud Chaldean monarch ; 

^^B and Is it not my industry, my merit — is the 

I 
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cogitation of too many hearts — that has pro- 
cured me my riches or reputation i But can 
there be any thing so displeasing to God, as 
for you to be loaded with his benefits, and yet 
to neglect your benefactor '. It is to debase 
oneself below the very brutes: they feel 
gratitude to the hand that feeds them, and 
can give evident tokens of attachment to 
those who kindly use them : "the ox knoweth 
his owner, and the ass his master's crib ; but 
Israel doth not know, my people doth not 
consider." Hence, when men exalt the crea- 
ture into the place of the Creator, he, who is 
jealous of his honour, takes away "the desire 
of their eyes," and lets them know, by miser- 
able experience, how weak, and powerless, 
and destitute they are without him. The 
treasure, brethren, that you really would enjoy 
you must consecrate to God. It is only when 
you remember him, that you can reasonably 
expect a blessing on " your basket and your 
store." 

2. Again ; " his mercy is everlasting." Do 
you praise him for this, with unfeigned heart f 
Can you think, that if you join in the outward 
ascription of praise, while your hearts are not 
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in unison, God will accept such an offering l 
Is it, do you imagine, pleasing in his sight, for 
you to say that you are grateful, and yet not 
to value his loving- kindness ? Or, does mercy, 
like his, ask only the return of empty lip- 
service i What do you know of pardoning 
love, of the blessings of redemption, of the 
glories of free grace '. If you have not truly 
felt yonr infinite obligations to the Lord, your 
adoration is an insult, the lifting of your voice 
a mockery. And, to refer you to a test by 
which must be discerned the sincerity of your 
gratitude, let me ask, do you show forth his 
glory in your lives i Is it not preposterous. 
I appeal to your own calm reflection, to come 
hither on Suudays, and to join in psalms and 
hymns, ascribing honour to the Lord, and pro- 
fessing that you are penetrated with love to 
him, and are anxious to manifest your duty 
and afiection to his name, if, all the week, 
you are putting him far from you, serving 
another master, and dedicating your time, and 
strength, and heart, to the world t Do you 
think that it gives glory to God, to be en- 
grossed with the cares of this life? Do yon 
imagine that it is honourmg him, to lay out 
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all jour plans — as alas ! how man j do — for (he 
advantage and gratification of self J Will il 
stand you in any stead, in judgment, to have 
called God your Lord and Master I Will it 
not rather enhance your guilt, since you must 
then have known his will, and yet have done 
it not? "A son honoureth his father, and a 
servant his master: if then I be a father, 
where is mine honour ; and if I be a master, 
where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts, 
unto you that despise my name." 

Lastly: "his truth endureth to all genera- 
tions." Have you learned to trvsl ike Lord 
for all you may require ? The things which 
have happened aforetime are recorded " for 
our learning, that we, through patience, and 
comfort of the scripture, might have hope : " 
if then, the mercies shewn to others, are to be 
gracious pledges unto us, of God's abundant 
faithfulness, surely the kindness w-e have re- 
ceived at his hand, may cheer our hearts with 
a blessed anticipation for the future. Is there 
any one among you, who ever trusted in God, 
in days that are gone by, and was confounded i 
Is there a believer here, that cannot "set to 
his seal that God is true?" Then I pray you 
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to chide away unbelieving doubts, which would 
throw gloom and sorrow upon your souls : the 
high privilege of the Christian is, that he is 
called to joy in the Lord, and to rejoice in the 
God of his salvation. His is that blessed 
Comforter, who can lighten the darkest hour, 
and soothe the most unquiet spirit. Take up, 
then, your song, my believing brethren, for 
your Saviour will not leave you : take up your 
joyful song as you journey to his presence, 
" O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good : 
for his mercy endureth for ever." 
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LECTUKE IV. 



ON THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURE. 



1 Thessalonians V, 27. 

S charge you by the Lord, that this epistle be 
read unto alt the holy brethren. 

It is a very trite observation, that the opinions 
of men are as various as their features. On 
no subject, perhaps, do any two minds, how- 
ever closely allied, in all points agree. The 
porsuit of truth, therefore, if we lean upon 
human authority, becomes infinitely difficult 
and perplexing;. It is the more so, because 
each man propounds his own imaginations with 
the utmost confidence ; each man advances 
pretensions, as if he were the happy individual 
who had lighted on the truth, hidden from all 
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other eyes, and often contemptuously laments 
over those who differ I'rom hini, as pitiably 
wrong. This diversity of judgment, though 
not to be lightly thought of in anything, is 
of mightiest import in religion ; for, as an 
interest of etemiil moment is here at stake, 
error must be proportion ably dangerous. The 
kindness and love of God our Savioitr is 
therefore particularly to be praised, that he 
has not, in this matter, left us to the uncertain 
deductions of our reason, but has established 
for us an infallible g'uide, a perfect standard 
of right and wrong, which may be " a lamp 
unto our feet, and a light unto our path." 
Into the balance of the scripture we must 
throw all our opinions, and doctrines, and 
systems : " To the law and to the testimony," 
must we ever appeal : " If we speak not 
according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in us.'" The scripture is the load- 
star of our course ; it is the voice at whose 
bidding, the gloom and confusion of ignorance 
and worldly wisdom flee away, and the light, 
and order, and beauty of divine knowledge 
appear ; it is the unearthly hand which lifts, 
as it were, the veil that divides this mortal 
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from immortality, disclosing mysteries beyond 
which " eye hath not seen, nor ear heard," 
nor heart of man conceived. 

Hence, the admonitions are most important, 
which commend the scriptures to our continnal 
and diligent perusal. Such a one we have in 
our text : and it is obseryable that this solemn 
charge is subjoined to an epistle, the first, 
it is supposed, in date, of those inspired letters 
which proceeded from the apostle Paul's pen ; 
it may, therefore, be considered as applying 
not to one only, but to all his writings. 

I shall, in the following discourse, invite 
your attention, 

I. To the character of the scriptures. 

II. To our duty in reference thereto, con- 
sidered with particular respect to the public 
reading of the scriptures. 

I. In speaking of the character of the scrip- 
tares, or the reason why they are so solemnly 
commended to our perusal, I shall make, as 
concisely as 1 can, some general observations 
on their genuineness and authenticity, and 
(heir inspiration. 

1. Their genuineness and authenticity. I 
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will advert only to the New Testament, pre- 
fnisin^ that the authority of the Old Testament 
is established by similar proofs. How, I ask, 
do we know that any book, purporting to be 
a history of facts, is genuine and authentic ? 
I answer, by the cbain of evidence, which, 
ascending from our own times, reaches back 
to the period when the book first appeared. 
And this chain we have here, going upwards, 
link by link, to the very apostles themselves. 
We know, for example, that what we call the 
New Testament now, and believe to be a 
faithful testimony of Jesus Christ, was so 
called, and so believed to be, a hundred years 
ago. For we have the witness of authors of 
every description who lived at that time, re- 
ferring to the New Testament, and putting 
extracts from it into their writings ; which 
extracts we find in the volume we now possess ; 
in those particular places of it too, from which 
it was specified they were taken. We have 
also in existence copies printed a century back 
which do not in any respect differ from those 
now in use. Here then is proof positive that 
no forgery has been attempted during the last 
century, and that the New Testament is the 
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same, at present, as it was a hundred years ago. 
And how do we know that it existed, and was 
acknowledged, two centuries back 'i The line 
of argument is precisely similar. A book, 
called the New Testament, was alluded to by 
many writers of that day, who ascribed' it to 
the apostles, or immediate disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and whose quotations prove that they 
meant the very volume we possess. Many 
copies of that date also are in existence : and 
thus we can go up, step by step, from century 
to century, in every age producing authors, 
who have largely cited passages agreeing with 
what we have, and who expressly declare 
that these were the compositions of the men 
whose names they bear. Copies also are now 
preserved in our public libraries, which, as 
the most diligent researches have decided, 
were written twelve, thirteen, fourteen hun- 
dred years ago ; thus carrying us to a period 
three or four centuries only distant from the 
death of Christ. Ascending higher, we have 
still the concurring voice of a multitude of 
authors ; some of them adversaries of the 
Christian faith, who of course would have 
been glad to deny the genuineness of the 
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scriptures if they could; aud their writings are 
so crowded with extracts from the New Tes- 
tameut, that almost the whole book might be 
transcribed from them. We thus, by an un- 
broken chain, arrive at the very time when 
the gospels and epistles were composed. And 
so it is clear to demonstration, that these 
books are not of a later date than they profess 
to be, and that ve have them in the same state 
in which they were received in the earliest 
times. As my object is to give a mere out- 
line of one method of proof, I omit a mass 
of other evidence, all bearing on the same 
great truth, and shewing, beyond a question, 
that " we have not followed cnnningly-de- 
vised fables." 

The fact being established, that the New 
Testament was written at the period when it 
professes to have been written, the next inquiry 
presents itself — Is it true? The answer may 
be very brief. Its histories are the work of men 
who record what they profess to have seen; 
who could have had no conceiveahle motive 
for imposing on the world, for their assertion 
brought them no honour or earthly advantage, 
but, on the contrary, involved them in misery 
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and contempt, and exposed them to a cmel 
death ; and who relate. Dot what happeued in a 
comer, but events in the great metropolis of a 
Dation, events of immense and overwhelming 
magnitude, which, be it also recollected, are 
confirmed by the testimony of many other his- 
torians. There does not, we may safely affirm, 
exist one tenth so much authority for the 
history and actions of Alexander the Great, as 
for the history and actions of Jesus Christ. 

Thus, I say, briefly, we prove the genuine- 
ness and authenticity of the New Testament : 
to discourse more largely ou these topics, falls 
not Tvithin my present plan. Many admirable 
volumes have been written for this purpose : 
but by no one, it is not, perhaps, stepping out 
of my province to say, has the work been more 
satisfactorily, (in small compass) performed, 
than by Dr. Gregory, in his ' Letters on the 
Christian Religion.' 

I must now speak, 

2. Of tlie inspiration of the scriptures. 
' A firm and cordial belief,' says Dr. Gregory, 
' of the inspiration of the Bible, is of the 
highest moment : for, unless you are persuaded 
that those who were employed in the com- 
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position of the respective books were entirely 
preserved from error, a conviction of their 
honesty and integrity will be of little avail.' 
Tor men merely honest may err, but what we 
contend for is, that the writers of the bible 
were, by a divine and supernatural guidance, 
enabled, without mistake or misapprehension, 
to communicate religious knowledge. To adopt 
the language of the author just before quoted, 
we hold, ' that, while the individuals employed 
in the composition of the bible, exercised 
generally their own reason and judgment, the 
Spirit of God effectually stirred them up to 
write ; appointed to" each his proper portion 
and topic, corresponding with his natural 
talents, and the necessities of the church in 
his time ; enlightened their minds, an4 gave 
them a distinct view of the truths they were 
to deliver; strengthened and refreshed their 
memories to recollect whatever they had seen 
and heard, the insertion of which in their 
writings would be beuelicial ; directed them 
to select, from a multitude of facts, what was 
proper for the edification of the church, and 
neither more nor less; excited afresh in their 
minds such images and ideas, as had been laid 
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up in their memories, aod directed them to 
other ends and purposes than themselves would 
ever have done of their own accord ; suggested 
and imprinted upon their minds such matters 
as could not have been observed or known by 
reason, observation, or information, but were 
subjects of pure revelation; superintended 
every particular writer, so as to render him 
infallible in his matter, words, and order, 
especially when they related to facts, dis- 
courses, or doctrines, tbe communication of 
which is the g;reat object of scripture; thus 
rendering the whole canon, at any given 
period, an infallible guide to true holiness and 
everlasting happiness.' 

That such an inspiration as this is claimed 
by the authors of the Bible, is manifest from 
a very cursory examination of their writings : 
two or three quotations may prove it. " All 
scripture," says St. Paul, " is ffiven by inspi- 
ratiou of God, and is profitable for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness." ' " Of which salvation," says St, Peter, 
" the prophets have searched diligently, who 

' aTim.iii, IC, n. 
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prophesied of the grace that should come unto 
50U ; searching what, or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
signify, when it testi6ed beforehand the suf- 
ferings of Christ."^ And again; "prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man ; but 
holy men of old spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost." ^ It must not be objected 
that this testimony is couHned to the Old 
Testament authors, for the apostle last quoted, 
expressly, and by name, places Paul, the 
writer of much of the New Testament, on a 
level with the inspired penmen of the Old; 
"As our beloved brother Paul, also, according 
to the wisdom given unto him, hath written 
unto you ; as also in all his epistles, speaking 
in them of these things ; in which are some 
things hard to be understood, which they, 
that are unlearned and unstable, wrest, as 
they do also the other scriptures, to their own 
destruction." ' 

It is sometimes argued, that parts only of 
the bible are inspired; and it is urged, that 
St. Paul himself distinctly mentions cases in 

' I Peter i. 10, 11. '2Peteri.2!. ' 2 Pctcriii. 15, 16, 
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iriach lie gave only liis own judgment, and 
not that of the Lord, ' Tbe answer is very 
easy. The apostle was laying down rules 
respecting marriage ; some rules of this kind 
had been previously laid down by Christ : 
these be quotes ; and where Christ had given 
no precept, Paul himself supplies one, merely 
taking care to mark the dilference: and he 
expressly, in what he says, lays claim to in- 
spiration, "I judge," for the original word is 
much too weakly rendered by our word — 
" think," — " I judge also that I have the 
Spirit of God."" 

We have, then, distinct assumptions of 
supernatural illumination ; if we are to depend 
on, as we have already seen we may depend 
on, tbe veracity of these writers, the truth 
of their inspiration must be regarded as es- 
tablbhed. It may not, however, be amiss, 
to examine their claim a little more distinctly. 
That the scriptures are inspired, may be in- 
ferred from the reasonableness and the neces- 
sity of the thing. It is reasonable that he, who 
gare man his intellect, should enlarge and il- 
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luminate that intellect ; it is reasonable that he 
whose character is essentially and purely holy, 
should erect a standard of holiness in the 
world ; it is reasonable that he, whose nature 
is mercy, and in whose favourable presence 
alone is life, should give men the means of 
knowing; him, and imbue them with that bles- 
sed wisdom which they could not acquire in 
any other way. For, as we must further hold, 
inspiration is necessary. There are many 
things, of prime importance to be known, 
which unassisted reason never could have dis- 
covered. The nature, the character, the will 
of God, as of a Being infinitely above us, 
could never have been comprehended by us, 
except he had chosen to reveal them. 

But this, it may be said, goes only to prove 
the reasonableness and necessity of a divine 
revelation generally ; it does not prove the 
inspiration of the particular authors of the 
dispensations contained in the bible. Are 
there any satisfactory evidences of the divine 
commission, produced by those authors 1 ' This 
important question admits of a clear and de- 
cisive answer ; for, as the existence of any 
power is demonstrated by its operations, so 
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the possession of superoatural knowledge is 
established by the performance of supernatural 
works or miracles : or, as an acquaintance 
with any language is manifested by speaking 
it with propriety and ease, so the gift of in- 
spiration is unquestionably displayed by the 
foretelling of future events with precision. 
Miracles and prophecy, therefore, are the 
two ^and criteria on which most stress is 
laid in the scriptures. Prophecies are the 
language of inspiration, and miracles are the 
operation of that divine agency by which the 
prophet is influenced.' ' Now he, who doubts 
the truth of scripture miracles, is reduced to 
the hard alternative of believing either that 
the senses of a whole people were strangely 
deluded, or that a numerous nation, enemies 
and friends together, — for the foes of the gospel 
could not deny the miraculous powers of Christ 
and his apostles, — united in close confederacy, 
falsely to persuade the world that the most 
astonishing events had happened. He who 
disbelieves the truth of scripture prophecies, 
mnst inform us how the authors of the bible 
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could have known that Babylon, then the 
mig'htiest city of the world, would be an 
eternal desolatioD ; ' that Tyre, whose mer- 
chants were then princes, should become only 
" a place for the spreading of nets in the 
midst of the sea ; " * that the Jews would con- 
tinue, to this (lay, a distinct and separate 
people,' though scattered and dispersed through 
every land, and made a hissing and a bye- 
word and an astonishment to all who look on 
them. The proof, then of the inspiration of 
the scripture, to those who follow out the 
inquiry, is perfect in all its parts. 

Having thus spoken of the character of onr 
\ lacted volnmea, I proceed, 

II. To make some observations on our 
duty in reference thereto r and, — 

1. We must regard the bible as a perfect 
standard. 

In the scripture is contained every doctrine 
necessary to be believed or known. To assert 
the contrary, would be to set up two infallible 
standards^ it would he to run counter to the 

'Jer.li.36. Isa. iiLLi. 19, 20. ' Ezek. j 
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express and most awful declaration of the Bible 
I itself ; " if any man shall add unto these 
tbings, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book ; and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of 
this prophet-y, God shall take away his part 
out of tbe book of life, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things that are written in 
this book." ' To require us, as tbe Romish 
charch does, to bow, in matters of doctrine, 
to the authority of traditions, is to require us 
to give that credit to them without any warrant, 
which even the scriptures do not ask of us 
without the strongest warrant; for we find, 
that as often as the prophets were sent to any 
individual or nation with an authoritative 
message, they were furnished with a sign, to 
authenticate their commission, and to prove 
that they were sent of God ; it is to mystify 
and obscure tbe plain standard of right and 
wrong: it is to take away the key of know- 
ledge, and open wide the door for monstrous 
corruption. In proof of this, I need only 
mention the atrocious legends, which, while 
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the scriptnres were -withheld from commoii 
eyes, were, in the dark a^es, exhibited in 
every conceivable form of abomination and 
absurdity. Thus, as among the Pharisees of 
old, were the commands of God made of none 
effect by men's tradition, The g;reat mass of 
the people had scarcely heard of Jesus Christ 
and his apostles, but were well instructed in 
the lying miracles of pretended saints. It 
was therefore a blessed light, which the refor- 
mation poured in upon the world, when it 
laid the scriptures open to the gaze of 
all men. Truth and error cannot subsist 
in contact { either error will exclude the 
truth, or truth will undermine and demoligh 
error. 

Hence the fathers of our church, with 
great wisdom, provided that the scriptures 
should abnndantly be read in her daily service. 
They thiis erected a standard, by which, what 
she teaches at other times, and what ber 
ministers proclaim from her pulpits, may be 
continually and immediately tried. So that 
there is a kind of self- correcting principle 
introduced, and we may safely conclude, that 
that church cannot wander fur from divine 
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truth, in which the scriptures are openly 
and largely used. 

Our Church as strongly as she can, not only 
in her articles/ but in her daily service, 
declares the all-sufficiency of scripture, as a 
rule of faith and practice in matters of religion, 
to be her fundamental principle. It has 
been ohjected by separatists, that she denies 
the sufificiency of the scripture— but with 
what justice, let any man determine, who 
chooses to see how prominently she brings 
the bible forward, and how carefillly sUe 
gives to all ber worshippers the opportunity 
of knowing whether the things she tells them 
be so. 

The practice of reading lessons at public 
worship, has long been established in the 
church. Thus St. James affirms, that, " Moses 
of old time hath in every city them that 
preach him, being read in the synagogues 
every sabbath day."" A_nd our Saviour him- 
self, in compliance with this custom, we are 
told, stood up in the synagogues, and read 
the portion appointed for the day.' In the 
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public assemblies of the first Christians, the 
scriptures were read. Thus much may fairly 
be inferred from the writings of St. Paul.' 
For not only does he iu our text solemnly 
charge the Thessaloniaiis, that his epistle to 
them "be read unto all the holy brethren," hut 
also to the Colossians, he writes, " when this 
epistle is read amoii^ you, cause that it be 
read also in the church of the Laodiceaps." - 
Thus Christians have always had the scriptures 
read in their religious assemblies. To Moses 
and the prophets, the primitive church added 
the epistles and gospels. This is confirmed 
by the testimony of the most aocient 
fathers.' 

The Church of England, in her daily service, 
reads the whole bible, through ; the Old Testa- 
ment once, the New three times in a year; 
some comparatively small parts being omitted, 
as bein^ thought not quite adapted to a public 
assembly. She thus brings before her children 
" the whole counsel of God." On Sundays, cer- 
tain more striking and generally useful chap- 
ters are selected from the Old Testament, to 
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supersede the ordinary first lesson ; but in the 
secoiid lesson, no cliang'e (except on festivals) 
is made, as all the New Testament is most 
especially essential. In every service there- 
fore, we have a chapter from both Testaments, 
and thus their full agreement is the better 
shewn, and the testimony that they bear 
to Christ more clearly manifested. We see 
that " to him give all the prophets witness," 
and discover how exactly the accomplishment 
answered the prediction. I need not, I think, 
say more to prove the reasonableness, the 
propriety of this our custom : it must surely 
approve itself to all who with the psalmist can ■ 
exclaim, " O how I love thy law, it is my 
meditation all the day." 

But we must not only take tfie scripture as 
our perfect and complete standard of doctrine, 
but as I would 

3. Observe, receive it with simplicity, and 

Men, though they in words allow the au- 
thority of Holy Scripture, yet, in practice, 
often come to it with self-sufScient hearts. 
They make their system first, and then search 
the bible for texts to support aud confirm thei 
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^^^B in that which they have already determined to 
^^^K hold, instead of desiring, like " new-born 
^^^1 babes," to receive " the sincere milk of the 
^HH word ; " instead of sitting with lowly simplicity 
^^™ at the feet of Jesus, looking, that he should teach 
, them, and guide them into every truth. And 

hetice many take a part, instead of the whole. 
They dwell on those passages which seem to 
favour their views ; and altogether put out of 
sight, the rest of the inspired volume. But is not 
^^H this in a measure, to charge God with foolisb- 
^^^H ness, and to insinuate, that much of what he has 
^^^P deemed necessary, might well have been dis- 
^^^ pensed with i Beware of such a spirit, bre- 
thren. To it, T think, may be attributed a 
great deal of that difference of opinion, which 
has unhappily, in every age, on so many 
questions, divided and distracted the professed 
members of the church of God. Our custom 
which agrees with that of the ancient church, 
of reading Jlxed lessons, is calculated to 
counteract this. Were the selection left to 
every individual minister, some favourite 
j chapters would, in many churches, be repeat- 

edly read, while others, as important, would 
be entirely omitted. 
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In CONCLUSION, I draw two or three brief 
infereDces. 

1, If jou would understand and profit by 
the reading of the scriptures, you must seek 
the illumination of the Spirit who inspired 
them. 

An author is always best able to explain his 
own composition ^ but here especially, when 
you bring with you a naturally dark and per- 
verted understanding, a cold and hardened 
heart ; what can enlighten the one and change 
the other, but that new-creating Power, whose 
office it is to take of the things of Jesus and 
shew them unto men. ' Ask this precious gift 
in faith, and he shall be given you^ he shall 
open your eyes, and cause you lo see the 
"wondrous things " of God's law. Have you 
neglected to implore this blessing? O then 
it is not surprising that you are ignorant ; 
" for the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God r neither can he know 
them because they are spiritually discerned : " 
it is not surprising that you are impenitent, 
for the new heart of flesh is expressly declared 
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to be the operation of God by his Spirit.^ But 
whom haye you to thank for this your miserable 
state? assuredly yourselves: you were not 
straitened in the Lord, but in yourselves : 
" You have not, because you ask not." I 
pray you, therefore, brethren, beware lest 
by your unwise carelessness, you bring upon 
your heads a swift destruction. 

2. Again ; with what force ought our 
preaching to come home to your hearts, when 
you hear our message confirmed by the un- 
erring testimony of scripture. 

You are very apt to think lightly of what 
is spoken from the pulpit^ you are apt to 
regard it only as the word of man : and 
indeed, if we proclaim any other doctrine, or 
advance any other statement, than you find 
in the bible, we say, refuse it; " Though we 
or an angel from heaven preach any other 
gospel unto you, let him be accursed ; " but 
if our teaching agrees with the inspired word, 
how can you escape if you neglect it ? If the 
' doctrines of the fall of man, regeneration by 
the Spirit, free salvation in Jesus Christ, be 
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doctrines of the bible, — and we challenge the 
inqniry — O beware, lest jou reject the counsel 
of God against yourselves. If when you 
might have learned, you would not hearken, 
if you have refused our counsel, and would 
none of our reproof, beware, I say, lest the 
words we speak— not ours, but those of God — 
rise as swift witnesses against you to condemn 
you. 

Lastly — what a precious blessing it is to the 
believer, that his " faith standeth not in the 
wisdom of man, hut in the power of God."' 

He depends not upon human assurances, as 
of Paul, or of Peter, or of Matthew, or of 
James, or of John, but upon the word of the 
Lord, upon the Spirit of truth. And he 
knows, that sooner shall heaven and earth pass 
away, than "one jot or tittle" of that word 
fail. He therefore stands fast ; he knows in 
whom he has believed, and is enabled to look 
forward to a blessed inheritance, purchased 
by the blood of Christ, and reserved in heaven 
for him, with " a joy that is unspeakable 
and fall of glory." 
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LECTURE V. 



ON THE CHARACTER AND CONFESSION OFJ 
SAVING FAITH, 



Romans s 



i, 9. 



' The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and 
in tky heart: that is, the word of faith 
•which we preach ; that, if thou shalt confess 
with thy movth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shall be saved. 

It is one of -the first principles of sound 
■doctrine, that "by grace we are saved through 
faith." By faith, wrought in the heart by God 
the Spirit, a man takes hold upon the Saviour, 
and thus becomes vitally united unto Christ. 
The scriptures are, in almost ] every page, 
abundantly decisive on this fundamental point. 
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Our Lord himself assures us, " He that be- 
lieveth in the Sod hath everlasting life, and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God abideth on him."' 
St. Paul repeatedly enters into long and la- 
bonred arguments to prove that salvation is 
not of our deservings, but altogether of God's 
mercy in Christ, appropriated bj faith : " By 
the deeds of the law," says he, "there shall no 
flesh be justified ; but aow the righteousness 
of God, without tlie law, is manifested, which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all, and upon 
all them that believe."' And in our text, he 
asserts the same great truth. The law re- 
quired, for righteousness, an unsinning obedi- 
ence, and therefore from it the sinner might 
well despair of pardon. But the message of 
the gospel was widely different; — it did not 
leave men to perplexing inq^uiries, who should 
" ascend into heaven" to fetch down some 
one to introduce a righteousness ; for Christ 
had already come down and bad accomplished 
that work : who should descend into the grave 
to bring back the Saviour from the dead ; for 

^ John iii. 3S. ' Romuis iii. 20, 21, 23 
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Chrjat was already exalted at the right band 
of his Father, to confer the blessing on all 
who with lively faith applied to him for it. 
But it proclaimed salvatioa close at hand, 
perfectly wrought out, full, glorious and free ; 
this was the gospel annunciation, — " if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesas, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, tbou shalt be 
saved." * 

We have here, 

I. The belief of the heart : which will lead 
me to explain the nature of saving failh, 

II. The confession of the tongue : from 
which I shall take occasion to consider the 
creeds, which our church has introduced into 
her service book. 

I. In speaking of faith, it will be necessary 
to point out, 

1. Its object— Christ. 

In saying that Christ is the object of faith, 
our intention is by no means to exclude the 
Father and the Holy Spirit: for that faith 

' Vide Scott's Commentary. 
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cannot be pure, wbicli does not acknowledge 
a Trinity in Unity, nor that understanding 
cEear, whi<;h assigns not to each his proper 
office Id the great work of man's salvation. 
But we mean that Christ is the only way of 
access to God, his atonement and intercession 
the only effective merits by which a sinner 
ntay obtain forgiveness. And we most highly 
honour the Father, when we exalt the Son; 
" for whosoever denieth the Son," says the 
apostle John, " the same hath not the Father ; 
but he that ackuowledgeth the Son hath the 
Father also." '- It was the Father, who, as 
the fountain and well-spring of redemption, 
devised a plan of mercy : it was the Son, who 
willingly gave that plan effect, by offering him- 
self a sacrifice for sin: it is the Spirit, who seals 
that sacrifice to the pardon of individual trans- 
gressors i and thus the three Persons of the 
Godhead act in divine accordance. ' Life, 
(i, e. eternal life) as all other gifts and bene- 
fits,' says Hooker, ' groweth originally from 
the Father, and cometh not to us but by the 
Son, not by the Son to any of us in particular. 
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but through the Spirit.'' Yet, by a peculiar 
propriety, we are said to have Christ as the 
object of our faith, because, by his worlt, 
salvation is meritoriously attained. He joined 
our nature with his own, and appeared among 
us, " made under the law," that he might 
"bring in an everlasting righteousness:" he, 
in our place, underwent the heavy punishment 
of sin, and thus, by his humiliation unto 
death, he deserved and purchased forgiveness 
for us. And when we say that Christ is the 
object of our faith, we mean utterly and al- 
together to excludtj all merit but his, we 
mean to assign to him the whole task of satis- 
fying God's justice. The work of Christ was 
not deserved on our part, hut is his free gift ; 
it was not preparatory, or intended only to 
put us in a way of saving ourselves ; it is not 
incomplete, requiring something from us to 
add to its weight, and to render it available ; 
but full and entire, that one sacrifice of him- 
self hath "perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified." That this is the repeated tes- 
timony of the scripture is abundantly evident. 

* ' Eccles. Pol. Book V. c. 56. 
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" All we," says Isaiah, in prophetic vision, 
" haye gone astray, we have turned every one 
to his own way ; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all."' " If auy man 
sin," writes the beloved disciple, " we have 
an advocate with the Father; and he is the 
propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world."- And once more: "Ye were not 
redeemed," says St. Peter, " with corruptible 
things, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lailib without blemish and without 
spot." ' Christ then is peculiarly the object 
of faith. 

2. What are its g;rouiids i 

Its grounds are the promises, given in 
the scripture, that " whoso believeth in 
him," shall share the blessings he has pur- 
chased, and attain eternal life. We hence 
learn, not only that Christ hath shed his 
blood, but that the benefits of his blood- 
shedding are offered freely to mankind. We 
see that the way to the Father is perfectly 
open to every one that chooses to enter. The 



1 



1 



w. 



04 CONFESSION 

barriers on God's part are remoTed, aod 
now he intreata men to be reconciled to him.' 
The nniveraality of the addresses and invi- 
tations of the gospel, is well calculated to 
encourag-e the penitent heart. We come to 
God not on mere general deductions which 
we might make from the kindness of his cha- 
racter, we come not on the bare probability 
that he may be won upon to extend mercy to 
us, but we draw near on the word, on the 
promise, on the oalh, of him that cannot lie, 
that " whosoever believeth in Jesus, shall not 
perish." There are not some favoured names 
inserted in the roll of invitation, while others, 
who might anxiously desire to partake the 
feast, are excluded ^ hut the assurance of wel- 
come is conveyed in such a way, as to render 
it morally certain to every reflecting man, 
that if he, be he " barbarian, Scythian, bond, 
or free," present himself, he will not be thrust 
out as an intruder, but received and rejoiced 
in as a favoured child; for "the same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon him." ^ 
Yes ! there is joy in heaven over evert/ sinner 
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that repeateth : he is not received with diSi- 
ciilty, aad looked upon with coldness : he is 
acknowledged, amid applauding; angels, God's 
dear son ; he is apparelled in the richest 
robe, and ornamented with the choicest ring ; 
and thus the fervency of his welcome proves 
the faithful sincerity of the invitation. It is 
this testimony, on which, as faith or belief 
mast have some grounds of dependance, we 
rest, — a testimony presented to iis in scripture 
not as the word of man, but as the very word 
of God. 

3. We shall now be prepared to determine 
the true nature of faith. 

It has been called the realization of truth ; 
and it has been defined by the apostle Paul, 
as " the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not . seen." ' A man has 
faith, when he believes tbat iu the sacrifice of 
Christ there is full satisfaction made for sin ; 
when he as it were, takes God at his word that 
he may share the blessing, and thus entrusts 
himself to Christ. The vital act of faith 
is the acceptance of Jesus as our Saviour. 



We must Dot confound with this, assent, 
which is indeed a part of faith, but not the jus- 
tifying act. Many unconverted men assent 
to the truth, they believe that Christ died, 
and that salvation is in none other ; but, as 
the belief that a medicine is able to work a 
cure, will produce no salutary effect, if you 
do not apply it, — so the knowledge and belief 
of Christ, if it goes not farther than a mere 
acquiescence in the revealed truth, will not 
rescue any sinner from the power and curse 
of sin. The apostate spirits give a full assent 
to the truth ; aud the only result is, that they 
tremble at the judgments they see ready to 
overwhelm them. Some persons, on the other 
hand, are inclined to make assurance an es- 
sentially component part of faith. This is 
indeed a blessed state, after which we should 
earnestly aspire; but to say that there is no 
true faith without it, is, I am persuaded, to 
trouble the heart, and quench the hope of 
many a believer, who, though he may some- 
times "walk in darkness, and have no light," 
has yet learned to " stay himself upon his 
God." And, I think, we ought to use es- 
pecial caution that we do not cherish assurance 
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on uncertain grounds. Any man may tell 
me what be chooses, and may easily deceive 
me by a zealous outward profession of the 
faith : and if he trust simply to the persuasion 
of his own mind, he may readily deceive him- 
self with a form of godliness, without the 
liring power. But, as our asserting; or be- 
lieviog a thing does not cause it to be, our 
assurance of salvation, to be better than the 
assurance of the Mohammedan and Pagan, 
most be built upon some solid foundation. 
Such a foundation, it appears to me, is only 
the investigated genuineness of faith. "Ex- 
amine yourselves," says the apostle, " whether 
ye be in the faith: prove your own selves,"* 
By those who would attain a safe assurance, 
the first general epistle of St. John deserves 
to be most seriously perused: " we know that 
we have passed from death unto life, because 

we love the brethren ; let us not love in 

word only, but in deed and in truth : and 
hereby we know that we are of the truth, 

and shall assure our hearts before him : 

if our heart condemn us not, then have we 
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confidence towards God, and whatsoever we 
ask, we receive of tim, because we keep his 
commandments, and do those things that are 
pleasing in his sight." ' This apostle, we per- 
ceive, asserts that the frttils of f^th are the 
evidences of its reality, and form the scriptural 
ground of our cotisciousaess " that we are 
of the truth," and that " we have passed from 
death unto life." 

I pause, to ask jou, in reference to what 
has heen already stated, is it — exclusively on 
the free grace of God, through the righteous- 
ness of Christ, that you depend? do you give 
credit to the promise of the Lord, and believe 
that his invitation was sincere, when he called 
JOU to the gospel feast ? have you then 
committed your souls to Christ in bumble 
confidence ? and do you, in your life and 
conversation, adorn the doctrine of God your 
Saviour ! Happy he, on whom has been 
bestowed that blessed "faith that worketh by 
love ! " To him " there is no condemnation ; " 
but grace, mercy, peace, shall rest abundantly 
upon him. 

I turn to the 
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Ilnd. part of my subject — the confession 
of the tongue. 

This was more perilous, and perhaps more 
important, in the times when the apostle wrote 
than at present : but surely no one will deny 
that it is incumbent upon all believers, in 
every age, plainly to declare whose they 
are, and whom they serse : especially, in the 
church, which is " the pillar and ground of 
the truth," ought there to be some standing 
confession, from which, the doctrines she holds 
may be gathered. Such confessions have been 
authorized and adopted in almost all Christian 
churches : ' in our own we have the thirty-nine 
articles to shew at some length, what we be- 
lieve on the chief points of our religion : and 
we have three shorter formularies, one or 
other of them to be used in our daily service, 
knitting up into brief compass, those funda- 
mental doctrines, without the belief of which 
the scriptures teach us to regard no man as a 
Christian. To these our attention shall now 
be directed. 

In the order of morning and evening prayer, 
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we read a formulary called the apostle's 
creed, not because it was actually composed, 
(though some have been of that opinion) by 
the apostles, but because it is agreeable to 
their doctrioes. It has been, almost in its 
present form, used in the church from the 
very earliest times. The reasons why it is 
inserted in the place in which we find it, are 
these : ' we have just read the lessons ; " faith 
Cometh by hearing," and therefore having 
heard the word of God, we profess our belief 
of it. The word did not profit the Jews, 
for want of faith in them that heard it ; we 
trust it will profit us, who, immediately after 
hearing it, individually make open profession 
of onr belief. Moreover, after the creed, 
follow the bulk of our prayers : our belief 
is the basis of our supplications ^ " how shall 
they call on him in whom they have not 
believed!" That we may rightly call upon 
God therefore, we first declare our faith by 
reciting the creed. So that is with strict 
propriety, that the framers of our liturgy 
direct us to repeat the creed after we have 
heard " God's holy word," and before we 
proceed to " ask those things which are re- 
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quisite and uecessary, as well for the body as 
the soul." ' ^ 

Another creed, inserted in the communioD 
office, is termed the Nicene creed, because it 
was, for the most part, composed and estab- 
lished by the Srst general council held at 
Nice, A. D. 325. It was drawn up by 
Hoaius, bishop of Corduba; and the object 
of it was to set forth the pure doctrine of the 
gospel, in opposition to the Arian heresy 
which asserted the inferiority of Christ to the 
Father. Rather more than half a century 
after, it was completed by the second general 
council, held at Constantinople, A. D. 381, 
and published in the form in which it now 
stands, and is received by almost all the es- 
tablished churches in the world. 

On certain festivals, instead of the apostles' 
creed, we read, at morning service, a con- 
fession called the creed of St. Athanasius, 
because that distinguished father has been 
supposed to be its author. It may be, how- 
ever, with greater probability, ascribed to 
Vigilius, the African; who lived towards the 
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end of the fifth century. The particular 
characteristic of this creed is, that it strenu- 
ously maintains the orthodox doctrine of the 
Trinity in Unity. 

It falls not in with my plan to enter on a 
minute and detailed comment upon every ar- 
ticle in these formularies ; — that would require 
a volume ; — I think I shall best consult your 
profit, by just marking their general tenor, 
and then obviating one or two objections 
which are sometimes made against them.' 

We may first observe in them all, the sove- 
' reignty of God, the "Maker of all things," 
the " Judge of all men," who acts through 
the universe according to his uncontrolled 
pleasure. But they are most explicit on the 
divinity, person, incarnation, sufferings, and 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was 
crucified for us, through whom we are in- 
structed to believe in the forgiveness of sins. 
And our faith is directed also to God the 
Spirit, to whom is particularly ascribed that 
quickening power, whereby the soul, by 
nature dead in trespasses and sins, ia raised 
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to a nev and blessed life of righteousness : 
he is "the Lord and Giver of life." Thus 
you see, the great doctrines that we preach, — 
salvation solely through the death of Christ, — 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit, — which are 
sometimes stigmatized as novel, are really, 
though concisely, maintained in these venerable 
formularies, which have been for ages bad in 
honour by the whole of Christendom, 

There is one article in the apostles' creed, 
which is sometimes objected to, and some- 
times misunderstood. — I mean that concerning 
Christ's descent into hell. Much discussion 
has been raised about this clause, chiefly from 
the ambiguity of the word " hell," by which 
the place of torment is generally intended ; 
whereas the simple interpretation here is, 
that as upon Christ's death his body was laid 
in the grave, so bis soul departed to the place 
of separate spirits; in accordance with the 
text, to be similarly understood, on which this 
article is founded, " thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine 
Holy One to see corruption." ' An objection 

' FaalmxTi. 10. 
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made on this ground, against the creed, might 
be with eqnal reason urged against the trans- 
lation of the psalm, referred to, and of St. 
Peter's exposition of it,' 

Objections are started also against the Atha- 
nasian creed. It has been said, that it at- 
tempts to explain mysteries 'which cannot be 
explained, and to impose its own interpreta- 
tion of them. But the trnth is, it does not 
attempt explanation of that which is incom- 
prehensible, it only collects what the scrip- 
tures have declared, respecting the Trinity, 
and the incarnation of Christ. It introduces 
indeed, an apt illustration of the latter doc- 
trine : ' as the reasonable soul and flesh are 
one man, so God and man are one Clirist : ' 
but will any one say that this is explanation ? 
It has been further and more severely blamed 
for what are called the damnatory cluuses. 
But surely, there is no want of charity in 
asserting that it is necessary, according to the 
terms of the gospel, to believe that there are 
three divine Persons in the Godhead, and that 
the second of these, the Son, was made man. 
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There Is as much charity in the Athanasian 
creed as in the warDing of St. John, "if 
there come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine," (the doctrine of Christ) " receive 
him not into your house, neither bid him God 
speed ;" ' or in the curse which St. Paul 
hurls against even the angel, who should dare 
to preach another mode of justification ;* or in 
the sentence which our Lord himself denounces 
on the infidel, " he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth in him." ^ It is clear, from the bible, 
that whoever is desirous of salvation must 
believe the doctrines of the gospel ; and cer- 
tainly it will be difficult for any orthodox man 
(to such I may presume I speak) to shew in 
what the essentials of the gospel faith consist, 
if among its very primary articles there be 
not these, that in the unity of the Godhead 
there are three Persons of one substance, 
power, and eternity, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost ; and that for us men, and 
for our salvation, God the Son became incar- 
nate. Tbe Athanasian creed does not, our 
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best divines have ever held, condemn those 
who coincide not exactly in all its expressions ; 
but the substance, the broad, general truths, 
it maintains, we must embrace, if we would 
have everlasting life. The scripture advances 
a step further, and pronounces him that " be- 
lievetb not, condemned already." And whereas 
it is said that the heresy against which this 
creed was composed has been long exploded, 
and therefore that it is now unnecessary in 
the church, the truth is, that that heresy, 
though under different names, is always work- 
ing ; and therefore very meet it is, that the 
church should, even to the end of time, plainly 
and explicitly declare her belief that Christ 
is "one with the Holy Ghost, in the glory 
of God the Father." 

Again, the practice of bowing at the name 
of Jesus has been complained of. But this 
is a very harmless ceremony, in which no 
man, if he disapproves it, is compelled to join. 
When however we recollect, that, because 
the divinity of Chrisf has been attacked, the 
Church, jealous of her Master's honour, in- 
structs her SODS to profess their adoration by 
an outward reverence to him, at whose 
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" name," we are told, " every knee shall bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth,"' why should any 
christian man refuse to unite with his brethren 
in this visible token of respect I 

But enough on these points. We stand 
while we repeat the creeds, to shew our de- 
termination to maintain and defend the faith 
we profess; and we all join in the recitation, 
because, " every man must believe for him- 
self, and ought to make the profession of his 
belief with his own mouth, since every one 
is to be justified and saved by his own faith, 
and not by the faith of others." * The 
closing Amen, is a solemn asseveration that 
the profession we have made is sincere. 

Let mein conclusion, address a few words, 

1. To those in whose heart there dwells 
no lively faith. 

In what a dreadful condition you stand ! 
You have professed yourselves believers, be- 
fore God, and before men ^ and yet in your 
heart you renounce that profession, in your 
works yon have denied the faith. You have no 
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excuse. You cannot plead ignorance of the 
truth. You have repeated the chief doctrines 
of the gospel a thousand times ; and as often 
for your insincerity, has the recording angel 
carried to the throne of God a fearful testi- 
mony against you, which cries, like the blood 
of Abel against his murderer, to the just and 
holy One, to whet his glittering sword and to 
smite you in his fury. Ah ! if you repent not, 
if you are satisfied with a bare assent to the 
truth, how will your mouth he closed in the 
day of judgment ! In your confessions, you 
h^ve continually acknowledged, that, " there is 
no health " in you ^ in the creed jou have as 
often professed, that there is forgiveness of 
sins in Christ, and that you have believed in 
him for it : and yet your life, careless, worldly, 
selfish, has every day given your profession 
the lie, and shewn, that you trample under 
foot your Saviour's cross. While they shall 
be binding you hand and foot, to cast you into 
outer darkness, you will be speechless, your 
own words here will have been evidence enough 
against you to condemn you. Yet, amazing 
grace ! you are still spared, God tries you a 
little longer, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
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may wash even your sin away. O provoke 
him no more ; but now, tww, now, " flee from 
the wrath to come," 

Lastly, to the Christian I say. 

Be consistent, and shew yonr faith by your 
works. You are hound by every considera- 
tion, to bring forth holy fruit. The Father 
himself hath loved you — jou will not displease 
so kind a parent : Christ hath bought you 
with a precious price — you will " glorify him 
in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
his : " the Holy Spirit hath wrought in you — 
you will not resist his gracious motions. You 
have stood forth the vowed servants of the 
Lord — you will not contradict your professed 
allegiance. Many eyes are on you ; even of a 
mighty "cloud of witnesses ; " "lay aside" 
therefore, in the strength of the Highest, 
" every weight, and the sin that doth easily 
beset you," and run with patient, persevering, 
growing earnestness, " the race that is before 
yon, looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of your faith." 
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LECTURE VI. 



J THE CHARACTER OF PRAYER. 



Romans xii. 13. 

Continuing instant in prayer. 

The scriptures have left us perhaps more 
frequent aud warmer admonitious to prayer, 
than to any other duty. The prophets and 
psalmists of most ancient times, and our Saviour 
and his apostles have alike pressed earnestly 
upon the church the importance of prayer. 
We can he placed in hardly any circumstances, 
to which they have not especially referred, 
aud commanded us to use therein continual 
prayer. In public,' and in private ; - under a 
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sense of sin,' and of infirmity;- in trouble,' 
and temptation ;* in affliction,^ and in persecu- 
tion ; ^ for our rulers/ our brethren,* our 
enemies," and for all men,'" we are instructed 
to offer up our prayers. It might be thought 
that such reiterated admonitioas vere need- 
less; that when once it was known, that God, 
from whom flows every precious gift, stands 
ready to accept petitions, a crowd of impor- 
tnnate suitors, of every condition, and of 
every class, would throng his presence, pre- 
ferring, with breathless anxiety, their eager 
and impassioned desires. But he that should 
imagine this, would shew himself very little 
acquainted with human nature. It requires 
all the energy of that Almighty Spirit who 
qoickeneth whom he will, to awaken in the 
heart of man such a real desire after heavenly 
blessings, as will pour itself forth in earnest, 
lively, spiritual devotion. And so multitudes, 
with a perverse and almost incredible blind- 
ness, either send up no petitions for the mercy 
of God, or offer them of such a kind, and in 

■Dan. ix. 13. ' James i. 5. spBalml. 15. 
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such a manner, as to be rather an affront to 
his majesty, than the pleasing^ sacrifice which 
he delighteth to accept. The loss ia all their 
own. They go without those true riches, 
which he liberally bestows on them that ask 
him. " Ye have not, because ye ask not : 
ye ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss," 
The sovereignty of God, from whom " all 
holy desires proceed," is no extenuation of 
this guilty carelessness. It never interferes 
with man's duty. As well might the husband- 
man refuse to sow his seed, because only a 
divine power ci^n nourish it and make it fruit- 
ful, as the sinner refuse to bend his knee in 
prayer, because the Lord alone can shed forth 
on him the "spirit of grace and supplication." 
Hence God treats us as reasonable creatures, 
and takes those means to bring us to a better 
mind, which are most likely, constituted as we 
are, to win upon us. And, as he is rich in 
mercy, he condescends to expostulate with ns, 
and has shewn us, in his word, a multitude 
of arguments why we [should " pray always 
and not faint." Every temptation, therefore, 
which the enemies of our salvation are so 
ready to furnish, and to which the infirmity 
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of oar nature is so apt to yield, to restrain 
prayer, must be strenuously resisted. The 
means of grace must, for our part, be dili- 
gently and actively employed, if we hope to 
attain God's blessing. The words of the test 
seem, in this respect, peculiarly forcible : — 
continue instant in prayer ; nse mighty and 
anremitted exertion ; opposition you may meet 
with, but cease not to struggle ; let your 
prayer be, as it were, the wrestling of a 
mortal conflict, on the issue of which is staked 
eternal life or everlastiug- death. 

In enforcing, on the present occasion, the 
command of our text, it may be profitable to 
speak, 

I. Of some of the difficulties and deficien- 
cies of prayer. 

II. Of the assistance afforded by the church, 
in principle and practice, in the supplicatory 
part of her ritual. I shall, 

III. Give you, on this subject, some prac- 
tical admonitions. 

I. In order to have a clear apprehension 

of the difficulties to be overcome in prayer, 

it will be necessary to make a preliminary 
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inquiry, — do we know what prayer is ? Many 
may be surprised at my putting' such a 
question, and think it one a very child could 
answer ; but it is to be feared, that compara- 
tively few among the multitudes who profess 
to bow the knees to God, do by their practice 
prove that they understand what genuine 
prayer is. Prayer is a sincere, earnest, 
humble, advised address to God for those 
things that we need. If we consider these 
several characteristics, we shall most readily 
perceive what are the opposite errors against 
which we are called on to guard. 

1. Prayer must be sincere. 

A formal repetition of words, however ex- 
cellent, so far from being an acceptable sacri- 
fice, is that vain oblation which God has 
declared he " caunot away with." The Pha- 
risees, we know, loved to make what they 
called " long ^rflj/ers," yet Paul, who had 
lived from bia youth " after the most strait- 
est sect of his religion," and who, therefore, 
doubtless practised every outward observance, 
was, by our Lord himself described as then 
first praying, ' when he bad seen the heavenly 
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vision at Damascus, and learned that that 
Jesus, whom he persecuted in his followers, 
was the Christ. Formality then is destruc- 
tive of the very essence of prayer ; yet it is 
a sin into which we are most prone to fall. 
The repetition of an act has a tendency to 
make thut act less impressive to us ; the fre- 
quent sight of any object, or occurrence of any 
event, has a tendency to make that object or 
event less striking. Death, if it happened 
but once in a century, would appear with a 
tremendous aspect ; but because every day 
a thousand fall at our side, and ten thousand 
at our right hand, it raises no alarm - and the 
passage of a fellow- creature into eternity, 
unless it be of some endeared and close con- 
nesion, is regarded with hardly greater emo- 
tion than an alteration in the weather, or a 
change of the wind. And so, the approach 
to the Most High, — -to him, in whose sight the 
angels humbly veil their faces ; to him at 
whose nod a thousand worlds tremble, — is, from 
its very facility and familiarify, regarded as a 
matter of such trilling moment, that no prepa- 
ration of the heart, no solemnization of the 
mind is thought of by the majority of hii 
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creatures here ; and often the most umneaning 
language is deemed sullicieiit to honour him 
who " searcheth the heart, and trieth the 
reins." Against this fatal irreverence we 
must keep especial guard ; we must remember 
that " God is a Spirit," and will have those 
that worship him to " worship him in spirit 
and in truth." 

2. Prayer must be earnest. 

Not only must it be sincere, or flow from 
the heart, but the desires must be intently 
£xed on the blessing that is asked for. And 
hence all wandering thoughts must be care- 
fully repressed. It is no uncommon thing 
for those who, in the main, are serious in their 
devotions, to lose a large portion, especially 
in public worship, by letting some trifling and 
most irrelevant ideas be continually gliding 
into the mind. Something they see in the 
place, in which tliey meet ; some circumstance 
that has lately occurred; some plan they have 
it in contemplation to execute, rushes into the 
memory, fastens on the attention, and causes 
them, for the time, to let go all consciousness 
of the presence in which they stand, and of 
the service in which they are engaged. I 
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hare said that this is not uniVequeBtly the case 
with those, who, in the. main, may desire to 
be serious; to what extent then does it not 
prevail with that numerous class who generally 
consider not why they present themselves before 
the majesty of heaven ! They give almost as 
mach attention to business or to amusement 
in the church, as in the couDting-house or the 
theatre ; and 1 believe there are not a few 
who purposely seek for some subject to enter- 
tain and occupy, their minds, to relieve the 
tedium they would otherwise experience. But, 
brethreu, if you were to wait upon a monarch 
with an important petition, if, when you had 
obtained the favour of an audience, and the 
sovereign was prepared to hear your requests, 
yon were to let your attention turn to the 
persons who surrounded you, the place in 
which you stood, the news of the day, any 
thing, in short, but the business you were come 
on, with what reception do you think your 
suit would meet f ' Let not those who so abuse 
my kindness, expect a favour at my hands.' 
And do you imagine that God may be served 
with treatment which you would not dare to 
offer to an earthly prince J I pray you. 
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brethren, to be upon your guard agaiDst those 
waQdering and distracting thoughts, vhich, 
if unchecked, will eat out the heart of all 
devotion. 

3. Prayer must be humble. 

It is absolutely incumbent on us to reflect, 
that we are not worthy of the least of all 
God's mercies. We have no claim to be 
heard by him, but that which bis unmerited 
kindness furnishes. And as we know that 
among men, no one will bestow a favour, 
(however ready he might otherwise have been 
to give it,) if demanded as a right, so we 
need not wonder that the boast of the Pha- 
risee, " I fast twice in the week, I give 
tithes of all that I possess," is rejected of the 
Lord, while the broken-hearted supplication 
of the Publican, " God be merciful to me a 
sinner," is graciously accepted. Yet there 
are many who seem to think they make 
God their debtor by their prayers : they have 
prayed so often, and so long, that the Lord is 
bound in justice to reward them ; just as if, 
because a beggar in the street is importunate, 
he has therefore a , legal claim upon you for 
relief. And where this very gross idea is not 
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entertained, there is still, most often, a kind 
of complacent feeling, when the prayer is 
made ; a sort of self- righteous satisfaction ia 
die work, instead of a simple humble looking 
up beyond the channel to the blessing ve need, 
and to him who gives it. Let all such rem- 
nants of pride be carefully and promptly 
checked. 

4. Prayer must be advised. 

" Keep thy foot," says Solomon, " when 
thon goest to the house of God : be not rash 
with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be 
hasty to otter any thing before God ; for God 
is in heaven, and thou upon earth."' We 
are to remember, that what we ask, we must 
ask in faith. Now farth can properly he in 
exercise, only where there is a promise, or a 
command, for it to rest on. " This is the 
confidence," says the apostle John, that we 
have in him, that if we itsk any thing accord- 
inj to /lis will, he hearetb us."^ It becomes 
ns, therefore, to approach with solemn de- 
liberation, with a will submissive to God's 
purposes, and to oSer him, not a crude and 
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hurried sacrifice, but those holy well-ordered 
desires, vhich, as his Spirit prompts, so he, 
that " knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit," will fulfil, " because he maketh inter- 
cession for the saiDts according to the will of 
God." 

Having thus, in some measure, pointed out 
the nature of prayer, and glanced at those 
particulars in which we are most liable to be 
deficient, I proceed to shew, 

II. How our church, in her ritual, lends 
her helping hand to those who would be true 
and spiritual worshippers. 

It is manifestly impossible that the church 
can confer grace ; she cannot change a formal 
into a sincere and truly religious heart ; she 
cannot limit the mind's free range, and forcibly 
prevent the entrance of undevotional imagina- 
tions : but she can and does, as we have 
already seen, warn men of the danger of 
offering only outward service, " rend your 
heart and not your garments : " she can and 
does instruct her sons to accompany her 
ministers, " with a pure heart," to the throne 
of him who looks, not upon the words, but 
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OB the affections ; aod therefore, as far aa in 
her lies, she requires at their Land a sincere 
and spiritual sacrifice. The intermixing also 
of praise, of the reading of God's word, of the 
coufessioD of our sins, with prayer, has, as we 
have before seen, this peculiar advantage, 
that thereby, the understanding is instructed, 
the thoughts are collected, the attention kept 
ap ; and hence the supplicatory part of our 
worship is more likely to be made, as it ought 
to be, a lively and reasonable service. The 
church inculcates tbe deepest humility. The 
burden of all her prayers is, " we are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under thy table ; but thou art the same Lord, 
whose property is always to have mercy," 
And with respect to tbe last characteristic 
mark of prayer, that it should not be crude 
and undigested, her whole service-book is com- 
posed for this particular purpose, and on this 
special principle : for this .she has carefully and 
laboriously drawn up, and commended to our 
use, those prayers which she conceives most 
nearly in accordance with the revealed will of 
God. 

But to examine a little more closely, the 
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remainder of the daily service. After the 
Creed, comes a scripture versicle, with its 
response ; ' and then that brief, and impres- 
sive, admonition to renewed and increasing 
earnestness of devotion, " let us pray." The 
succeeding three versicles, antiquity called 
the lesser litany ; and very early were they 
admitted into the formularies of the church. 
They are fitly placed before the Lord's prayer, 
because it is expedient that we implore God's 
mercy, before we resort to him in set petitions. 
The address in these versicles is to the three 
Persons of the blessed Trinity. "We then 
again recite the Lord's prayer ; because it is 
,n perfect model of supplication, and therefore 
most fitted to give the tone to all the parts 
and portions of our worship. Some scriptural 
^aculations follow: and because the major 
part of them is taken out of the psalms of 
David, ^ the priest, when he repeats them, is 
directed to stand up. Next in order, are the 
collects, so called, either because many peti- 
tions are collected in them into one body, or 

' Vide Ruth ii, 4. 
Vide Paalm lixiv. 7. 1 Bamuei i. 24. PinJm iv. 1. 
Fulm cxxxii. 9. Psalm sxvm. S, 2 Kinga x 
XI. 12. FBBJmli. 10, 11. 
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because they are gathered from several por- 
tions of scripture, especially from the epistles 
and gospels of the day. Many of these col- 
lects are of great autiquity, and have been 
worthily retained from the primitive liturgies. 
And then, according to the apostolic injunction,' 
we pray for our sovereign and his family ; and 
as we know, that except power from above 
reDcter effectual the labours of God's ministers, 
they are in vain, we implore " the dew of his 
blessing " on the clergy, and all the congre- 
gations committed to their charge. "We ex- 
tend our supplication to the necessities of " all 
sorts and conditions of men ; " we ask, in the 
spirit of enlarged charity, the welfare of the 
whole catholic, or universal, church, and re- 
commend to God's mercy all who may be 
in affliction or distress. The scripture will 
inform us, how effectual is the church's inter- 
cession, in behalf of her tried and troubled 
members." Then recollecting our many bless- 
ings, and desirous, " in every thing, to give 
thanks," we offer to our gracious Father, our 
hearty gratitude for the abundant mercies 
with which he crowns us. We afterwards 
^^Mnde 1 Timothj ii. 2. ' Vide Acts lii. 5, 12. 
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remind our Saviour of the promise lie once 
grave, where two or three are gathered in 
name, to he present in the midst of them ; 
and then we conclude with an apostolic prayer 
of benediction.^ This is the order of our 
common daily ritual: the litany, and altar- 
service, I reserve for future consideration. 

And now I would beg you to examine, 
whether the prayers we use be not strictly 
scriptural, whether they do not comprehend 
our general wants ; whether they do not ac- 
knowledge God the fountain of all blessing; 
whether thev do not call into exercise holy 
faith in those promises which the Lord has 
^ven to his people. I do from my heart, 
believe, that the more our ritual is considered 
And thought upon, the more clearly it will be 
seen to he adapted to perform that office which 
prayer is especially intended to perform, viz, 
to excite humility, und penitence, and faith, 
and hope, and love, and joy, and warm de- 
votion ; in a word, to edify the body of Christ. 



III. Let us now attend to the practical 
1 admonitions with which this subject supplies us. 
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1 . The first is ; seek to get a deep feeling 
of your apiritual wants. 

If this be really wrought in you, it will 
prove the hest cure for formality and wander- 
ing thoughts. There is little need to exhort 
a person, who sees himself just perishing, to 
cry earnestly for help ; indeed you hardly 
will persuade him to think of any thing else. 
And thus, it is because men fancy themselves 
" rich, and increased with goods, and in need 
of nothing," and know not that they are 
*' wretched, and poor, and miserable, and 
blind, and naked," that they are careless 
and lukewarm. Set yourselves, therefore, to 
understand your true condition. Learn the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin. See in how many 
ways you have transgressed God's command- 
ments. Discover that you are unable to free 
yourselves from the curse of his law. Look at 
the hosts of enemies whom you have to encoun- 
ter ; the multitude of dangers that beset you ; 
the temptations by which you may fall. Know 
that your own strength is weakness, your own 
wisdom folly. When you have taken such a 
minute view of yourselves, your wants, your 
difficulties, you will rejoice that there is a 



1 
I 



136 



cBS^jyftife 



treasure of eternal mercy in Cbrlst, you will 
be most anxious to ask, that you may receive 
from him, grace sufficient for you. 

3. Again; endeavour to acquire a pervading 
sense of God's presence. 

Those, whose prayers are empty and unholy 
forms, act under an imagination (unacknow- 
ledged, it may be, even to themselves,) that 
they can elude his eye. If you truly believed 
that God is near to mark the thoughts of your 
hearts, you would not dare to thrust him from 
jt)ur mind : there would be a feeling of awe 
and reverence upon you, under which you 
could not venture to mock him with lip-service. 
And therefore, when you are about to bow 
the knee before the Lord, whether in public 
or in private, let me intreat you to take first 
of all a view of what you are going to do ; 
collect your thoughts ; say within yourselves, 
— I am now entering the presence of the King 
of kings; I who am but dust and ashes, am 
taking upon me to speak to iiiM who made 
heaven and earth: he will scrutinize my heart: 
he will penetrate my motives : before his eye 
the inward workings of my soul will lie bare ; 
" Let then the words of mv mouth, and the 
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meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my strength, and my Re- 
deemer." — Such reflections will have a ten- 
dency to solemnize your mind, and to repress 
the motions of spiritual pride. 

3. Again ; seek for answers to your prayers. 

Yon would not be content, had you a 
petition to an earthly monarch, with knowing 
merely that it reached his hands ; you would 
anxiously desire to learn how he received it, and 
"what answer he would give ; and if your life 
or death depended on it, in what ago'niziug sus- 
pense would you expect from him your fate. 
And yet men, when they have said their 
prayers to God, on whose fiat their eterDal 
destinies hang, imagine that ail is over ; they 
think no more of their petitions ; they fre- 
quently arraign of eothasiasm, those who are 
inclined to act as the psalmist did, " I will 
hear what God the Lord will speak."' I set 
before such persons the example of Jacob : 
he wrestled with the Lord, and prevailed, he 
persisted in his supplication, and would not 
let the divine messenger quit him till "he 
blessed him there." I set before such persons 
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the example of Elijah : he prayed that it 
might rain ; and he sent repeatedly his servant 
to look npoD the sea, if any clouds were risiag 
in answer to his petitions ; nor did he cease 
to intercede, till the darkened sky prog- 
nosticated certainly an approaching' tempest. 
Learn a lesson of the children of this world, 
who are wise in their generation : when the 
husbandman has sown his seed, he tends it 
day by day, and watches with anjiious ex- 
pectation, its promise of a harvest. If his 
hopes are, in any respect, disappointed, he 
investigates the cause, he avoids with re- 
doubled industry hia former errors, he keeps 
still the end in view, he " rises early and 
late takes rest," till his garner, replenished 
with the golden store, has put the crown upon 
his patient labours. Such diligence you 
should use in prayer. It is preposterons 
to employ a cause, and not to regard the 
effect. You must "wait" upon the Lord, 
if you would have him " incline" to you and 
" hear your cry." 

Lastly, seek in prayer the aid of the divine 
Spirit. 

You " know not what you should pray for 
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as you ought:'" he only can "help your 
infirmities." And just as a fair and goodly 
image, though perfect in form and feature, 
if it have not the breath of life, is but a vain 
mockery of a man, so the most admirable 
pmyer, complete in all its parts, if it be not 
animated with spiritual life, is only a useless 
shadow, destitute of substance. The Holy 
Spirit's influences are always needed. He 
must make us desirous of God's blessing, he 
must teach us to ask for it aright, he must 
keep up our continued devotion, ' preventing 
us, that we . may have a good will, and 
working with us, when we have that good 
will.'* God will give his Spirit unto those 
that ask him.^ Apply to him for it. Plead 
his promise. You shall find it faithful. And 
then shall your devotion be an acceptable, 
well-ordered service : your prayer shall be 
" set forth before God as incense, and the 
lifting up of your hands be as the pleasant 
evening sacrifice." 
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LECTURE VII. 



ON THE ENCOURAGEMENTS TO PHAYER. 



Ephesians II. 18. 



For through him we both haw acce 
Spirit unto the Father. 



: bi/ one 



In the last lecture, I discussed the propriety 
of the apostolic injunctioD to be " instant," 
persevering and energetic, " in prayer : " I 
noticed some of those errors, a'ld difiiculties 
and distractions, which are chiefly to be 
guarded against, by those who would be faith- 
ful worshippers ; and I endeavoured to ex- 
plain how our church, obeying the divine 
command, assists our weakness, by putting 
words into our mouths, wherewith to return 
unto the Lord our God : I shall in the pre- 
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sent discourse, enlarge on the encouragement 
we have to believe tliiit our prayers sljall not 
be offered in vain. 

" The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much : " for a new and living 
way of accesij is opened to the Father. By 
the Mosaic dispensation, an approach to God 
was the peculiar privilege of the Jew : ' and 
even he was not admitted to the Holiest, but 
must offer his supplications at a distance from 
the very and immediate presence of the Lord. 
" But in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes 
were far off, are made nigh by the blood of 

Christ He hath made both (Jew and 

Gentile) one, .... and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition : . . . . and that he 
might reconcile both unto God in one body 
by the cross, .... He came and preached 
peace to you which were afar off, and to them 
that were nigh ; for through him we both have 
access by one Spirit unto the Father." 
Through the person, sacrifice, and mediation 
of Christ, believers of every nation were 
introduced, with acceptance, in their worship. 
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to the Father's presence, under the blessed 
teaching and influence of the Spirit, one with 
the Father and the Son.' Surely we should 
not be backward to avail ouraelyes of a 
privilege so precious as this is: and as the 
miser counts his treasure, so ought we to 
reckon iip the riches of our inheritance, and 
to ascribe glory to that gracious Saviour, 
who, " though he was rich, yet, for our sahes, 
became poor, that we through his poverty, 
mifrht he made rich." 
I shall speak 

I. Of the grounds of assurance we 
posisess, that access is opened unto God for 
ns in prayer ; and, 

II. In some observations on the portion of 
our service called the litany, I shall shew, 
that those grounds are there depended on, 
and energetically pleaded. 

I. To the first point. 

Man, when fallen, had no claim to be 
favourably heard by God. He might cry for 
mercy indeed, and deplore his lamentable 

' Vide Scott's Commcntttrj', 



condition, but he could liave do reason to 
believe, that such a cry \rouId conciliate relief. 
The pity of his Maker was all that, by any 
possibility, he could appeal to : but we know 
that frequently it is the part of justice to, 
draw back the hand which pity would extend. 
And besides, even pity ts not very easily ex- 
cited, when he that implores it, has been himself 
the sole and wicked author of his miseries. 
There was therefore, no ground for expecta- 
tion, after man's transgression, that his 
Maker would listen to his prayer. Yet, 
from a principle of love, almost incredible, 
God had far other thoughts than to banish 
for ever, from his presence, those who had 
offended. The fallen angels he reserved, in 
" chains of darkness," against the judgment 
of the last day : to man he gave a place for 
repentance. The Father consented to accept 
the satisfaction of Christ for our transgres- 
sions ; the Son devoted himself, in flesh, to the 
suffering of a cruel death ; the Spirit was will- 
ing to exert his life- he stowing power, and to 
dwell, as in a temple,' in the bodies of those he 
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should quicken. Thus at once would justice 
be satisfied, and mercv be honoured; and the 
polluted rebels would be washed, and sancti- 
fied, and brought near, as holy children, unto 
_ God their Parent, So that, though unworthy 
ofTenders, we may now come with boldness 
to the Father, and, in dependance on his 
good-will, may offer him a plea which he is 
delighted to accept; we may call upon the 
Son, our Saviour, to remember that he is 
" bone of our bone," and to intercede for us ; 
we may look for the precious influences of 
the Holy Ghost, to succour our infirmities, 
and to dwell in our hearts, the kindly " Spirit 
of adoption : " we may see all the persons of 
the Godhead working in accordance, to dis- 
play " glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good-will towards men : " we 
may therefore cry in faith, " holy, blessed, 
and glorious Trinity, three Persons and one 
God, have mercy upon us, miserable sinners." 
The promise of God is that which ought to 
assure our hearts; yet, as when we see the 
beginning of a work, we more confidently 
believe the declaration that it one day will 
be finished, so the fact, that a multitude of 
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necessary steps to our salvation have been 
already taken, oiigbt, in all reason, to confirm 
us in the persuasion, that " we have not 
followed cunningly- devised fables." What 
God has done, is a blessed pledge of what he 
will do. Now the ancient patriarchs had, 
as to the great work of redemption, little 
more than the announcement of the Lord, 
that he would, at some future time, send 
forth his Son as an atonement for sin ; and 
on this announcement they were required to 
repose their faith. Indeed, because the coun- 
sels of the Highest shall stand, the satisfaction 
was coTisidered as performed, even though 
" the fulness of the time" was not yet arrived 
when Christ should be " made of a woman." 
The purposes of the Eternal Mind are, at once, 
OS if completed ; they are, at once, possessed 
of energy and effect. Hence the Saviour is 
called " the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world." ^ But this counsel was not 
manifested, it was not actually accomplished; 
there was, therefore, to men, as I have said^ 
only the annunciation. There was type, there 
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m&s prophecy, but there was no tangible ac- 
complished fact, to prove to them that God 
reconciled to sinners. " They received 
not the promises," ' (that is, the things pro- 
mised) but they only saw them afar off ; yet 
they " were persuaded of them, and embraced 
them;" they were "strong in faith, giving 
glory to God." 

fFe stand on higher ground, — -we see the 
Jwork of satisfaction complete : we can point 
1o the price already paid, the body already 
broken, the blood already shed, the door ac- 
tually opened : we have, as it were, a host 
of " things immutable," by which, as it is 
" impossible for God to lie," we may have, 
in our approach to him, " a strong conso- 
lation." The incarnation of Christ, and his 
birth into the world, give evidence that some 
mighty work is about to be performed ; his 
circumcision and his baptism shew his obedi- 
ence to the law ; his fasting aod temptation 
proclaim his sympathy with us, being "com- 
passed with infirmity," and " in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin ;" his 
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agony and bloody sweat display III s love, which 
shruDk not from the endurance of the bitterest 
sorrow for us ; bis cross and passion, his death 
and burial, declare that satisfaction is made 
for sin ; his resurrection and ascension testify 
his triumph " over death, and liim that had 
the power of death, the devil." his promise 
of the Holy Spirit signifies that " all power 
is given him both in heaven, and in earth," 
and that he has received precious blessings to 
bestow on those that ask him : I say, the very 
facts of Christ's history, which I have shortly 
referred to, are themselves evidence sufficient, 
that there is a new and living way of access to 
the Father, by which whosoever cometh, shall 
not be sent empty away. For why was Christ 
born, if he did not come to "save his people 
from their sinsf" why was he "under the 
law," if it were not to " bring in an everlast- 
ing righteousness i " why subject to tempta- 
tion if it were not to " succour them that are 
tempted ? " why did he agonize and bleed, 
if not for love of us, for he had no guilt to 
work him sorrow ? why die upon the tree, if 
not as " a sacrifice for sin?" why rise glo- 
rious from the grave, if not to " lead cap- 
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tivify captive ? " wliy promise the Holy Spirit, 
if he were not, ia his precious gifts and 
comforting influences, and sacred graces, to 
abide with the church for ever? The history 
of Christ cannot be comprehended, if we be 
not, through him, authorized to look for grace 
sufficient for us. For, as the apostle argues, 
" he that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, tiow shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things t " ' This is the 
warrant we have for expecting the fulfilment 
of God's promises, and an answer to our 
prayers ; this ia the ground whereon our faith, 
in supplication, is to rest. .^_ 



It is his work which gives all hope its foun- 
dation ; it is his intercession which gives all 
prayer its efficacy ; it is in him that " the 
promises are yea and amen," being sealed with 
hia blood, so that we know that, whatsoever 
we ask in his name, he heareth us. We have 
that to point to, which Christ has already 
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DONE. The counsel of peace is accomplished ; 
the barriers betwixt earth and heaveu are 
broken down ; and though a soldier may have 
a noble confidence in his captain that he will 
achieve the victory, and bis spirit may be 
high, and he may count securely on the booty 
fae shall gain ; yet this confidence is very differ- 
ent from the joy with which that soldier looks 
hack upon the victory won, the foe actually 
destroyed, the spoil actually shared. Such 
expectant warriors were the ancient fathers : 
such laurelled warriors are we, that believe 
in Jesus. They marched forwards in gloom 
and darkness, for " the way was not yet made 
manifest;'/ before us "at the brightness of 
his presence, the clouds have removed," we ap- 
proach with boldness even to the throne of God. 
And thus, I say, since the appearing of Christ 
in the flesh, the Christian's hope has stood, not 
upon anticipative promises, but upon facts ; 
we may, therefore, rest assured, that as he 
has begun, so he will continue to act, Ib 
there before me a trembling and penitent 
sinner who dares scarcely ask the mercy that 
he longs for I Fear not, my brother ; the 
sorrow in thine heart, the tear upon thy cheek. 
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is dear in thy Saviour'a eye : his blood shall 
plead for thee; thitt blood, which, speaking 
" better things than the blood of Abel," cries 
for mercy to thy transgression, and for ac- 
ceptance of thy person. And there is no 
man too far estranged from God to be heard 
and answered of him : there is no " wall of 
partition" now: "there is no difference be- 
tween the Jew and the Greek ; but the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
him ; " 1 through Christ, we all " have access 
^ one Spirit unto the Father." 

I come, 

II. To offer some observations on that 
beautiful part of our ritual, called the litany^ 
in which we shall see that the grounds of assu- 
rance just maintained, are depended on, and 
most energetically pleaded. 

The litany is a service appointed to be 
read, after morning prayer, three times a 
week. It commences with an invocation of 
each Person of the Godhead separately, and 
of the whole Trinity unitedly, and with affect- 
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ing and penitent humility, it implores " mercy 
upon us miserable ainEers." A series of pe- 
titions succeed, beseeching deliverance from 
all those evils which we feel or fear; and so 
full is the enumeration, that we can hardly 
imagine a calamity, or danger, either to the 
soul or tbe body, which we do not here espe- 
cially deprecate. Then the grounds of hope 
are recited, and all those pleas on which we 
have been dweJliug, — gathered from the life, 
and work, and death of Christ — are solemnly 
and simply urged. These are our only claim : 
we have sinned, and done wickedly, but " we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, and he is the propitiatioa 
for our sins," 

We afterwards ask deliverance in four 
perilous seasons particularly, "in alt time of 
our tribnlation, in all time of our wealth, in 
the hour of death, and in the day of judg- 
ment." That tribulation, death, and judgment, 
are perilous seasons, no man will for one mo- 
ment question ; but it is more than doubtful, 
whether persons do, in general, consider the 
perils that environ those that will be rich. 
Riches are eagerly desired by almost alt men : 
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but they bring' wifb them a snare, and " many 
foolish and hurtful lusts." Riches wed men's 
affections to the world, they dim the prospect 
of eternity, they harden the heart, they dis- 
sipate serious reflections, they too often de- 
throne the God of heayen, and erect in his 
stead, a miserable idol, a golden image, before 
which alt people, and nations, and languages, 
are ready to fall down and worship.— O ye 
that are rich, recollect that ye stand upon a 
precipice, and that nothing but the strong 
grace of Christ can preserve you from a ruin- 
ous fall. Be it ever your most earnest prayer, 
" In all time of our wealth, good Lord, 
deliver us." 

We next engag'e in a number of intercessory 
petitions, for the church, for tbe king and 
royal family, for the clergy, for counsellors, 
magistrates, and for all men ; for those that 
have erred and are deceived, that are in 
danger and affliction, that are desolate and 
oppressed, and for our enemies and perse- 
cutors t hardly any class of persons can be 
thought of, for whom there is not here an 
intercession, praying that some suitable mercy 
may be bestowed upon them. 
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After some ejaculatory prayers, we repeat 
our Saviour's perfect form of words, we aak 
protection against all those evils which the 
malice of men, or of fallen spirits, might 
devise against us ; and then, reminding the 
Ijord of his wonders of old time, we intreat 
him, for his own honour, to shew " his arju 
is not shortened that it cannot save." The 
scriptures are full of such impassioned as- 
pirations. "Awake, awake, put on strength, 
O arm of the Lord ; awake as in the ancient 
days, in the generations of old. Art thou not 
it that hath cut Rahub, and wounded the 
dragon? " ' Then succeed versicles, in which 
praise is intermingled with supplication : and 
a comprehensive prayer, for deliverance from 
all ills that we deserve, closes the service. 

I feel that my limits have compelled me 
to give a very inadequate sketch of this most 
admirable part of our public worships of 
which it has been well remarked, that ' the 
enumeration of human wants and sufferings, 
in the litany, is nearly complete, so that a 
christian petitioner can have few things to ask 
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of God, or to deprecate, which he will not 
find there expressed with iuimitable tenderness 
and siraplicity.' ' In fact, the litany breathes 
the deepest humility, the most lively faith, 
the most ardent devotion : it is precisely the 
supplication of an affectionate child, bemoan- 
ing himself before a father, whom he feels he 
has offended, and who, he knows, will forgive 
him. May we, when we use it, enter into 
its spirit, and we shall receive an abundant 
blessing ! ^ 

There have been, at different times, excep- 
tions made to some of the expressions in the 
litany ; but they are, in general, so trifling 
and frivolous, as hardly to deserve a serious 
consideration. There is, however, one peti- 
tion, respecting which doubts have lieen 
entertained by so many, that it seems proper 
to endeavour to place it in its true light : 
I allude to the prayer we offer against sudden 
death. It has been urged, that, to those who 
are prepared, sudden death is sudden glory, 
the richest favour our Father can bestow, 
and therefore that the prayer should be 

^^1 > Pole;. ' Vide Note I. ,^H| 
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' from sudden and unprepared 
death." But those who make the objection, 
forget that vre are to ask not simply for what 
may be advantageous to ourselves, hut rather 
for that Tchich may shew forth the ^lory of 
God in the world, and conduce to the good 
of oar brethren. Now this end, the sudden 
death of even a saint, is not ordinarily calcu- 
lated to answer. I cannot, however, better 
defend this clause, than by refering to the 
eloquent vindication of it, by the apostolic 
Hooker. ' Is there, says he, any man of 
worth and virtue, although not instructed in 
the school of Christ, or ever t&ught what 
the soundness of religion meaneth, that had not 
rather end the days of tliis transitory life, as 
Gyrus in Xenophon, or in Plato Socrates, 
are described, than to sink down with them of 
whom Elihu hath said, " in a moment they 
shall die," there is scarce an instant between 
their flourishing and their not being? But 
let ns, who know what it is to die as Absalom, 
or Ananias and Sapphira died, let ns beg of 
God, that when the hour of our rest is come, 
the pattern of our dissolution may be Jacob, 
Moses, Joshua, David ; who, leisurably end- 
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ing their Uvea in peace, prayed for the mer- 
cies of God to come upon their posterity, 
replenished the hearts of the nearest unto 
them with words of memorable cousolation, 
strengthened them in the fear of God. gave 
them wholesome instructioDs of life, and con- 
firmed them in true religion ; in sum, tanght 
the world no less virtuously how to die, than 
they had before done how to live. To such 
as judge thijigs according to the sense of 
natural man, and ascend no higher, suddenness, 
because it shorleneth their grief, should in 
reason be most acceptable Quick rid- 
dance out of life is often both requested and 
bestowed as a benefit. Commonly therefore, 
it is for virtuous considerations, that wisdom 
so far prevaileth with man, as to make them 
desirous of slow and deliberate death, against 
the stream of their sensual inclination, content 
to endure the longer grief and bodily pain, 
that the soul may have time to call itself to 
a just account of all things past, by means 
whereof, repentance is perfected, there is 
wherein to exercise patience, the joys of the 
kingdom of heaven have leisure to present 
themselves, the pleasures of sin and this 
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world's vanities are censured with uncorrnpt 
jadgment, charity is free to make advised 
choice of the soil wherein her last seed may 
most faithfully be bestowed, the mind is at 
liberty to have due regard of that disposition 
of worldly things which it can never after- 
wards alter ; and because the nearer we draw 
unto God, the more we are oftentimes 
enlightened with the shining beams of his 
glorious presence, as being then almost in 
sight, a leisurable departure may in that case 
bring forth for the good of such as are pre- 
sent, that which shall cause them for ever 
after from the bottom of their heart to pray, 
" O let us die the death of the righteous, and 
let our last end be like theirs." All which 
b^iefits and opportunities are, by sudden death, 
prevented.' ^ It is a very weak objection to these 
arguments to say, as some have said, that they 
are not universally applicable, for that there 
is one case, that of martyrdom, wherein 
sodden death brings glory to God, and advan- 
tage to the spectators ; there are few Chris- 
tians, with a proper sense of their own inlir- 
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inities, who would refuse to pray that they 
might be spared that sharp and fiery trial. 
On the whole then, I think it will appear, 
that, here as in a multitude of other places, 
what inattentive baste may condemn, calm 
and candid reflection will approve. 

I CLOSE the anbject with two or three 
observations. 

1. With what holy faith ought we to ap- 
proach the mercy-seat ! 

God Las done many mighty works to over- 
come our unbelief. He has sent his servants ; 
he has given us his Son: can we not believe 
that he is in earnest, when he proclaims, with 
such witnesses, a door of access opened to 
him ! And we see, from the formularies 
which our fathers have left us, that they 
credited his word ; they addressed him, and 
have taught us to address him in the language 
of faith and filial boldness : why, when using 
their words, should we not catch their spirit 
also f They were " of like passions and in- 
firmities" with us, and whatever faith they 
had, came from him, whose hand is still open 
to bestow all tlie blessings of the eternal 
covenant on those who ask him. The ex- 
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amples we have, in scripture, of successful 
prayer, are most abundant: men seem, by 
prayer, to have almost wielded at will, the 
omnipotence of Jehovah. Let not us, then, 
brethren, be faithless, but believing: let us 
be '* followers of them, who, through faith 
and patience, inherit the promises." 

2. Lastly: how forcibly is practical religion 
urged upon us, by the prayers which our 
church has put into our mouths. 

In the litany, we pray against " pride, 
vain-glory, and hypocrisy : " ought we not to 
strive earnestly against these unholy affec- 
tions, lest the sins, against which we have 
testified in our supplications, convict us of 
approaching the Most High with a lie in our 
right hand! For if you pray against an evil, 
and yet, when you rise from your knees, care- 
lessly resign yourselves to its sway ; what is 
yotir prayer but an empty form, nay, a mockery 
of the living God ! In the litany, we pray 
against " the deceits of the world ; " can that 
prayer have heen sincere, if, immediately 
yoa go and mingle in all the frivolities and 
vanities, which the world has been able to 
invent I In the litany we pray for 
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enemies : " can that prayer have been genuine, 
if you retain hostile, or unkindly feelings, 
against any one, no matter how deeply he 
may have injured you ? And so I might 
reason on all the petitions of the service. Let 
me therefore, brethren, recommend to your 
most serious consideration the words you utter; 
lest, by the unsanctified use of them, you 
draw down ruin and condemnation on your* 
selves : for the Lord requires a pure offering, 
and a holy sacrifice. "Judge yourselves" 
herein, I pray you, " lest ye be judged of 
the Lord." 



LECTURE VIII. 



Romans hi. 31. 



Do we then make void the law through faith ? 
God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 



The gospel and the law are often repre- 
sented as in a state of opposition. And, in 
truth, they are so far in opposition, as that, in 
onr fallen state, the law is to us the 
tration of death, and the gospel the minis- ■ 
tratioii of life; the law exacts strict justice, i 
the gospel dispenses mercy. Yet, in Christ, [ 
these two extremes can come near; " mercy | 
and truth " can meet together, " righteousneaa J 
i peace" can emhrace each other. 
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In the work of redemptioii, the law and the 
igospel have each its proper office, to display 
the purity and glory of God. The law cannot 
justify, but it can do the work of "a school- 
master, to bring us unto Christ," it can be a rale 
of holy life, by which, they that are Christ's, 
are manifestly distinguished from an ungodly 
world. So that it must not be imagined that 
Messiah came " to destroy the law and the 
prophets:" he came "not to destroy, hut to 
fulfil." His advent was indeed, in its con- 
sequence, to dissolve the judicial law of Moses, 
and to abrogate the Jewish constitution, be- 
cause that blinded race knew not the time of 
their visitation, but it was also accurately to 
accomplish that which the ceremonial precepts 
had figured under types and shadows, and 
thus to put the full stamp upon their divine 
origin, it was to re-establish, and confirm anew, 
the moral law, to exhibit it ia its more just 
and fair proportions, and to show to men more 
evidently its nature, character, and use. " Do 
we then make void the law, through faith .' 
God forbid : yea, we establish the law." 

I have, on former occasions, endeavoured to 
illustrate the daily prayers of our church ; the 
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altsT service comes, in course, before ua this 
evening ; and it is the last part of our ritual, 
to which I design, iu these lectures, calling 
your attention. One of its most prominent 
featares is, the solemn rehearsal of the moral 
lav; it has therefore appeared to me not in- 
appropriate, 

I. To shew you, from the text I have taken, 
how that law is confirmed by the preaching 
of faith. 

I shall then be better able, in the 

Ilnd place, to explain and enforce the 
purpose of the church. 

May he, who only can influence the human 
heart, grant us to be, " not hearers only, bnt 
doers of the wordl" 

I. " If there had been a law given, which 
could have given life, verily, righteousness 
should have been hy the law." ' Bnt it follows, 
from the very nature of a law, that it must be 
perfecthj obeyed. A law which should allow 
transgression, would be no law at all ; for 
whatever is allowed by law, is lawful. To 
imagine, therefore, that God's law can admit 
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or excuse an imperfect compliance with it, is to 
suppose, that God has, by law, sanctioned sin, 
u other words, that he has made sin to be no 
ID. So thai, unless we would confound all 
distinction of right and wrong, we must con- 
elude that God requires unsinning obedience 
to his commands. 

It may seem that I am needlessly arguing 
this point, for that it is too plain to be disputed ; 
and so it is, when we look at it, divested of 
those glosses, which the false pride of man 
has thrown upon it. Yet because so many 
trust, that, if their actions be not very bad, 
they shall find excuse from the strict letter 
of the law, it is perhaps necessary to dwell on 
the unsoundness of such an imagination, and to 
exhibit to you the law, as God exhibits it, 
unbending, and most rigorous in its execution, 
satisfied with nothing abort of full obedience, 
in thought, and word, and deed. Such a law 
might be observed by perfect creatures ; it 
might have been observed by Adam ; but be 
transgressed, and we, in him, are " very far 
gone from righteousness, and are inclined to 
evil." ' In our natural state, therefore, we 
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coDtinnally disbonoar the law, we transgress 
it in a thousand ways, and, were we left to 
oarselves, we should go on to all eternity, 
transgressing, and trampling it beneath our 
feet. If is true, it would visit us, for this, 
with the vengeance of its curse : but it never 
could obtain from us that obedience, in which 
only it delights. 

And therefore mercy steps in, to "establish 
the law;" not, as some men thiuk, to moderate 
its rigour, and to render it content with a lower 
compliance than before, but to pay it its full 
honour, and thereby to loose the avenging 
hold it would otherwise have upon the sinner. 
This was accomplished by the obedience of 
Christ unto death. He honoured the law, 
for he obeyed it to the last tittle ; he took 
away its curse, for he hare, in his own person, 
its extreme condemnation. For his sake, 
therefore, God can receive transgressors, and 
account them righteous. " God," says the 
apostle, "was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them."' 
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We are not to infer from this, that Christ has 
purchased, for his followers, a liberty to siii. 
That would defeat the very end for which 
mercy was exercised. Mercy, as we have 
seen, stepped in to restore its honour to the 
law, to enable it to resume its just dominion 
over men. And herein we perceive the pecu- 
liar glory of redemption. It was not merely a 
kind and beneGcent act, letting go the prisoners 
appointed to die ; it was a mightier work by 
far, it was to chang'e the leopard's spots, and 
to wash the Ethiopian white.' And if it were 
glory to create a world from nothing, and to 
make a perfect, reasonable creature, from the 
dust of the ground, no one resisting him; surely 
it was greater glory, in spite of opposition, to 
undo ruin as though it had not been, to bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean, and to trans- 
form the polluted miserable slave, to which 
man was fallen, into a pure, and free, and 
happy son of God, reflecting once again the 
bright radiance of his Creator's image. This 
indeed was worthy of the Deity, to educe 
good from evil : no wonder it is a mystery 

' Vide Jer. xiii. 23. 
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into which the "angels desire to look." Christ, 
therefore, makes those whom he delivers from 
the law's coDdemnatioD, to honour its com- 
mands, and to love its sway. No obedience 
can be real, which is Dot dictated by love, i 
The slave, who works on in fetters, only leat 
his master should load him with a heavier 
chain, certainly renders not a pleasing service 
— for no man is gratified with that observance 
which is hardly wrung from an unwilling heart ' 
— and thus the law, though you pay it an obe- 
dience of the letter, is not satisfied with this, 
it must have the affections. And these, no 
mas, by nature, gives; for, as we have seen, 
we are all beneath the curse, "there is none 
that doeth good, no not one." But we cannot 
love that which condemns us ; and therefore it 
is only when brought out, ty the blood of 
Christ, from the condemning power of the law, 
that we begin to love it. Hence mercy sup- 
plies US with a new and blessed motive of 
action ; it fills us with the love of God which 
" constraineth us," whatsoever we do, to do 
all to the glory of bis name. " Love," says the 
Apostle, " love is the fulfilling of the law." ' i 
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I trust, brethrea, that I have made these 
important truths clear to jou. I trust that 
you perceive how, by the doctriue of faith, 
we inculcate a pure motive, wherefrom to ob- 
serve the law, as a rule of life ; so that, 
arguing backwards, we have a ready means 
of inferring, — if the law be not observed, we 
have surely not obtained the new principle 
of love, and if we love not God, we have 
certainly received no forgiveness of sins, we 
must therefore be yet under condemnation, 
and our profession, be it what it may, is vain. 
I must not be misapprehended, to say, that 
unless perfection be attained, a man is jet in 
s sins ; the law indeed requires perfection of 
2;hteonsnes8 to justify, and it has it — the 
righteousness of Christ : and it shall have, 
eventually, a perfection of obedience from 
us : it has already the principle I have de- 
scribed, the seed, or germ, that shall one day 
ripen into matured fruit. This principle tends 
to perfection, it wrestles against the contrary 
principle, and when every thing which at pre-, 
sent obscures and deadens it — -the power of 
the world, the flesh, and of the devil — shall 
have been removed, it shall shine clear, and 
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fall of glory. Even now it brightena to the 
perfect day, and affords in its character, a 
precioas earnest of that blessed time, when all 
the sons of God, altogether ransomed and re- 
deemed, shall for ever do their Father's will, 
and share the supreme favour with which he 
regards his obedient children. " Whosoever 
is bom of God doth not commit sin ; for his 
seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin; 
(as the slave of sin, the apostle means,) " he- 
cause he is born of God." " Now are we the 
sons of God ; and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be ; hut we know, that when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is."' 

I think it must easily be allowed, that most 
justly does St. Paul use the assertion of my 
text, " do we then make void the law through 
faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law." 
The fruits of lively faith are holy works : and 
he who says that he hath faith, and hath not 
the evidence of works, is nothing profited, 
but is plainly a deceiver.* 



I 



160 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LAW ' 

I proceed 

Undly, To illustrate the altar service of 
our ritual. 

It commences with the Lord's prayer, 
which the wisdom of our reformers has always 
put prominently forward, to be the model of 
our forms : and then ' previous to the re- 
petition of the ten commandments, the fun- 
damental rules of human duty, we repeat a 
collect for purity. Before the original pub- 
lication of the law from Sinai, the people of 
Israel were sanctified by Moses ; and before 
these commandments are read to us, we pray, 
in this collect, that our hearts may be purified 
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit ; for, if 
our hearts be defiled by sin, we are not in a 
fit state to hear the law of God, we are not 
likely, either fully to understand its force, or 
to profit by its influence.' ' The ten command- 
ments, with the petitionary responses, were 
first inserted in our liturgy at the review of 
1552 ; and the reason why they are found in 
this particular place is, that the people, pass- 
ing, as it often happens, from one extreme to 

' Shepherd on Common Prayer. 
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another, from superstition to irreverence, had 
beSD observed to approach the Lord's tabie 
without due solemnity and preparation ; it vas 
therefore thought expedient to place the pre- 
cepts of the moral law in the beginning of the 
communion service, with a short petition after 
each, as a means, till a stricter discipline 
could be restored, of preparing the congre- 
gatioD to partake worthily the holy sacrament. 
' The precepts of the decalogue are as obli- 
gatory on us Christians, as they were upon 
the Jews, to whom ihey were first delivered. 
" If thou wilt enter into life, keep the com- 
mandments," is the declaration of our Lord 
himself. At our baptism, a solemn stipula- 
tion was made in our names, that we should 
learn the commandments, and keep them. 
At our confirmation, we renewed, with our 
own mouths, the vows and promises made in 
our baptism, acknowledging ourselves bound 
to believe, and to do, all that was promised 
for us. These vows and promises we again 
solemnly renew, every time we receive the 
hoty communion. It is therefore most proper 
that we should hear these commandments 
frequently repeated, and more especially at 
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those periods when we are to enter into fresh 
engagements to observe them.' ' These are the 
reasons why the ten commandments are week- 
ly rehearsed — reasons which will assuredly 
commend themselves to the understanding of 
reflecting men, and which it is devoutly to be 
wished, might reach the conscience of those 
who live in the neglect of God's laws. 

To the ten commandments succeeds a prayer 
for the king, and for the welfare of the whole 
church ; and afterwards the collect of the 
day, which is here repeated, because the 
communion service, though now, by custom, 
united to the daily prayers, was, as originally 
composed, a distinct and separate office. We 
next read the epistle and gospel, two portions 
of scripture, selected with a reference, as far 
as possible, to the particular day or season. 
And I cannot but again call on you to remark ; 
that it is the admirable practice of our church 
to intermingle very much of inspired scripture 
in her prescribed formularies. Perfection 
here serves to correct any error into which 
human infirmity might fall. A standard is 

' Shepherd on Common Prayer. 
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presented, by vhich to try the rest of our 
ritual ^ and it is no slight commeDdation to 
say, as I believe every candid mind will not 
unvtllingly admit, that the humanly-composed 
part of our liturgy does really, without jarring 
and discordance, fit into that which has pro- 
ceeded from the very mouth of infinite wisdom. 
So long as the church puts the bible promi- 
nently forward in her worship, — furnishing 
a criterion in the reading desk, whereby you 
may detect unsoundness in the pulpit — so long 
she is " the pillar and ground of the truth." 
After the epistle and gospel, we recite the 
confession of faith called the Nicene creed, 
of which I have spoken in a previous dis- 
course ; and thus the usual Sunday's service 
is closed. I ought, however, to say, that it 
was manifestly the intention of the compilers 
of the liturgy, that the whole communion 
office should be always gone through at once ■ 
our present practice of dividing it has arisen 
from the lamentable reluctance of professed 
Christians to assemble at the banquet board 
of our Saviour's body and blood. In the 
primitive church the communion was, at least 
weekly, celebrated. But I shall not enlarge 
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on this topic : I will only say, ' ye know bow 
grievous and unkind a thing it is, when a man 
hath prepared a rich feast, decked his table 
with all kind of provision, so that there lacketh 
nothing but the guests to sit down; and yet 
they who are called, withont any cause, most 
unthankfuUy refuse to come. Which of you, 
in such a case, would not be moved t ' 

I have a brief observation to make on the ges- 
tures used in this part of our service. During 
the rehearsal of the commandments, the minis- 
ter stands, because he speaks in the name of the 
Lord ; the people kneel, because they reve- 
rently confess their transgressions, and implore 
grace, for the future, to live more obediently 
to God's commands. They sit while the 
epistle, they stand while the gospel is read. 
The reason of this difference of posture is not, 
perhaps, generally known ; it is because the 
gospel usually relates some parable or dis- 
course of Christ ; therefore the church, jealous 
of the honour of her adored Lord, instructs her 
sons to rise at the rehearsal of his gracious 
words. This is not the first time we have 
had occasion to remark her careful and afiec- 
tionate respect to that " name which is above 
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every name : " from a similar principle, as we 
haye seea, we bow at the name of Jesus, and 
not at that of the Father. Nothing ought to 
be deemed impertinent or trifling, which tends 
to declare the Deity, and to exalt the glory 
of our " Master and only Saviour." 

1 have thus, brethren, fulfilled my purpose, 
— imperfectly, I am well and most feelingly 
aware. — of plainly illustrating to you our daily 
service. If what I have said in the several 
lectures of the course, be, under the blessing 
of God, useful in instructing, strengthening, 
stablishing any individual, my labour will have 
been abundantly repaid. That I may impress 
the subject more deeply oo your remembrance, 
I Bhall, with divine permission, in another 
sermon, make a brief summary of what I 
have discoursed on, and add a few practical 
admonitions. 

I CLOSE the present lecture with two or 
three inquiries. 

1. Do you keep the law 1 

It requires you to love the Lord your God, 
with all your heart, and with all your strength, 
and your neighbour as yourself. Is God then 
the great object of your obedience and 
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ship? Any person, or employment, or thing, 
of whatever kind, which engrosses your affec- 
tions, is an idol enshrined in what ought to be 
the temple of the Lord. It is easy to know 
whether God be supremely honoured by you. 
If he is not admitted into your thoughts from 
morning to night, how can you imagine that 
you have taken him for your God? If you 
are labouring more for any perishing posses- 
sion of the world, than for the glory of your 
Maker, how can you say that you bow not 
down before an earthly image ? If you speak 
not of the Lord with reverence and love, how 
can you suppose that you take not his name 
in vain ? If you appear in this his house with 
wandering hearts, and spend the rest of this 
his day in frivolous conversation or employ- 
ments, how can you say that you consecrate 
to him his sabbaths 'I And remember, breth- 
ren, that the Lord is " a jealous God," visit- 
ing even upon the children of those that hate 
him the offences of their fathers ; he " will 
by no means clear the guilty." And with 
respect to your neighbour, if you covet his 
possessions, if you harbour unkind thoughts, 
or say unkind things ofhim, if you admit what 
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tends to iujure him in property, or comfort, 
or good name, how will you affirm that you 
have " kept the commandnieDts from your 
youth upt" Yet remember, you have pro- 
mised and vowed to keep them, all the days 
of your life. Oh ! that vow, by men too often 
washed away, as in the water at which it was 
pronounced, yet lives in letters of undying 
fire before the throne of God, to remind him 
that his vengeance ought not to tarry on the 
rebels who have laughed him to scorn. 

2. Do you pervert the law ? 

Multitudes, though, as we have just seen, 
exposed to its curse, would yet make the 
law their Saviour : they would rest their hope 
of salvation on their miserably imperfect obe- 
dience to it, Brethreo, have you transgressed 
the law ? If not, why do you cry after every 
precept, " Lord have mercy upon us?" Can 
you of yourselves obey the law I If you can, 
why do you add to your confession a prayer, 
" incline our hearts to keep this law ? " 
Therefore, either your own words are insin- 
cere, or you are guilty, helpless sinners; 
and as we have proved, it is not, it cannot 
be in the nature of the law, to excuse a 
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single sla. And think not to say, God is 
merciful, and will, for yoar general upright- 
ness, pass over some omissions and delecte, 
I must tell you, that if yon reject the offers 
of free grace, and so put yourselves upon 
the law for justification, " he will exact from 
yon the uttermost farthing," and if you be 
found offenders in one point, of a truth you 
shall be judged guilty of all.' And you ought 
to know, that ere you can do justly you 
must be justified. You must he good, before 
yon can once do good.'' Good works are the 
fruit and evidence, not the cause of goodness : 
asour Saviour Christ saith, " cither make the 
tree good and his fruit good, or else make the 
tree corrupt and his fruit corrupt, for the 
tree is known by his fruit. "^ So that, aa our 
reformers say ' of works before justifica- 
tion":* "works done before the grace of 
Christ and the inspiration of his Spirit, are 
uot pleasant to God : for as much as they 
spring not of faith in Jesus Christ .... for 
that they are uot done as God hath willed 

' VidcJameaii, in, U. 
■ Vide Patrick's Places in the Fatliers of the Engliih Church, 

i. 492, 493. or Fox ii. IBB. 

■ Hfttthew xii. 33. " Article jiii. 



and commanded them to be done, we doubt 
not but they have the nature of sin.' There- 
fore, instead of deserving'a, for the sake of which 
hia sins may be excused, the self-righteous 
man hath not one good work, wherewith 
to satisfy that terrible law at whose hand he 
is looking for salvation. 
3. Once more : do yoa love the law ? 
Even if you paid it a strict outward ob- 
servance, if man's eye could detect no blot 
in your services, yet, were ail this from any 
other motive than simple unfeigned love to 
God, it would not be the obedience that he 
requires. Love must rule your actions, and 
guide your thoughts; love must animate 
yoar hearts ; the love of Christ must not 
exercise a mere occasional influence, but 
must " constrain " you, whatsoever you do, 
to do all to the glory of his name. And 
just as philosophers inform us, that heat, 
though not always visible in Jire, nevertheless, 
exerts continually a potent influence over the 
material world, pervades every particle, and 
cherishes the life and ■ beauty of all that we 
behold ; and that were its kindly power with- 
drawn, this earth would become but a stiff and 
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torpid and desolate mass, uninhabited for 
ever: so the love of God, as tlie Bible shews 
us, though it break not continually forth into 
the flame of ardent devotion, must yet reside 
in every faculty, and influence every desire, 
and season every action ; or else the soul lies 
torpid, and cheerless, and godless, a miserable 
mass of ruin, and habitation of uncleanness. 
This necessary love to God's law is the 
operation of the Eternal Spirit : let it be 
your earnest prayer that be may work it in 
your souls : and rest not, O, rest not, brethren, 
till you can say with the apostle, " I delight 
in the law of God after the inward man," 
and with the psalmist, " O, bow I love thy 
law : it is my meditation all the day." '" Then 
shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect 
unto all thy commandments." Thus bringing 
forth your fruit unto holiness, you shall 
" adorn the doctrine of your God and 
Saviour :" thus shall you " let your light 
shine" brightly "before men:" thus shall 
you shew that " Christ is formed in your 
heart the hope of glory." 
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LECTURE IX. 

CONCLUDING ADMONITIONS. 



3 TiMOTHV 1.13. 

Hold fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus. 

In the eight preceding discourses, I have 
eadeavoiired to give you a simple explanation 
of our daily liturgical service. It has beea 
my desire to shew you the scriptural character 
of our worship, to expound the reasons of the 
rites we use, and to obviate the more common 
objections against our formularies. I have 
not, I trust, been actuated by a spirit of party, 
but by an anxious wish, that you, as memhera 
of the established church, might know the 
power of that prayer to which she bids you, 
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and be imbued with the doctrines which, in 
her service-book, slie inculcates. For it is 
not a mere dry defence of outward forms 
to which I have invited you ; the great funda- 
mental principles of our holy religion are 
most prominent in the prayer-book, as well 
as in the bible. The necessity of penitential 
abasement before God, the thankful ascription 
of all our blessings, temporal and spiritual, to 
the Lord, the authority of the scripture, the 
nature of living faith, the character, difiB- 
culties and encouragement of prayer, the 
binding force of the moral law, — these are 
doctrines, which in our review have been 
particularly brought before us, and these 
embrace so much the essence of the gospel, 
that whatever sets them forth must certainly 
possess a high and holy value. When we 
remember, therefore, that these are instilled by 
the church into our minds, from early years, 
in the most sacred and impressive form of 
solemn addresses to the Deity, we may with 
reason adopt, with respect to her services, 
the admonition of the apostle Paul to Timothy, 
" hold fast the form of sound words, in faith 
and love, which is in Christ Jesus." 
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St. Paul had, in this passage, reference to 
the substance of evangelical truth, of vhich 
perhaps he had given Timothy some compen- 
dious epitome. If it was needful that " the 
form of sound words " should be carefully and 
diligently held, in the apostolic age, it surely 
is not less needful in the evil days in which 
we live. That our liturgy is such a form, has 
already been at length, in the preceding 
lectures, proved: it therefore only remains 
for me, on the present occasion, to endeavour 
effectually to bring home the truths I have 
before dwelt on, to yonr minds: and this I 
would do, by calling your attention 

I. To the substance of the precept, " hold 
fast." 

II. To the manner in which it ie to be 
obeyed, " in faith and love in Christ Jesus," 

I. I would press on you the substance of 
the precept, " hold fast the form of sound 
words:" and under this head, 

1. The first observation I make, is — yoa 
should endeavour to attain a full understand- 
ing of our formularies. 
Hlf there be any thing which it is of prime 
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importance for us to understand, it is surely 
that service and worship which we pray to 
God, If there ever be a season, when it 
is essential that we should know fully what 
we say, it is surely then when we bend the 
knee, as humble supplicants before the throne 
of the Most High. He scrutinizes our 
thoug'hts : he " tiieth our hearts and searcheth 
our reins : " it is assuredly most needful that 
the honour we pay him be a reasonable and 
spiritual service. Yet there are many per- 
sons, very constant in their attendance on 
the means of grace, very serious, apparently, 
in their attention to the prayers when present 
at them, who yet have never really set them- 
selves to attain the full import of what they 
join in. They never asked, why such and 
such observances were practised; they saw 
it was the custom, and that sufficed them : 
they never strove to comprehend the meaning 
of the petitions they have repeated ; they 
found them in their prayer-book, and that con- 
tented them. If there be such individuals 
before me, let me ask them, whether they can 
reconcile such conduct with the spiritual 
worshipping which God requires ? Are they 
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not rather degrading ttiemaelves below the 
privileges of their profession, and sinking 
to the level of those misguided men who 
worship they know not what? and,— which is 
infinitely more important — are they not tempt- 
ing the anger of that jealous God, who 
regards a vain oblation as a purposed and 
daring insult to his name? It has been my 
endeavour to explain those parts of our ritual, 
which I thought most needed explanation ; 
I therefore pray you, brethren, to remember 
what I have stated to you ; and be sure, that 
in things pertaining to God, or to his service, 
no care can be superfluoas, no accuracy too 
minute. 

2. I would further say ; as members of the 
church of England, you ought to be capable 
of defending, if need be, her prescribed rites. 

The more common objections to our daily 
service, 1 have mentioned aud replied to : 
with the merits of such arguments you ought 
to be acquainted. To take the lowest ground, 
it is unworthy the understanding of men, to 
be obliged to say, objections there are and 
answers there may be ; bnt I have not troubled 
myself to search them out : — it is unworthy 
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the high conscientious feeling, which ought 
always to characterize the Christian, to omit, 
in what concerns the worship of God, to 
" prove all things, and hold fast that which 
is good." And I am convinced, that a true 
and candid inquiry will demonstrate the 
Church of England to be, in her ritual, not 
infallible and perfect — we advance no such 
extravagant claims — but as near upon the 
standard of inspired truth as it is perhaps 
possible for human infirmity to reach. 

I have, as I just observed, replied to 
several objections to particular parts of our 
daily service. I take the present opportunity 
of answering two accusations which are often 
urged against it as a whole. It is said to he 
too long ; it is said to be full of repetitions. 
It may indeed he found too long by the 
formalist, by him who deems prayer a hard 
and weary task: yet our devotions are not 
to be cnt down to the taste of such unsanctified 
worshippers: — it is not too long for him 
whose delight is in God's law, who esteems a 
" day in his courts better than a thousand." I 
know that, constituted as we are, the body 
may be wearied, and the mind be overtasked 



even by what we love ; " the spirit is willing, 
but the flesh is weak i " and therefore it were 
nowise to protract our religious duties beyond 
a reasonable limit. But I contend that 
limit is not unreasonable. The moTDin^ 
seryice, with the accompaniment of psalmody, 
and an allowance of forty minutes for a 
sermon, rarely lasts longer than two hours: 
the evening service, with the same accom- 
paniment, and the same allowance, scarcely 
exceeds an hour and a half. And as to the 
charge of repetition ; those who urge it should 
take care that their censures reach not to 
him whose practice is to be a perfect pattern. 
We have scripture examples of repetition in 
addresses to God : it cannot therefore be 
essentially objectionable. In the hundred 
and thirty-sixth psalm— and the psalms, be 
it remembered, have been always used in 
public worship, the words—" for his mercy 
endureth for ever," are repeated in every 
verse, — in all, twenty-six times. And our 
blessed Lord when he prayed in an agony, 
in the garden, used,^ we are told, 
three times the same words. In fact, 
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when one emotion fills tbe soul, it has 
not leisure to search for variety of expression : 
the same desire, breathed out in the same 
simple language, is the ebullition of nature. 
The text,' " when ye pray, use not vain 
repetitions," is unfortunately chosen to support 
the objection. Our Saviour is there condemn- 
ing the unmeaning prayers of the heathen, 
who supposed that they should be " heard for 
their much speaking : " to guard his disciples 
against this fault, he teaches them a prayer 
full of meaning. The frequent use of his 
perfect form, enjoined in contrast to the 
rain supplications of others, can never come 
under his censure. And the only parts of our 
service, whieli can at all be said to be re- 
petitions, are the Lord's prayer and the 
doxology. So baseless are these charges.* 

3. The next admonition I give, is ; really 
join vith the church in the services she 
prescribes. 

It may seem, to some, an unimportant 

point; but I am convinced it adds much to 

the regularity, and decency, and devotion 

of a public service, when those who attend it__ 

' Matt. vi. 7. ' Vide Note K. 
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take an audible part id divine worship. Ttie 
intention of public prayer is, to unite a mul- 
titude in acts of adoration. The minister 
is to lead the people to the throne of grace, 
and they are to accompany him thither, as 
anxious suppliants, not, as is sometimes ap- 
parently the case, to remain as unconcerned 
auditors. And this is one particular, in which 
our service holds the superiority (I do not 
make the remark in an invidious spirit) over 
the worship of dissenters. With them, the 
minister is the sole representative of the con- 
gregation ; he is every thing, the people 
nothing : with us, the people are brought 
forward to take their proper share in those 
addresses to God, in which they are, equally 
with the minister, interested. This mode of 
conducting public prayer has been practised 
from the earliest times. Let it be preserved 
unimpaired to future generations. I must 
not be thought to say, that he who reads the 
appointed responses has therefore certainly 
offered up a spiritual service: nor must I 
be understood to affirm, that there is no true 
devotion in the heart, unless the voice is 
heard : but I would urge, that it was manifestly 
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the wise iatention of the cburcb, that all her 
worshippers should, with one voice, ask the 
mercies they need, and, with oae voice glorify 
God : and the practice of responding does, 
I am persuaded, materially tend to keep out 
wandering and forgetful thoughts, and to make 
the mind intent upon the solemn office in which 



4. I give one more admonition under this 
iiead ; be diligent to teach all these things to 
^our children. 

We find, in scripture, a multitude of pre- 
cepts to God's people, that they should teach 
their children what themselves bad learned. 
And very often, some especial memorial was 
commanded, some particular rite enjoined, in 
order to awaken the curiosity of the children, 
that they might ask, and learn from their 
parents, what great things the Lord had done 
for them, I refer to a single instance. When 
the tribes of Israel bad passed over Jordan 
into the promised land, they were ordered to 
take up from the bed of the river, which was 
miraculously divided, a certain number of 
stones, " that this may be a sign among you. 
that when your children ask their fathers, in 
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time to come, saying, what mean yon by these 
stones 'f Then ye shall answer them, that the 
waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, . . . these stones 
shall be for a memorial for ever." * And thus, 
brethren, it is a debt you owe your children, 
it is a debt you owe the Lord who has given 
them to you, that you imbue their young 
minds with all that can reasonably tend to 
make them intelligent and faithful worshippers 
of their fathers' God, It is from the culpa- 
ble neglect of parents, that so many grow up 
ignorant and regardless of the rites of that 
church to which they professedly belong ; 
and, to the disregard of the outward and 
instrumental means of grace, too generally 
sncceeds a callous iusensibility to every thing 
which deserves the name of vital godliness. 
You, who are parents, have a most weighty 
responsibility upon you : beware, lest, through 
your fault, your children have for ever to 
bewail the hour of their birth. You are, no 
doubt, solicitous for their worldly interest ; 
but if you forget to train them up as faeirs 

' Joshua, iv, fi, 7. 
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of im mortality, yon are their Torst, their most 
cruel enemies. Among the scenes of horror 
which the last day will unfold, I can conceive 
noue more fearful, than the mutual recrimina- 
tions of neglectful parents and ungodly chiU 
dren. The fond child transformed iuto a 
terrible accuser! the indulgent parent com- 
pelled to look upon the ruin to which be has 
been accessory ! There will then be agonizing 
recollections, and thoughts of intense dis pair, 
which will give, if it be possible, to the 
undying worm, a sharper fang, and kindle 
the fire that is not to be quenched into a 
hotter flame. Be wise in time. The church, 
as the nursing mother of the little ones 
within her pale, reminds you in all her offices, 
that " the promise is to you and to your 
children." She requires you to present them 
in infancy, to receive the blessing of her 
benevolent Lord ; she commands you to teach 
them the principles of Christian doctrine, and 
to guide them in the paths of Christian prac- 
tice ; she provides you with matter of instruc- 
tion for them, in that excellent compendium, 
her catechism; she assigns you co-adjutors, 
(the sponsors) in this holy work ; nor will 
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she permit yon to relax your care, till you 
have led them in their own persons, before 
her assembled congregation, to ratify and 
confirm the solemn vows heretofore pronounced 
in their behalf. " What nation is there so 
great, vho hath God so nigh unto them, as 
the Lord our God is in all things that we call 
upon him for? And what nation is there so 
great, that hath statutes and judgments, so 
righteous as the law set before you ? Only take 
heed to thyself, and keep thy soul dilig;ently, 
lest thou forget these things, and lest they 
depart from thy heart, all the days of thy 
life; but teach them thy sons and thy sons' 
sons."^ 

In such a way as that I hare attempted to 
point out, I would have you, brethren, " hold 
fast," and embalm to posterity, " that form 
of sound words," which the blessing of God 
on the wisdom and piety of our fathers has 
preserved to us. 

It is now time to turn to the 

Ilnd. part of our subject, and to show how 

■ Deut. iv. 7—9. 
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we are to hold tbis form : " in faith and love, 
which is in Christ Jesus." 

1. In faith. 

No form or outward ordinance can secure 
the rig;ht disposition of the heart. The very 
purest expressions as I have before warned 
you, may be uttered, and yet no real worship 
be offered to the Lord, It is therefore need- 
ful that the services you engage in be per- 
formed in faith. You must strive to realize 
God's presence, to remember his promise, to 
expect his blessing. Look at all the models 
of devotion in the scripture, and see how holy 
men of old really put their heart into it, how 
they not only said, but prayed their petitions. 
Their worship was thus of vital efficacy, and 
came up as " a sweet smelling savour," before 
God, accepted through his Son. And thus, 
before and after the service you join in, reflect 
on it. ask yourselves if you have really be- 
lieved the matter of your confession, if you 
have truly credited the declarations of God's 
mercy, if, with an unfeigned and sincere 
heart, you have made your open profession 
of faith in God and the Lord Jesus Christ : 
and remember it were better for you never to 
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have known the truth, than to be trifling with 
the ordinances of Jehovah. It is like putting 
common fire upon the sacred altar ; the fire 
of the Lord will, as it did of old, descend 
and consume, not the sacrifice, but the un- 
hallowed worshippers. " This is it that the 
Lord spake, saving, I will be sanctified in 
them that come nigh me, and before all the 
people r will be glorified."' 

2. Hold fast this form in love. 

Of what avail is faith, if it works not b; 
love ? Aud what pleasant offering can there 
be ante God, which is not excited by that 
" Spirit of his Sod in our hearts," whereby, 
with filial affection, we call bim " Abba, Fa- 
ther." It is love, which puts life into every 
service, which must weep in every acknow- 
ledgment of transgression, breathe in every 
supplication for forgiveness, and glow iu every 
song of praise. If the love of Christ be not 
" ^ed abroad in our hearts," we shall offer 
but an empty form. Seek then, as often as you 
diKV near the throne of grace, to have a 
Uvely sense of that " exceeding great love of 
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our Master and only Saviour," who willingly 
died for us, and through whose blood we may 
have access with boldness, and holy confidence. 
Would you know bow these precious graces, 
faith and love, may be attained I they are 
"in Christ Jesus;" — " hold fast the form of 
souDd words, in faith and love, which is ia 
Christ Jesus." It is through him that we are 
strengthened to do him acceptable service ; 
it is by his might that our weakness is sup- 
ported i by his power, our difficulties re- 
moved ; by his Spirit, are earnest desires 
implanted in our souls ; through his interces- 
sion, our prayers are answered; and thus we 
are filled with " all the fulness of God." He 
is in the midst of every worshipping assembly, 
not indeed in cloudy presence, for that he- 
tokened the veil yet hanging between the 
suppliants and their God ; not indeed in 
human form, for that could appear but to one 
gathered company at once; but in spiri- 
tual and gracious power, wherewith he visits 
all his chosen ones throughout the world, and 
shews that " the way into the holiest is" now 
" made manifest," and that " Jew and Greek, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond aud free," may 
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ask, and shall receive, that their " joy may 
be full." 

I CLOSE the whole subject with an address 
to two or three classes of persons. 

1. There may be those before me, who have 
prided themselves on their being churchmen, 
and have thought that venerable name a suf- 
ficient proof of God's favourable acceptance 
of them. 

Brethren, this is just the spirit which our 
Lord reproved in the carnal Jews, whose boast 
was, that they were " Abraham's seed : " and 
the apostle Paul, in reference to the same 
imagination, assures us that " he is not a Jew, 
which is one outwardly; neither is that cir- 
cumcision, which is outward in the flesh : but 
he is a Jew, which is one inwardly ; and cir- 
cumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and 
not in the letter ; whose praise is not of men, 
but of God." ' It is indeed a blessed privi- 
lege to be reared in the bosom of a pure and 
apostolical church, to be presented by her hands 
in our infancy to Christ, and to be nurtured 
by her discipline in the fear and admonition 
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of tbe Lord : but it is a privilege which en- 
tails a correspondent responsibility. And if 
you say that you are churchmen, 1 shall ask 
you to prove to me the truth of your profes- 
sion by your fmits. A true churchman is a 
humbled, broken- hearted penitent, for his trans- 
gressions, " the remembrance of" whose " sins 
is grievous to him, and the burden of them 
intolerable:" if this be not your character, 
do not assume a name to which you have no 
title. A true churchman is one who with the 
heart hath believed in Jesus unto righteous- 
ness, and with the mouth hath made confession 
to salvation : if this he not really your charac- 
\ ter, why do you cluim an appellation which 

I does not belong to you? A true churchman 

I is one whose heart is joyful in the Lord— who 

hath forgiven his iniquity, and crowned him 
with tender mercies — and with his lips he 
would ever be telling of the honour of his 
God : he is one who takes the scripture as 
his guide and his counsellor, whose " delight 
I is in the law of the Lord ; " and who hath 

known and enjoyed communion with his Father 
in heaven. If this be not the experience of 
your heart, and the tenor of your life, — and 
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on every particular referred to, I have before 
discoursed and shewn you its promineDcy in 
our service, — you may say you are membera 
of the church, but I fear you are not her 
faithful children. Lay these things to heart, 
brethren, and as, not they who were of carnal 
descent, but they who were of faith, we are 
told were " blessed with faithful Abraham ; " 
so, be assured, that no outward union, but the 
inward spiritual tie of faith in Jesus only, will 
point you out as the purchased possession of 
the Lord, " in the day when he shall make up 
his jewels," 

3. It may be, there are some here who have 
entertained objections against oar prescript 
form. 

If, brethren, you have attended to what I 
have said in this and the previous discourses, 
you have, perhaps, already discovered, that 
more may be said in our defence, than you 
had heretofore imagined. I have not entered 
on this discussion in a polemical or captious 
spirit, and therefore I have spoken chiefly in 
a devotional and practical strain : much more 
might be advanced, on every topic of debate, 
than T have thought it expedient to adduce. 
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All that I would now add, is, examine and 
weigh before you venture to condemn ; do 
not think, because there may appear in our 
ritual some few things for which you cannot 
account, that they are therefore useless, or to 
be reprobated. No man is competent to decide 
on any question, much less on a disputed ques- 
tion on theology, till he has carefully looked 
into the arguments on both sides. At all 
events, let those who differ from us, differ in 
love, and we will not take up the weapons 
of offensive warfare, 

3. But I trust there are those present, who, 
with understanding hearts, have gone along 
with me in my discourses. 

There are many profitable lessons, brethren, 
which yet remain for you to learn. In the 
prayer-book, there is a deep mine of spiritual 
treasure, with which you may be, yet more 
and more, enriched. And it is not, perhaps, 
out of place for me, stroogly to urge oa such 
inquirers the perusal of the incomparable work 
of that first of British theologians, the vener- 
able Hooker. It has been well said, ' the 
power with which he has set forth the apos- 
tolical foundation of our church, and its care- 
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fill conformity to the scriptural model, ia at 
once above all praise, and proof against all 
attack. Nothing has since been added mate- 
rially to strengthen the ground on which he 
has fixed her — nothing indeed is needed. But 
the characteristic of the work, that which 
gives it its pecnliar dignity and interest, and 
in which it differs from many similar works 
of acknowledged abilify, is its holiness. It 
not only exhibits the exquisite symmetry of the 
outward superstructure, but it views the in- 
terior of the temple with the eye of a man 
of God. The work is cast into the mould 
of the subject matter. It marks the genuine 
spiritual character of the church, in its re- 
quirements and its privileges, and displays 
the beauty of holiness, stamped upon the 
services of her sanctuary. One knows not 
whether most to admire the strength or sanc- 
tity of his fifth book ; but it would be difficult 
to produce objections to the system or detail 
of our ecclesiastical polity — the result either 
of prejudices, misconceptions, or conscientious 
inquiry — that are not there met with a satis- 

Kr consideration,'' In fine, seek above 
' Bridgea'a Christian Miniatry. 
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all thiDg;s, to be embued with the spirit of the 
church, that spirit of holiness which breathes 
in all her formularies. Whenever you join 
in her admirable services, seek to hold com- 
muuion with God in them. Thus you shall 
find strength and blessing to your souls. 
As united to a Christian church, you are 
branches of Christ the vine ; ' bear much fruit, 
that he may be glorified ; you are members 
of that body of which he is the head ; let 
the unction which was without measure 
upon him, flow down to you, even to " the 
skirts of his garmeDts." The face of Moses 
shone, when he beheld the divine presence in 
the law ; much more, from the excelling glory 
of the gospel, ought there to be a radiance 
upon you, which may make men take know- 
ledge of you, that you have been with Jesus. 
You are to be " a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people," 
joined in one holy band of Christian fellow- 
ship. It is very sweet to see in the church, 
that union of heart and soul, which becomes 
those to whom "is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism." So ordered, the church on earth is a 
' Vide John IV. 1. 
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true figure of that gorgeous celestial city, in 
which is no material temple, " for the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple 
of it;" which hath " no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon to shine in it, for the 
glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the light thereof;" in whose light " the 
nations of them that are saved shall walk ; " 
whose " gates shall not be shut at all by day ; '' 
and where " there shall be no night." 

" How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of Hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth 
for the courts of the Lord, my heart and my 
flesh crieth out for the, living God. Yea, the 
sparrow hath found her an house, and the 
swallow a nest for herself, where she may 
lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord of 
Hosts, my King, and my God. Blessed are 
they that dwell in thy house : they will be still 
praising tiiee."^ 



' Vide Note L. 
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Note A. Pag;e 13. 



It may be well to give the reader some proof 
of the assertion that liturgies have been used 
ill every age of the church. I shall there- 
fore offer no apolog'y for the following long 
extract from Dr. Nicholls's commentary on 
the book of Common Prayer. 

' That liturgies were usually read in the 
I .church is evident from the usage of them 
b vnong the Jews themselves. For several 
■•gical forms were composed by Esdras and 
=at Synagogue. Vide Seld : Not : in 
: And they, in their ancient liturgies, 
»nt to make a solemn confession i 
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their sms; to read several chapters of the 
Mosaical law, and the prophets ; to pray for 
God's blessings on the people; and in the 
close of their devotion, the ruler of the syna- 
gogue used to dismiss them with a solemn 
benediction. And that our Saviour composed 
the Lord's prayer, to he a. form to be con- 
stantly used by the Christians, and that it wiig 
in fact made use of so, in the public assemblies 
of the first Christians, the most ancient writers 
of the church do testify. Tertul. adv. Prax, 
cap. 23. lb. cap. 4, de Or. cap. 9. They 
call it hgitima oratio, the prayer established 
bylaw. Tertul. de Fug, Pers.-Firm. apud 
Cyp.-Opt. de Schism, p. 45. And S. Chry- 
sostom ifmiiKT/ifyyi' which signifies the same. 
Chrys. Horn. 2. in 2 Cor. Those prophe- 
cyinga, or sing'iiig of psalms, mentioned in the 
New Testament, (Acts iv. 23. 24;) and that 
solenne carmen, the solemn hymn which Pliny 
speaks of, which the Christians used in his 
time, (Plin. lih, x. ep. 07,) are certain proofs 
that the Christians, in the most early times, 
made use of set forms of devotion. Clemen*! 
Romanus ' exhorts the Christians of his time 
^^^^L ' He was cDntcmporaiy with the ajioBttes. i 



not to transgress the ■jpia-/if»ov Unoupydaq Ka»o»a, 

the prescribed njle of their litnrgy, Clem. 
Rom. Ep. itd Cor. 1. Ignatius speaks of a 
(Ki'a irpoffevxi, 3 joiut prayer. Ign. Ep. ad Mag. 
Justin Martyr speaks of the Christians of bis 
age, as Koivi? tix"< lor^trdfittm, using common 
prayer. Just. Martyr, App. 2. S. Cyprian calls 
the forms they then used, publica et communis 
oratio, a public or common prayer ; unanimis 
oratio, unanimous prayer; insfantiam eimul 
et concordium declarans, declaring not only 
earnestness but concord. Cyp. de Or. Dom. 
And, in the same book, he speaks of the 
sursum corda, lift up your hearts, &c, as part 
of the public devotion of his lime. Besides, 
when the same father exhorts the people 
against a tumultuosa Joquacitas et clamores, 
a tumultuous loudness and clamourousness 
of their voices, it can hardly be thought, but 
that they had a set form of prayer, which they 
had learned to repeat their parts in. But 
though formal liturgies, just in the method 
they have been since used, should not have 
been framed for the use of the faithful, in 
the most early ages ; yet it was by reason that 
there was not that necessity of them as there 
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was afterwards. For the charismata, or 
miraculous operations of the Holy Ghost. . . 
were not then ceased in the church, and the 
prayers which the then pastors uttered, in 
the public congregations, were not liable to 
such imperfections as those of the clergy 
of the latter ages, who are destitute of that 
miraculous assistance, are The extra- 
ordinary miracles, which were done by 
Gregory of Neoctesarea (from whence he got 
the name of Thaiunaturgus, or miracle- 
worker) filled many centuries with discourse 
and admiration. . . Now this very person was ' 
the composer of a liturgy, for the use of all 
the churches that he had planted in Cappa- 
locia. ForS. Basil (de Spiritu Sancto, cap. 
i9) says of him, that 150 years after his death, 
the people of those places would not recede 
a tittle from what he had established : fi icfd^,* 

caTtheivt, Ty iKKKriatif. ■npiu-fSTiKav. They Would 

not depart from what he left them in the 
church, either from his practice, or his words, 
or from any religious ceremony he used. 
Where the Uyar and the immiKot n^oj., must 
needs signify some liturgical forms, which 
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he had composed for their use. Nay. Origen, 
who wEis master to this Gregory, in his eleventh 
homily, seems to allude to the collects then 
used in the church. The Trisagium, aud 
surstim corda, as standing forms in the church, 
are mentioned by Cyril of Jerusalem. Cat. 
Mystagog. 5. " Spare thy people, good Lord, 
spare them," is cited as part of an ancient 
liturgical form, by Athanasius. Ath. ad Imp. 
Const. Apol. And so is that versicle, " O 
Lord, save (Constantine) the king." And the 
council of Laodicea, which was held about 
A. D. 360, upon account of some new prayers 
being introduced into the evening service, 

decrees tV cairtiy t^nnv^yelca tar fi^^t vdina, ksi 
l\i TSUf iv>airaii, xdi i» Ta!( tirirefan;, ifclt-tir •fltfuBcu : 

that the same liturgical prayers ought to be 
used both in the moraing and evening service. 
Cone. Laod. Can. 18, and Bals. in loc. That 
S. Basil composed a liturgy, is the unanimous 
opinion of the Greek church. And that 
liturgies were generally everywhere used in 
his age, the testimonies of S. Basil, Chry- 
sostom, Austin and others, are suSicient 
evidence. And they have continued ever 
since in use, among all bodies of Christians, 
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both of the eastern and western church ; nay, 
even among almost every branch of the re- 
formation, both Lutherans and Calvinists, 
as well as those of the church of England.' 

It would be very easy to add to the tes- 
timonies which Dr. Nichotls has collected. 
Justin Martyr,' for example, expressly de- 
scribes the order of divine service in his time : 
there were lessons read ; there was a sermon, 
or address to the people ; there were prayers 
in which the whole church joined ; there were 
others which the minister offered, and the con- 
gregation responded to them. Amen, The first 
of these, at least, must have been pre-com- 
posed liturgical prayers. 



^ 



Note B. Page 17. 



first steps towards the establishment 
of the English liturgy, were taken in the reign 
of Henry VIII. by his injunctions, issued in 
1536, his primer in 1545, &c. On the ac- 
cession of King Edward VI. a commission 

' Apol. I. p. B3, edit. Pu. 1742. 
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was granted to Archbishop Cranmer, Bishop 
Ridley, and eleven other peiEons, to draw up 
a communion-service. When this was finished, 
the same commissioners were directed to com- 
plete the whole book of common prayer, which 
was put forth, and confirmed, by act of par- 
liament, in the second year of Edward's reign, 
A. D. 1548. 

Four years afterwards, it underwent a re- 
view, 'wherein,' says Dr. Nichoils, 'some 
ceremonies and usages were laid atiide, and 
some new prayers added, at the instance of 
Mr. Calviu, of Geneva, and Bucer, a foreign 
divine, who was invited to be a pVofessor at 
Cambridge.' It is sometimes said, that Cran- 
mer and his colleagues were dissatisfied with 
this hook, and that the archbishop, before his 
death, had drawn up one ' a hundred times 
more perfect,' ' This statement seems con- 
siderably at variance with the almost dying 
testimony of Ridley, who was second in piety 
and learning to no one of the reformers, 
' Alas ! ' writes he from prison, to the English 
exiles, ' alas ! that our brother Knox could 
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not bear with our book of common-prayer ; 
matters against which, although I grant a 
man, (as he is) of wit and learning may find 
to make apparent (meaning plausible) reasous ; 
but I suppotiB he cannot be able soundly to 
disprove by God's word : the reason he maketh 
agaiDst the litany, and the fault per sangui- 
nevi et sudorem he findeth in the same, I do 
marvel how he can or dare avouch them before 
the Englishmen that he with you.' ' 

On the accession of Queen Elizabeth, and 
the re- establishment of protestantism, some 
alterations were made in King Edward's se- 
cond book : being so corrected, it was autho- 
rised by act of parliameot, A. D. 1559. The 
prayer-book was subjected to another review, 
in the first year of King James I, On the 
complaint of the puritan ministers against the 
ceremonies of the church, and the service- 
book, a conference was held at Hampton 
Court, to debate the points of objection. It 
euded, as such conferences usually have 
ended, in each party's being more strongly 
confirmed in their own opinion. The king. 
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however, gave a commission to a nmnber of 
divines, to make certain improvemeots and 
explanations. In King Charles I.'s reign, 
there was no alteration made, except of one 
or "two words in the rubric. At the re- 
storation, twelve bishops and twelve pres- 
byterian divines were commissioned to treat 
of matters proper to be altered in the liturgy. 
The two parties, however, did not agree ; for 
the lengths ; to which the episcopalians were 
■willing to go, did not satisfy the presbyterians. 
Still many additions and changes were made, 
and the hook, as we now have it, was pub- 
lished and authorized in 1662. 

There was also a commission granted in 
letJO, by King William III. for the amend- 
ment of the liturgy, when it was likely that 
more extensive concessions wonld have beeo 
made, than previously, to the non- conformists. 
To some of the alterations then proposed, 
there could have been found, perhaps, no rea- 
sonable objection; others certainly would not 
have been improvements. And now, when 
changes are urged, and resisted by ns, it is 
not to be inferred, that we are blindly attached 
to every expression, so as obstinately to refuse 



improTemeot : but the question to be settled 
is, whether, if the liturgy be noio revised, a fair 
probability exists of its coming' out improved 
upon the whole ? Few wonld be found to 
agree upon any particular plan of change : 
for it is well known, that alterations, on 
principles most opposite, have been of late' 
years projected by influential individuals and 
parties. And if supposed improvements were 
made now, to suit the views of one party, a 
precedent would be established, for hereafter 
conceding further alterations to another party. 
He must be little acquainted with the mu- 
tability of popular opinion, who imagines, 
that any slight changes would remove the 
objections, and accomplish the re-union of any 
large proportion of those, who, because they 
dislike the liturgy, have separated from the 
church. Were all the grounds of present 
complaint removed, new ones, as the history 
of this very controversy proves, would speedily 
be found : and therefore, either our liturgy 
must be at once reduced to something per- 
fectly inoffensive, and consequently perfectly 
unmeaning ; or else, change must follow 
change, according to the temporary ascen- 
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dancy which one turbulent party after another 
might gain, with the sure prospect of more 
violent ag;itation, if, after advancing so far, 
we hesitated to go farther. Hence we de- 
precate a change : we are not, I repeat, 
blindly attached to every expression In the 
liturgy ; but as we know that, taken as a 
whole, it may on solid grounds be defended 
and admired ; — as we are persuaded that, 
nnder all circumstances, a more scriptural 
form could hardly be produced — we deprecate 
a change. 

This question, between churchmen and dis- 
senters, is a question of comparison ; whose 
prayers are preferable, not whose prayers are 
perfect. The liturgy is more exposed to ob- 
jection, because it is before the world ; let 
some extemporary prayers be taken down and 
printed, and then the comparison might be 
better made ; but would many persons wish to 
see their extemporary prayers in print? A 
competent witness, Mr. James,' has told us, 
* unfortunately for the interests of our prayer- 
meetings, the brethren who lead our devo- 

* Christiiin FellowBhip, by Rev. J. A. James. 



NOTES. 306 

tions are outrageously lon^ and dull.' ' We 
are often prayed into a good frame and then 
prayed out of it again.' ' It is to be regretted 
that the prayers are so much alike in the 
arrangement of the parts.' — Can churchmen 
be blamed for preferring- and venerating their 
liturgy ? 



Note C. Page 20. 

Objections are often urged against the 
church of England, which are levelled not 
merely at its details, its forms, its ceremonies, 
its services, but at its principle of existence. 
There are those who denounce an establish- 
ment in no measured terms, and brand the 
alliance between church and state, as, in its 
very nature an ti christian. ' It appears to me 
that he who professes to venerate the scrip- 
tures, should be cautious how he arraigns a 
system which, they tell us, existed for many 
ages by God's immediate authority. Under 
the Mosaic economy, chnrch and state were 
connected by the closest bonds. I am aware 

' Vide Jones' Biblical Cyclopfedia. 
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there is an answer ready. The Jewish polity, 
it is argued, was different from every other- 
it was a theocracy. But this is, in point of fact, 
no valid argument ; nay, it is an argument 
against those who use it. For what is intend- 
ed when we speak of a theocracy ? That 
God, in a peculiar manner, undertakes and 
administers the government of a nation — he 
is, by particular interference, that nation's 
sovereign. If then God, when he, more than 
at any other time, took upon him the rule and 
guidance of a state, sanctioned aodcommauded 
lay interference with the church, ■ does not this 
fact, 1 will not say enjoin, but justify, in its 
pririciple, such interference for ever l That 
which is now morally and essentially wrong, 
could not have been tlten morally and essen- 
tially right, or have received, as a system, 
God's especial sanction. 

It may be alleged that we thus authorize 
persecution — but it is not so, Milner, in a 
chapter on ecclesiastical establishments, ' which 
deserves a most attentive perusal, has properly 
distinguished between compulsion and restraint. 



' Church History, Vol II, chnp. 17. 



We have no right, indeed we have no power, 
to compel a man to be a Christian— we could 
only make him put oa the mask of hypocrisy— 
but we have a right to restrain him from 
propagating those notions which are deroga- 
tory to God, and by consequence injurious to 
his fellow -creatures. The first would be per- 
secution ; the last is only a becoming zeal for 
the honour of him whose servants, men, in 
their civil, as well as in their private capacity* 
ought to be. If this principle he admitted, 
we have the authority for those indifferent 
forms and regulations which must be found 
in every established church. ' Few persons, 
I think,' says Milner, ' will dispute the prin- 
ciple of general expediency and utility, as 
directly applicable to this important subject. 
Has not every state a right to ordain what is 
conducive to its preservation, and the good " 
of society .' And for these purposes is any 
thing to be compared with right religion, and 
the fear of God t What shall hinder then, 
but that the state has the same right to make 
laws concerning religion, as concerning pro- 
perty, commerce, and agriculture? Is it not 
a great mistake to separate religious consider- 



atioiu from civil? And white you attempt 
to do 80 in theory, will it not be found impos- 
sible in practice I And should not laws be 
always made for practice, and not for mere 
speculation ? The more the governors feel 
the importance of religion, (I speak not now 
for the next life, but for this,) the more con- 
cerned will they be to establish it. They 
must do so, if they regard even the temporal 
good of their subjects. Then, briefly, these 
three considerations, viz.— ]st. The clear evi- 
dences by which Christianity is supported. 
Sndly. The importance of its doctrines : and 
3dly. General expediency, appear to rae to 
supply materials for an argument in favour 
of ecclesiastical establishments, whirb admits 
of no satisfactory answer. Thus — the gospel 
is of divine authority ; its fundamentals are 
revealed with so much clearness, aud are 
of so much consequence to the interests of 
mankind, that they cannot be rejected with- 
out great wickedness of heart ; even the wrath 
of God is declared to abide in him thai 
believeth not the Son. Under these circum- 
stances, will any man, who thinks it the duty 
of the supreme power to consult the good 



of the Gommnnity, believe it a matter of iu- 
differeDce, whether suitable forms of prayer 
and thanksgiving, or, in short, whether a 
venient and well-digested liturgy, founded on 
the genuine principles of revealed rehgion, 
be composed for public use, and also whether 
proper persons and places be provided by the 
state, for the worship of God, and for the 
instruction of the people ? ' 

And after all, what is meant, when a 
ligion is said to be established ! Is it not 
that there are conferred by law certain rights 
on the professors of that religion 1 Tlien few, 
if any separatists can be found, who, if the 
Church of England is antichrist: an for being 
an established church, do not share her guilt. 
* The toleration act,' said Lord^Mansfield, ' has 
rendered the dissenters' way of worship not 
only innocent, but lawful ; has put it not 
merely under the connivance, but under the 
protection of the law ; Aas established it.' 
' And ' says Mr. Speaker Onslow, ' as far as 
the authority of law can go in point of protec- 
tion, the dissenters are as trulij established 
as the church of England.^ It is no answer 
to assert that the episcopal church is here 
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pre-eminently established, and endowed. If it 
be wrong for civil laws to interfere with, and 
assign rights and privileges in one case, it mast 
be equally wrong in another. And let us see 
how, in this respect, the dissenters are really 
circnmstanced. I quote from the recently 
published pamphlet of an author,' strenuously 
opposed to the established church. Address- 
ing the dissenters, he says, ' your ministers 
do not refuse every government or political 
indulgence ; they accept of exemption from 
military duty, and from serving on inquests and 
juries; and they are right: it is of immense 
advantage that, free from such secular calls, 
they may '' give themselves entirely to the 
word of God, and to prayer;" but where b 
the theory? Strictly keeping to that, what 
business has the government to know them as 
ministers, or as any thing but Englishmen; 
Xiaws, it seems, then, may be made to confer 
special immunities upon ecclesiastics. Your 
chapels too, under certain conditions, are 
exempt from taxation ; nay, there is a parlia- 
mentary grant, formerly denominated the 
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' Reginm Donum ; ' annually voted for the 
augmeDtatioo of the small livings of dissenting 
ministers ; this, though strongly ohjected to by 
some, is accepted by others^ it is dispensed 
according to the individual discretion, T be- 
lieve of certain ministerial trustees, who liave 
each a part at their disposd ; and I doubt not, 
it carries gladness to the habitation and the 
heart of many a worthy man.' — Thus dissent- 
ing churches are not only established, but 
endowed. 

It may be urged that no preference should 
be shewn to one denomination above another ; 
that the civil magistrate should be neutral. 
With respect to all religions f Are Judaism 
and Heathenism to be on the same footing witit 
Christianity? If so, you, as legislators, for- 
get God: idolatry, we are told in scripture, 
is " an iniquity to be punished by the 
judge." ^ If the neutrality is not to extend 
to all religions, you must draw the line of 
demarcation somewhere : where that is to be, 
is another question ; for then it ceases to be 
a. question of principle ; it is no longer, to 
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those who iaveigh against the dominant church, 
a point of conscience, it has degenerated into 
an unholy contest for pre-eminence and power. 

The preceding' observations apply chiefly 
to the lawfulness of a church establishment. 
It may be defended also on the ground of its 
necessity. 

It is sometimes laid down as a principle, 
that there ought to be no compulsory provision 
for the clergy : let every one, it is said, pay 
his clergyman, in the way he pays his lawyer, 
and his physician, — -as he wants him, A full 
answer to this, is the fact, that the persons 
who need clerical instruction the most, are 
the last to desire it. He who believes the 
bible — and with such I argue — cannot doubt 
this truth. If therefore the gospel is ever to 
be exhibited in its rich profusiop of blessing 
to all the world, penetrating into the dark 
corners of the earth, inviting the unwilling, 
alarming the careless, rebuking the profligate, 
it must be by means of some provision made 
for, and not 6y those who so much need its 
benefits. It is on this principle that Missionary 
Societies act, and must act, to support for a 
nation that Christian ministry, which the na- 
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tion will not support for itself. In no other 
way, in the ordinary course of things, could 
a country be converted to the faith. " How 
shall they hear without a preacher'! and how 
shall they preach except they be sent?" Eveo 
if a footing be gained !n a pagan land, and 
some part he taught to love the truth, and 
to honour very highly their teachers, yet out 
of the pale of that Christianized portion, 
there will be the same necessity as heretofore 
for external aid ; and if there be not some 
adequate resources, the mass of the population 
will long, long remain in darkness, and by 
very slow degrees, dependant upon individual 
zeal and ability, if at all, emerge into spiritual 
light. At Rome, with all her religious advan- 
tages, paganism long lingered ; and had there 
not been at length a full establishment of 
Christianity by Theodosius, it might for cen- 
turies longer have maintained its hold.' 

The same reasoning applies to a people all 
nominally Christian. In every such nation 
there are multitudes who have no love for the 



' Vide Milner'a Church History, Volii. c 
and Moaheim'a Eecles. History, cent. iv. 
and cent' v, part i- chap- L 
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(gospel, no anxiety to seek after the means of 
grace. And is a state, a Christian state, to 
leave these individuals to the miserable cod- 
sequeuces of their carelessness? — it were more 
humane to deprive tiie starving poor of bread, 
than to look calmly on such a " famioe of the 
word of the Lord." — or is it, with ill-timed 
Hcrupulosity, to refuse to interfere, because 
there may be some who disapprove of its inter- 
fering t The principle of non-interference, if 
it he worth any thing, must be pushed to its 
full extent : and then it will destroy the very 
frame of society, and men will have to he no 
farther bound to obey the civil power, than as 
they, in their individual capacity, approve its 
acts. 

Besides, if all were willing to provide for 
themselves the religious instruction they need, 
they would, if npt assisted by the state, fail 
in their object. The poorer districts, — pre- 
cisely those without religious instruction, the 
most wretched — would be most neglected ; 
indeed the poor generally, from their inability 
to contribute to a minister's support, would 
he almost excluded from, the means of grace; 
and this not by an accident or abuse, but by 
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the natural working of such a system. Many 
villages and parishes would be left without a 
pastor ; and to many clergymen when removed 
by death, there would be with difficulty found 
successors. This is, I believe I am correct 
in saying, with lamentable frequency the case, 
in the United States of America. 

' The two states of Connecticut and Rhode 
island .... are merely separated by a meridio- 
nal line ; bnt we know on the authority of Dr. 
Dwight .... who was neither an episcopalian 
nor an Englishman, that the one state pre- 
sented, down to a recent period, a mere 
contrast to the other in its religious aspect. 
The Bhode-islanders resisted the support of 
the public worship of God hy law, leaving it 
to be regulated entirely by the demand for it. 
The people of Connecticut .... enforced it ; 
and accordingly, whilst the latter state was, 
for along time, duly provided with means for 
keeping alive the knowledge of God, the 
former, with the exception of the large towns, 
had scarcely a well-educated minister through- 
out it ... . and the inhabitants were .... 
thereverseof their neighbours, low, licentious, 
and ignorant .... Dr. D. is scarcely cold in 
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his grave, before Connecticut throws the tax 
off ... • and leaves it at the option of every 
individual to belong to a congregation or not, 
only requiring him, if he does so, to pay his 
dues .... and with this effect, that when a 
chapel has been vacant, by the death of the 
incumbent, his place has not been supplied ; 
and the district which enjoyed his services, 
now left without any sabbath instructions 
whatever, gives melancholy attestations to the 
native listlessness and unconcern of its 
families. ' ^ 

A Christian government therefore, and of 
such I am speaking, convinced of the value 
and necessity of true religion, is boimd', in the 
due discharge of that authority, for which it 
must account to God, to provide for the re* 
ligious instruction of its subjects. Can it be 
otherwise rendered stable? It must lay its 
foundations deep and strong in religion^ if it 
Ivould have the blessing of him by whom 
** kings reign, and princes decree justice." 
An argument of this kind is however less ap- 
plicable to our own country than to others. 

* Quarterly Review, No. xcvii. 
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For the church of England has been hereto- 
fore endowed, mainly by private munificence: 
what she has to ask, therefore, of the state, is, 
not a state provision, but the protection ex- 
tended to other orders, in the possession of her 
property. 

There is another most important nse of an 
endowment. It renders the minister inde- 
pendant of those among whom he labours. I 
do not mean that he is to be exempted from 
control : let him be amenable to those above, 
hut not to those below him. For if his congre- 
gation be able, at their pleasure, to diminish, 
or deprive him of, his salary, who, that knows 
what human nature is, will not tremble at 
the temptation thus generated for him to 
" prophesy smooth things," and if not to cry 
" peace, peace, when there is no peace," at 
least to invest truth with a garb that may 
disguise its sterner features. And if a man 
has grace to resist this temptation, and in the 
spirit of the ancient Baptist, to rebuke faith- 
fully those on whom he depends for bread, 
ought they for this to have power to starve 
him I I believe the annals of many con- 
gregations could furnish lamentable proof 
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of the baneful tendency of the voluntary 
system. 
' Let then/ I quote the language of Dr. 
Chalmers, ' our ecclesiastical malcontents, as- 
cribe what corruption they will to the es- 
tablishments of England and Scotland, we hold 
them to be the destined iDstrumenti; both for 
propagating and for augmenting the Chris- 
tianity of our land, and should never cease 
to regret the overthrow of this mighty ap- 
^^_ paratus, as a catastrophe of deadliest import 
^^H to the religious character of our nation.' ' 
^^H And the other parts of our establishment, 
^^H laws, liturgy, &c. are most necessary, if we 
^^H would expect to preserve the purity of doc- 
^^H trine. It is no objection to say that some 
^^^ churches with laws and liturgies, as the church 
of Rome, have erred. Their errors have 
arisen, not from their possessing, but from 
their departing from scriptural formularies. 
The church of Geneva once possessed a con- 
fession, a catechism, and other formularies. 
So long it retained its orthodoxy. It dis- 
carded them, and lapsed into heresy." It is 
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much more reasonable to suppose, that if you 
erect and authorize a standard of doctrine, 
the faith will be better kept than without one : 
in fact, you have otherwise no security for the 
principles of public teachers : they may teach 
the truth to-day, they may advocate the most 
monstrous errors to-morrow. We have, in our 
own country, a proof of the fearful peril of that 
body of men which ventures to launch thus 
rudderless upon the stormy ocean of the 
world. The Presbyterians of England are 
now chiefly Arians, or Sociniana. ' Woe,' 
says the late Dr. Buchanan ' to the declining 
church which hath no gospel liturgy ! ' But if 
a scriptural standard be retained, even though 
the practice become corrupt, there is hope 
that a church may revive : it may cast off the 
slough of ages, it may resume its beautiful 
garments, it may again be decked with glory. 
" Yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall 
return, and shall be eaten : as a teil tree and 
as an oak, whose substance is in them, when 
they cast their leaves : so the holy seed shall 
be the substance thereof," The preservation 
of the Syrian church in India is a remark- 
able example of this. Separated from other 
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chnrches, surrounded by idolatry, it had, 

centuries ago, in all human probability, ex- 
pired, had it not enjoyed the advantages of 
daily prayers, and daily portions of the scrip- 
ture in its liturgy. It has survived ; and now 
' the long smouldering embers of the Syrian 
altar are beginning to burn anew ; the form 
of religion, which their recognized liturgy 
and ecclesiastical jurisdiction had preserved 
in the darkest of times, is becoming again ani- 
mated with the power.' ' May we then neglect 
the means, which, under God, have proved so 
beneficial to the preservation of divine truth ? 
No : we are bound to make those provisions 
which are most likely to convey the blessings 
we enjoy to future generations. We are 
bound to leave memorials, and to set up way- 
marks for posterity. The love we bear our 
children demands it of us; the welfare of the 
church demands it of us ; the order of God's 
dealings, bringing about his purposes by human 
instrumentality, demands it of us. 



ON LECTUHE II. 

Note D. Page 35. 

Our church, in beginning her service with 
confessiou, follows the example of the earliest 
ages. 'To begin morning prayer with con- 
fession of sins,' says L'Estraage, ' I may call 
the catholic custom of the primitive church,'* 
De node populus surgens antelucano tem- 
pore domum precationis petit, in labors, tri- 
, bulatione, et lacJirymis indesinentihus, facta 
adDeum confessions, saith Basil,^ ' early in the 
morning, at break of day, the people rising, 
go straight to the house of prayer, making 
confessiou of their sins to God, with much 
sorrow, sobs, and tears,' Which custom, lest 
it should be thought a peculiar of his own 
church, was, he tells us, consonant to all other 
churches. Nor is he only a witness for con- 
fession, but for confession so qualified as ours, 
the congregation repeating the words after 



' Alliance of Divine Offices. 



' Epiat, 63. 



' the minister, suis quisque verbis resipis- 

, centiam prqfitetur, ' every man pronouncetii 

his own confession with bis own mouth, 



ON LECTUBE III. 



Note E. Pag:e 55. 
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The doxology is of very great antiquity. 
S, Basil derives it very high, cites Iren^us for 
the use of it, calls it antiquam vocem, a 
phrase of great antiquity. Justin mentions it,' 

sin airXaJf 15 n^o; t« iiaiipa,, KaJ tJv vlJy, Ka.\ to> 

glorifying the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, without a sound confession of the 
Trinity, is not enough to save us." 

It is worthy observation that the Arians 
altered this hymn of glory; whereupon there 
ensued, about the year 349, a dissension in the 
church of Antioch. In their choirs, say the old 



' Eipoiitio fii 



' Vide L-Estrange. 



ecclesiastical writers, wiiile (hey praised God 
together, as the manner was, at the end of 
the psalms which they sung, it appeared what 
opinion every man held : forasmuch as they 
glorified, some the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost ; some the Father, by the Son, 
in the Spirit; the one sort thereby declaring 
themselves to embrace the Son's equality with 
the Father, as the council of Nice had de- 
fined : the other sort, against the council of 
Nice, his inequality. The variation, had it 
not become the touchstone of party, was of 
little consequence. S. Basil, considering it 
indifferent, occasionally adopted it; and was 
accused of suspicions and heretical innovation. 
' How hath the world,' says Hooker, ' forsaken 
that coarse which it sometime held ! How are 
the judgments, hearts, and affections of man 
altered ! May we not wonder, that a man of 
S. Basil's authority, and quality, an arch- 
prelate in the house of God, should have his 
name far and wide called in question, and be 
driven to his painful apologies, to write in his 
own defence whole volumes, and yet hardly to 
obtain with all his endeavour a pardon ; the 
crime laid against him being but only a change 
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of some one or two syllables in their usual 
church liturgy? It was thought in him an 
unpardonable offence to alter any thing; in 
us as intolerable, that we suffer any thing to 
remain unaltered.' ^ 



Note F. Page 55. 

The* recitation of psalms succeeds, in our 
service, confession and introductory prayer. 
Such also was the mode in S. Basil's time. 
Ab oratione surgentes, ad psalmodiam insti- 
tuuntur : rising from prayers they (i. e. the 
assembly) fall to singing of psalms. 



ON LECTURE IV. 



Note G. Page 82. 



The reading of lessons out of the Old, as 
also out of the New Testament, is in punctual 

^ Eccles. Polity. Book v. chap. 42. 
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imitation of the ancient church : ts wsa- 

t£» vfifrftZii ayayiyaa-Kcrai liixfK ifX."?^'' SayS 

Justin Martyr,! ^^ commentaries of the 
apostles, and writings of the prophets are 
read, as the time permits. 

It was also the primitive custom often to 
appoint set lessons, and not to leave their 
selection to the minister.^ 



ON LECTURE V. 

Note H. Page 102. 

The creed, or confession of faith, was, in 
the first age of the Christian church, doubtless 
very short. There was probably no other 
than the confession of belief in the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. But, as errors arose, 
it became necessary to meet them by additional 
articles. Thus, it is said, that " Maker of 
heaven and earth," was inserted in opposition 
to Menander, who held that the world was 

' Vide L'Estrange. 
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created by angels: " his only Son, bom of the 
virgin Mary," in opposition to Ebion and 
Cerinthus, who maintained that Christ was a 
mere man, begotten by Joseph: "crucified, 
dead, and buried," in opposition to Simon 
Magua, who denied Christ's incarnation, say- 
ing that all his conversation here on earth was 
in appearance only, not in verity. And thus 
the creed became rather a collection of facts, 
than a deduction of doctrines. 

If this, their especial object, be borne in 
mind, many of the objections raised against 
our creeds will vanish. A clergyman has 
lately arraigned what he calls ' the poverty ' 
of the three creeds. ' In referring to the 
first of these symbols, I utter a long-sup- 
pressed astonishment, that this indefinite, de- 
ficient, and ill-asssorted compend of the 
gospel, could ever have been palmed upon the 
universal church under the abused name of the 
apostles' creed. It maintains a deep and dead 
silence on the two grand fundamental doc- 
trines of revelation — original sin, and the 
atonement.' ' With regard to the Athanasian 
symbol .... it is a dry, abstract, unapplied, 
series of positions about the Trinity, a theory 
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without an explicit refereuce to practical 
utility.' '■ 

Mr. Riiand, id these passages* has over- 
looked the particular object of creeds, ubove 
noticed. — It may also be replied to his ob- 
jections, that, if creeds are to be recited in a 
public service, — and that it is well so to recite 
them, and not to let them slumber, as articles 
too often do, experience, I think, has proved 
— they must be short : if they are to be uni- 
versally received, they must be general : were 
they lengthened, and discursive, they would 
minister materials of endless controversy. 

It is further specially objected that the 
apostles' creed is most unfit to be used iu the 
baptismal service, very principally because it 
has no reference, it is asserted, to original sin 
and the atonement.- It might he replied that 
it was the practice of the early church so to 
use it. Ruffinus tells us it was the early 
Roman mode: qui gratiam bapfismi suscep- 
turi sunt, JideliuTn, populo audiente symhalum 
reddunt, they who are about to receive the 
grace of baptism, rehearse the creed in the 
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hearings of all the faithful.' But we may 
take higher ground. The argument of Mr. 
Riiand will apply with greater force to the 
Tery simple confession which Philip the evan- 
gelist required of the Ethiopian eunuch.* We 
are conteat to be condemned in such company. 



I 



ON LECTURE VII. 
Note I. Page 144. 
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The following quotation is from L'Estrar^' 
'As for the litany used in our church, a 
very near resemblance it hath with that de- 
mised by S. Gregory, if he were the author 
of the Sacramentary, as I am prone to helieve 
he was. The first part of it, whose respon- 
sory terminations are " have mercy upon us," 
Beems to be an exemplification of the most 
ancient forms ; for in those liturgies extant 
under the names of misreputed authors, which 
nevertheless retain some relics of remote 
antiquity, n^ff B>.i-iiaiy is the great ingredient 
' In Symholum. ' Vide Acts 



into the litanies^ between these and the de- 
precatory part, immediately before " remember 
not. Lord, our iniquities," &c. grew that ex- 
crescence of misguided zeal, and the fore- 
mentioned address to the saints, which onr 
church worthily expunged. Those answers 
of " good Lord, deliver us," vary little from 
the ancient mode. Those of "we beseech 
thee to hear us, good Lord," pretend a near 
conformity to that model mentioned in the 
Clemeotine Constitution,' and which answer- 
eth in substance to our prayer for the whole 
state of Christ's church : for that aumnTii 
KaSaijKii, or catholic collect, as it is styled lq 
the old liturgies, which was a prayer for the 
catholic church, was essentially the same with 
ours in the communion office, and differed 
in fashion only, being rehearsed litany-wise 

As for the so frequent repetition of 

" Lord, have mercy upon us," in all pro- 
bability, Christianity did not devise it new, 
but imitated elder patterns, I mean that 
mode of the 136th psalm, where " for his 
mercy endureth for ever," is iterated no less 
tiwn twenty-six times, and which versicle 



■was used litany-wise, (i. e. returned by the 
people,) in the service of the temple, as is 
evident, 1 Chron. xvi. 41, and 2 Chron. 
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ON LECTURE IX. 



Note K. Page 178. 
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Some of the objections most frequently 
tirged against the ritual uf the ^English church, 
are made to her occasional offices. In the 
burial service, for instance, it is often asserted 
that the minister pronounces the salvation of 
the deceased certain, even though his pre- 
ceeding life may have been unchristian, and 
his character notorious ; " we therefore com- 
mit his body to the ground .... in sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection Ho eternal 
life." Now though indisputably the church 
intended to use the language of charity re- 
specting those whose bodies she thus consigns 
to the grave, yet it is most clear that she 
never meant to- affirm of every man that he 
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■will rise to eternal life. The words are " in 
auje, &c. of the resurrection," — the resur- 
rection generally, not necessarily that of par- 
ticular individuals. But the question is in- 
controvertibly settled by the fact, that at the 
last review, the sentence was changed : it 
formerly stood " in sure and certain hope of 
resurrection to eternal life ; " an alteration 
was made, and the article " the " was inserted, 
on. purpose to shew that the sense is general, 
as I have explained it. 

The expressions of the burial service may 
be defended upon solid grounds : the real 
objection, therefore, is only that many hearers 
are not acquainted with the explanation, and 
may misunderstand them. But as it has been 
acknowledged by a writer who wishes thera 
altered, ' it is far more easy to see the dif- 
ficulty, than to remedy it. Shall we have a 
neutral form which says nothing 1 or, shall we 
have one form for believers, and another for the 
wicked, leaving each clergyman to make his 
choice between them ? This is a responsibility, 
which no clergyman would dare to be charged 
with. The alteration, or omission of a very 
few words, would, however, in this instance, 



ease the minds of many ; though, when these 
words are altered, the service, as a whole, 
a till s apposes the departed person a true 
servant of Christ, and therefore, in its spirit, 
is inapplicable to the case of the wicked. 
The question goes to the structure of all our 
services, and must be looked at, and dealt 
with, as a whole.' • 

The objection against the burial, and other 
services of the established church, is simply 
that the church assumes the sincerity of the 
worshippers. It is easy to say, that the fact 
1b otherwise, and that charity, unsupported by 
fact, is misplaced : it is not easy — it is hardly 
possible — to say, on what other principle public 
prayer can be offered. The prayers of dis- 
senters are obliged to rest on exactly the same 
basis. I refer, in illustration of this point, to 
an anecdote related in the memoir of Legh 
Richmond. That venerated clergyman was 
present, in a private family, when the late 
Mr. A. Fuller, a leading dissenter of his day, 
who had objected, on the ground I have 
mentioned, to the service-book, offered up a 

' Christian Obaerver. 



prayer. Mr. R. afterwards addressed him — 
'Your prayer is liable to the same objection 
which you make to the services of our church. 
Your petitions for pardon and grace, your 
aeknowledgmenf of guilt, your hope and con- 
fidence in God, were all generally offered up, 
without quaiificatioD, as expressive of the 
feelings and seattmeiits of the whole assembly.' 
' How would you have me pray t ' ' Precisely 
as you did, but you must no longer adhere to 
your objection : for you were not warranted to 
believe, except in the judgment of charity, 
that all the members of the family were sincere 
worshippers. You have this night authorized 
the principle, on which our services were con- 
structed, by your example.' ' So long as an 
individual is not removed, by the sentence of a 
competent tribunal, from the communion of the 
church, he must be admitted a partaker of 
all the outward privileges of the faithful. It 
might perhaps he well to draw the reins of 
ecclesiastical discipline tighter '. it would not 
be well to lower the services of the church to 
the standard of the world. 
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' Memoir of the Rot. Lcgh Eichraond, p. 504. 4th edition. 



The objection to tLe baptismal office is of 
precisely the same nature. It assumes the 
regeneration of the person baptized ; whereas, 
in multitudes, when they are come to years of 
discretion, no evidence of reg;eneration ap- 
pears, and therefore it may be most fairly and 
reasonably concluded that no such change has 
taken place. This is confessedly an intricate 
question ; the more so, because different in- 
dividuals in our church have embraced and 
eagerly defended opposite opinions. I shall 
not enter into an elaborate discussion of it : 
I shall only attempt to shew briefly that our 
formularies are not un accord ant with the 
standard of scripture. 

The language of the baptismal service is, 
it is said, too strong. 'But,' says Hooker,^ 
' ' when the apostle saw men called to the 
participation of Jesus Christ, after the gos- 
pel embraced, and the sacrament of life re- 
ceived, he fearetli not then to put them in the 
number of elect saints; he then occounteth 
them delivered from death, and clean purged 
from all sin.- Till then, notwithstanding 



their pre-ordiuatioa nnto life, which none 
could know of, saving God, what were they, 
in the apostle's own account, but children of 
wrath as well as others, plain aliens, altogether 
without hope, strangers, utterly without God in 
this present world I ' So that by sacraments, and 
other sensible tokens of grace, we may bold- 
ly gather, that he, whose mercy vouchsafeth 
now to bestow the means, Lath also long sithence 
intended us that whereunto they lead. I 
let ua never think it safe to presume of our 
own last end, by bare conjectural collections 
of his first intent and purpose, the means fail- 
ing that should come between. Predestination 
bringeth not to life, without the grace of 
external vocation,^ wherein our baptism is 
implied. For, as we are not naturally m 
without birth, so neither are we Christian 
men in the eye of the church of God, but 
by new birth; nor, according to the manifest 
ordinary course of divine dispensation, new- 
born, but by that baptism which both declareth 
and maketh us Christians. In which respect 
we justly hold it to be the door of our actual 



^ Vide Eph. u. 3, 13. 




entrance iato God's boase, the first apparent 
begiDning^ of life,' a seal perhaps to tke grace 
of election before received, but to our sanctifi- 
cation here, a step that hath not any before it.' 

It will hardly, I think, be denied that some 
spiritual benefit vas intended to be received 
in baptism : every sound divine will admit that 
there are properly two parts in a sacrament, 
the " outward visible sign," the " inward 
spiritual grace ; " and the question is, first, 
whether these two parts can be separated, and 
then, if they may, whether the church is 
justified in returning thanks to God on every 
occasion, " for that it hath pleased thee to 
regenerate this infant." 

To the first part I cannot reply better than 
in the words of Bishop Jeremy Taylor. 
* The sacraments of the church work in the 
virtue of Christ, hut yet only upon such as 
are servants of Christ, and hinder not the 
work of the Spirit of grace. For the water 
of the font, and the spirit of the sacrament are 
indeed to wash away our sins, and to purify 
our souls, but not unless we have a mind to 



• 'Afxi ff" ?w?( t1 pdjrrmf/^. BmII de Spir. Suict. rap. 
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be pnrified .... In baptism St. Peter observes 
there are two parts, the body and the Spirit : 
that is, rapKOf dviSfai^ ^ivtu, the putting away 
of the filth of the Sesb, that is the material 
washing; and this is baptism, no otherwise 
than a dead corpse is a man ; the other ia 

ffvyciS^o-ca;; dyxi^f ivipu-crjita, the aOSWer of a 

^od conscience towards God, i. e. the con- 
version of the soul to God ; that's the effec- 
five disposition in wliich baptism does save us, 
and in the same sense are those sayings of the 
primitive doctors to be understood, aninia 
non lavatione, sed responsione sancitur,^ the 
soul is not healed by washing, viz. alone, but 
by the answer, the tV(j<jT);no in St, Peter, the 
correspondent of our part of the covenant, 
for that's the perfect sense of this unusual ex- 
pression. And the effect is attributed to this, 
and denied to the other, when they are dis- 
tinguished. So Justin Martyr,^ affirms the 
only baptism that can heal us, is repentance 
and the knowledge of God. For what need 
is there of that baptism that can only cleanse 
the flesh and the body i Be washed in 

_» Ten. de. Res. Cam, ' Adv. Tryphon, Jud. 
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your flesh from wrath and coveteousaes s, 
from envy and hatred; and behold, the body 
is pure. And ClemeDg Alexandrinus upoo 
that proverbial saying iSi j*^ \avrpf, i>Ai m'p 
jtoSa/is,-, be not pure in the laver, but in the 
mind, adds, " I suppose that an exact and a 
firm repentance is a sufficient purification to 
a man; if judging and considering ourselves 
for the facts we have done before, we proceed 
to that which is before us, considering that 
which follows, and cleansing or washing our 
mind from sensual affections and from former 
sins," Just as we use to deny the effect to 
the instrumental cause, and attribute it to the 
principal, in the manner of speaking, when 
our purpose is to affirm this to be the prin- 
cipal and of chief influence For 

baptism is but the material part in the 
sacrament ; it is the Spirit that giveth life, 
whose work is faith and repentance begun 
by himself without the sacrament, and con- 
signed in the sacrament, and actuated aad 
increased in the co-operation of our whole 
life. And therefore baptism is called in the 

Jerusalem creed, ** jBtiirTifffia fteTovoia; ei( afta-ir 

T»» cifiaijTiu*, one baptism of repentance for the 
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remission of sins: and ty Justin Martyr,* 

XavTfir T^f ftfraytlai; Kai T^f ytaa-ai^ TOu 0toi!, t inif 
T^i i*(|ii/ac Tu> Xtt™ Ttu StsE yeyOKv, tllR baptism of 

repeotance and the knowledge of God, which 
was made for the sins of the people of God. 
He explains himself a little after tJ ^dttnaiui 

baptism that caa only cleanse them that are 
penitent .... Faith and repentance strip 
the old man naked, and make him fit for 
baptism, and tben the Holy Spirit, moving 
upon the waters, cleanses the soul and makes 
it to put on the new man, who grows up to 
perfection and a spiritual life, to a life of 
glory, by our verification of our undertaking 
in baptism on our part, and the graces of the 
Spirit on the other. For the waters pierce 
no farther than the skin, till the person puts 
off his affection to the sin that he hath con- 
tracted ; and then he may say, aqure intra- 
verunt usque ad animam meam, the waters are 
entered even unto my soul, to purify and 
cleanse it, by the washing of water and the 
renewing of the Holy Spirit.' ' 
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' Life of Christ. Part I. Sect, i; 
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This long passage — though perhaps to some 
expressions in it some exceptions might be 
taken — is most valuuhle, as shewing that, in 
Bishop Taylor's mind, it had ever been the 
doctrine of the Christian church, that the 
outward sign might be had alone, and would 
then be without profit. 

The startling proposition was sometime ago 
advanced by a modern divine that baptism 
was, in all cases, hiseparably connected with 
regeneratiou, and it was vehemently maintain- 
ed, that such was the exclusive doctrine of our 
church. This ground, however, was soon 
found untenable; it was therefore narrowed 
to the assertion that ' infant baptism is re- 
garded by the church as conferring regene- 
ration simply and without reserve.' ' The 
chief argument employed is that a qualification 
is inserted for those of riper years, " doubt ye 
not.... that he will favourably receive the 
present persons truly repenting, and coming 
unto him by faith," which is omitted in the 
office of infant baptism. It is inferred, that the 
church links regeneration to repentance and 



' Vide Quarterly Review, Vol. it. Art. 1 



faith in adults, but supposes it is conferred 
absolutely upon infants . Is not this, bo'w- 
ever, answered by the fact that infants are, 
in their own persons, incapable of repentance 
and faith, and that the church did not choose, 
as well she rni^bt not, to suspend the grace 
of baptism wholly on the sincerity of the god- 
fathers i The church here, on the spiritual 
principle of all her services, speaks of that 
which ought to be, as that which is — ^just as 
we say, a tree bears fruit, though there are 
many barren trees. And indeed, if baptism 
were always administered and followed up 
as it ought to be, if a child were always 
brought in faith, and with real sincerity dedi- 
cated to the Lord, if parents were always 
careful to inculcate baptismal privileges, and 
sponsors watchful to perform their baptismal 
engagements - — ■ who shall say, that, as the 
waters of Bethesda's pool were effectually 
moved to communicate, by the power of God, 
health and strength to him that stepped into 
them — who shall say that the Spirit of the 
liord would not then generally brood upon the 
waters of baptism, and that our sons would 
not grow up as young plants, and our daugh- 
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ters be as (he polished comers of tbe temple! 
The church has, in the baptismal service, 
set a high standard before us ; and we are 
bound to elevate our practice to her theory, 
rather than to bring that admirable theory 
down to our imperfect practice. — This subject 
has been well illustrated in Mr. Budd's Let- 
ters on Baptism. 

The church presumes that persons are rightly 
brought to her, she presumes they are the 
children of believing' parents, — and to such is 
the promise made, — and that they are brought 
in faith ; and therefore she expresses her 
belief that God will favourably receive these 
infants, embrace them with the arms of hia 
mercy, and bestow on them eternal life. She 
is right in expressiflg such a belief; it is the 
judgment of faith, and hope, and charity; she 
would be unworthy the name of a church 
if she had it not. Prayer is made to God ; 
his command is, outwardly at least, complied 
with ; and the church, which cannot know 
the heart, is bound to trust, in the absence 
of all evidence to the contrary, that tbe spiri- 
tual grace she asks is indeed bestowed. There 
is a striking command of Christ, which the 
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church is herein accurately obeying : " There- 
fore I say unto you, what things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that YE RECEIVE 
and je shall have them." ' And this con- 
sideration explains fully the baptismal service, 
and those recorded opinions of our reformers, 
that we ought to believe that we are regene- 
rate in baptism ; without which, they seem to 
contradict themselves : they speak, — as must 
always he the case when treating of a standard 
— of what ought to be ; yet he were but a 
bad logician who inferred from this, that they 
thought men always came up to this standard. 
Were we careful, I repeat, to perform our 
part in baptism, we should have no reason to 
complain that God neglected his part, — it 
wonld then be, I verily believe, what he pro- 
poses it to be, " the washing of regeneration, 
ihe renewing of the Holy Ghost." 

There are other objections sometimes made 
to the baptismal office — that we baptise infants 
— that we practise sprinkling — that we use 
sponsors. 

But scripture authority for infant-baptism 
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is, one would think, sufficiently decisive. For, 
to omit the very strong argument to be drawn 
from the admioistration to infants of circum- 
cision, we read that the apostles baptised 
whole households.' A. Baptist missionary 
could not do so; he would admit converts into 
the church individually, not, as the apostles, 
by households. And it has been proved by 
the late learned editor of Calmet, (whose 
tracts, now very scarce, it is to be wished were 
reprinted,) that oTko;, which the apostles are 
repeatedly said lo have baptised, in its primary 
and immediate sense, intends the children of a 
family. The practice of the Christian church, 
from the earliest antiquity, has been to admit 
infants into the pale of her communion. I 
shall refer to only one testimony. In the year 
412, Coelestius, the coadjutor of Pelagius, 
was cited before a synod in Carthage. He 
was accused of denying original sin; iindwhen 
he was pressed with the custom of the church 
in baptising infants as a proof of her belief, 
in all ages, that infants needed redemption, he 
maintained that they had no need of remission, 



i. 15. 1 Cor.i. 16. 
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but yet admitted tKat they oaght to be bap- 
tised, that tbej might be sanctified iD Christ. 
' A plain inference,' observes the church his- 
torian, ' seems deducible from this — that the 
right of baptizing infants was allowed on all 
sides to have been of apostolical and primitive 
authority. It is impossible that men, so shrewd 
and learned as Cnelestius and his master, would 
not have objected to the novelty of infant- 
baptism, had it been a novelty.' ' 

With respect to our custom of sprinkling 
in baptism, I must say, that never did dissen- 
tion arise in the Christian church on weaker 
grounds. That the quantity of water used 
can make a difference in the efficiency of the 
rite, is indeed a figment on a par with the 
popish traditions engrafted on the other sacra- 
ment. I think it suSicient to say that Mr. 
Taylor, in his tracts before alluded to, has set 
this point at rest ; and the rather, because our 
church sanctions dipping, equally with sprink- 
ling. If any parent desired it, undoubtedly 
the minister would immerse his child. 

The use of sponsors too is very ancient. 
For Boniface, a bishop in St. Augustine's 

' Milner's Church History, Vol. ii. Century t. Chap. 3. 
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time, knoving that (he church did univeraally, 
and of old custom, baptize infants with inter- 
rogatories, was desirous to learn from Augus- 
tine the true reason of the practice, I cannot 
do better than quote, as an answer, the lan- 
guage of Hooker. ' Baptism implieth a 
covenant or league between God and man ; 
wherein, as God doth bestow presently re- 
mission of sins, and the Holy Ghost, binding 
also himself to add (in process of time) what 
grace soever shall be farther necessary for tbe 
attainment of everlasting life ; so every bap- 
tised soul, receiving the same grace at the 
hands of God, tieth likewise itself for ever to 
tbe observation of the law, no less than the 
Jews, by circumcision, bound themselves to 
the law of Moses. The law of Christ requi- 
ring, therefore, faith and newness of life in 
all men, by virtue of the covenant which they 
make in baptism ; is it toyish, that the church, 
in baptism, exacteth at every man's hands an 
express profession of faith, and an irrevocable 
promise of obedience by way of solemn stipu- 
lation ? That infants may contract and cove- 
nant with God, the law is plain, ^ Neither is 
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the reason of the law obscure : for, sith it 
tendeth (we cannot sufficiently express how 
much) to their own good, and doth uo way hurt 
or endanger them to begin the race of their 
lives herewith; they are, as equity requireth, 
admitted hereunto, and in favour of their 
tender years, such formal complements of 
stipulation being requisite, as are impossible 
by themselves, in their own persons, to be 
performed, leave is given that they may suffi- 
ciently discharge them by others .... Because 
the answer, which they (sponsors) make to 
the usual demands of stipulation proposed in 
baptism, is not their own ; the church doth 
best to receive it of them in that form, which 
beat sheweth whose the act is. That which 
a guardian doth, in the name of his guard or 
pupil, standeth, by natural equity, forcible for 
his benefit, though it be done without his 
knowledge. And shaU we judge it a thing 
unreasonable, or in any respect unfit, that 
infants, by words which others utter, should, 
though unwittingly, yet truly and forcibly, 
hind themselves to that whereby their estate 
is so assuredly bettered J" 

' Ecclesiastical Polity, Bock v. chap. 64. 



I 



I 



^^1 I vill refer to only one other objection ; — it 
^^B is made to a part of the visitation office — the 
^^V form in wliich the absolution runs, " I absolve 
^^B thee." This assumes, it is said, to the minis- 
^^" ter, the prerogative of God who only can 
forgive sins': it embodies, we are gravely told, 
the essence of popery. But the act of abso- 
lution is held by our church to be declaratory 
only, intended to ascertain us of God's pardon, ^ 
and the words of the ritual sufficiently prove 
this, " Our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
left power to his church to absolve all sinners 
who truly repent, and believe in him .... for- 
give thee, 8tc."— to Christ belongs the power 
of forgiving, to the church is assigned the 
office of absolving, or declaring forgiven the 
penitent believer. It is true there is a particu- 
larity in the absolution in question, which 
we do not find in those of the daily and 
communion services, because tltey are address- 
ed to a whole congregation, in which there 
may be many who are not penitent, and there- 
fore not authorized to apply the declaration of 
pardon to themselves ; while this is to be said 



' Vide Bupra, p. 38. Vide Jewell's Apology, chap. ii. 1 



before an individual, confessing his sins, and 
" humbly and heartily desiring" forgiveness 
at God's hand. Is the ambassador of Christ 
to leave such a one in doubt? Is Lis com- 
missioD so vague, his message so uncertain, 
that he is not to proclaim, to such a broken- 
hearted penitent, the sure mercy of him who 
willeth not the death of any sinner ? If duly 
authorized ministers he God's ambassadors, 
surely they may [speak in God's name ; and 
their word delivered, according to his will, 
is to be taken as the voice of God. 



Note L. Page 193. 

It may be proper to advert to our form of 
church government, and to bring some proofs 
that it is on the primitive and scriptural model 
— they must necessarily be very brief. 

We have three orders of ecclesiastical per- 
sons, — bishops, priests, and deacons ; and we 
maintain that these three orders existed from 
the apostolic time. An objection is taken 
from the facts that bishops and deacons are 
mentioned as if they were the only two orders 



1 
I 

I 
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at Fhitippi ; ' and that rules for the ordinatioa 
of these two only are given in the scripture. 
It is inferred that no other order was then in 
existence. Bnt the answer is not difficult. The 
New Testament does not profess to furnish us 
with a regular code of laws, or catalogue of 
ofBcers ; for this, among other plain reasons, 
that the machiuerj of a. Christian church was, 
to some extent, in operation hefore any part 
of the volarae was composed. Hence there 
are many observances, — that, for instance, 
of the first day, as the Christian sabbath, 
vhich, rather from incidental notice, than by 
formal written enactment, we collect to have 
been practised. And therefore, even if the 
New Testament give no specific definition of 
an office, it is still very far from a proof that 
the office was not at the time in existence. 
But further, ' the naked question is, whether 
bishops and presbyters he the same officers ? 
we willingly allow that every bishop is a pres- 
byter ; but we strongly deny that every pres- 
byter is a bishop. It does not follow that all 
presbyters were of the same order with bishops. 
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merely because bishops are sometunes included 
under the name of presbyters. This argument 
would prove too much ^ it would prove that 
all presbyters were apostles. For the apostle 
John' calls himself a presbyter, and the 
apostle Peter" styles himself a fellow-presbyter 
.of the presbyters. But must we hence con- 
clude that all presbyters were apostles ? ' ' 
As the substance of an office must always be 
prior to its name, there is no difficulty in 
supposing that it might be some time before 
the appellation em'trKUfl-m, overseer, was re- 
strained to those pastors who possessed tho 
higher office. 

It may easily be shewn from scripture, 
that there were, in the apostolic age, pastors, 
not superior in rank only, but haying authority 
over other pastors, and this is the essence 
of episcopacy. Timothy and Titus are ad- 
dressed as holding episcopal power. They 
were to ordain faithful men in every city, 
they were to watch over the conduct of those 
so ordained, and they could, as judges, re- 
ceive accusations against such men — presbyters. 



I 



They had, therefore, the two powers of ordi- 
nation and of censure. Agaia, the angels of 
the Asiatic churches are supposed by our Lord 
to have authority to prove, to try, to depose 
unsound teachers — or else he would not have 
80 severely threatened those who had neglected 
this. If the power, in that primitive age, 
lay elsewhere than with an individual, if it 
were in the hands of a number of equal 
presbyters, if it depended on the will of 
laymen, there could be no propriety in the 
strict admonitions to a single individual, " I 
charge thee . . that thou observe these things 
.... lay hands suddenly on no man," &c.> 
'' that thou shouldest . . ordain elders . . as 
I had appointed thee."" 

It is sometimes urged that Timothy himself 
was ordained by a number of presbyters.' 
' But,' says one who was not an episcopalian, 
' I do not so take it, as though Paul did 
speak of the company of elders, but I 
understand, by that word, the very ordinance 
itself: as if he had said— make, that the 
grace, which thou hast received by laying 
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on of hands wbea I did create thee a priest, 
may not be void.'' Even if this interpretation 
be not admitted, the text would not prove 
the apostolic practice different from our own ; 
for certain presbyters lay their hands, in 
conjunction with the bishop, on the head 
of every one who is, in our church, ordained 
a priest. 

The authority of the fathers is most strong, 
that a bishop only could confer orders, and 
that without him, ordination was held invalid. 
Ignatius, an apostolical father, mentions the 
three orders, and requires that due obedience 
be paid to the bishop. The apostolic cEinons, 
which are certainly very ancient, particularly 
enjoin episcopal ordination eitia-«o«o( x^f""^^"^" 

ivi BlJ( ^ TpiSB fVlVfOIQIl'" 5r^(^,8lfT(p(( ijso hif iitiCKOinu. 

let a bishop be ordained by two or three 
bishops; a presbyter by one bishop. S.Je- 
rome, whose object was rather to depreciate 
episcopal power, asks, quid facere potest 
epixcopus, quod nonfacit presbyter, sola or- 
dinatione excepta 't ' what can a bishop do, 
which a presbyter does not, ardinatvtn only ex- 
Mi Inst. Boolt i». 3. 26. ' Ep. ad. Ev«b. 



ceptedi S. Athanasius also mentions a remark- 
able fact of an iudividual named Ischyras being 
disallowed as a priest, and adjudged to be a 
layman, because he had been ordaineii by one 
CoUutbus, who professed himself a bishop, but 
was in reality only a presbyter, ' It would be 
easy to multiply testimonies: in fact no one 
anciently disputed episcopal authority, till 
Aerius in the fourth century, disappointed in 
his hope of being made a bishop, endeavoured 
to prove that bishops and presbyters were 
essentially the same. How satisfactory his 
proofs were thought to be, the practice of the 
universal church may declare. For branches, 
the farthest separated, and the most discordant, 
have maintained the episcopal regimen. It 
has prevailed equally in the Greek church and 
in the Latin, among the simple Moravians, 
and the persecuted people of the Waldensian 
vallies, with us in England, and in the far-off 
Syrian church of Malabar. 

It is alleged that the oflGce of our deacon 

varies from the ancient model : chiefly, I 

I imagine, because it is assumed that the his- 



' In Apol. contra A 




NOTES. 255 

tory of the sixth chapter of Acts relates the 
establishment of that order in the church. 
But ' the sevec holy men meotioned in Acts 
vi, are never (in scripture) called deacons : 
they were appointed, on a singular occasion, 

to an extraordinary office altogether 

worldly and temporary. The persons called 
deacons by S. Paul, were probationers for a 
higher degree,' they were appointed as or- 
dinary and permanent officers of the church. 
And as the qualifications of deacons are nearly 
the same as the qualiQcatious of bishops, the 
fair inference is, that their office is of the 
same kind — ^that is, a spiritual office. Let 
any one read, without bias, the accounts as 
they stand in the scriptures, and he will be 
astonished that the temporary office of the 
seven holy men in the church of Jerusalem, 
should have been confounded with the per- 
manent office of the deacons of S. Paul.'* 

It is often maintained that the choice of 
ministers should rest with the people. But 
we have no example of this in scripture. The 
case of Matthias, which has been adduced, is 
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not in point. For he was constituted an 
apostle by the superaatural interference of God. 
And the seven holy men, (Acts vi.) selected 
by the people, were then appointed, as we 
have seen, to a lay, not a clerical office. And 
further, the directions of S. Paul to Timothy 
and Titus, prove that they, and not the people, 
made choice of ministers. On any other sup- 
position his admonitions would he out of 
place. 

I touch on only one more point. It is said, 
that in scripture, a church means a congre- 
gation of professing Christians, meeting for 
worship in one place, and therefore that we 
ought not to call all the congregations of this 
country, the church of England. It is simply 
answered, that we never read of the churches, 
but the church of Jerusalem. And yet there 
were many thousands there that believed,^ 
who could not by possibility meet in one place, 
but must form separate congregations. 

And in practice, it will often be found im- 
possible to act on a different principle than 
that which our church, following the primitive 



model, has adopted. I make the following 
quotation in proof of this, from an anthor ' 
to whom I have before allnded. ' I take,' 
says he, ' the case of a minister, supported by 
a county mission : he is appointed by that 
body : he serves three churches- — that is, in 
three distinct villages, he has a smalt number 
of communicants, who form in each place a 
separate church : he is pastor of all. Now, 
here is patronage or foreign appointment, 
perhaps lay- appointment : here is episcopal 
super in tendance and control ; for, to the min- 
ister, the members of the committee are in the 
place of an ecclesiastical superior, to them he 
is accountable, and by them he can be re- 
moved : here is plurality, three churches under 
one bishop ; or, if they are considered as one 
church, then we have a church consisting of 
persons who do not meet together in one 
place : here is endowment, in the form of an 
annual grant from a fund, not raised by the 
people who are instructed ;.... assistance, in 
addition to what is raised by the voluntary 
principle .... so important, that if it were 
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withdrawn, the man must remove, and the 
people perish. This instance shews that how- 
ever the theory may demand popular election 
to the pastoral office, support exclusively by vo- 
luntary offerings, and the freedom of churches 
and ministers from foreign control, yet there 
are cases in which the advocates of these 
principles depart from them all ; yes, and 
their departure is sanctified by the circum- 
stance, that a benevolent and holy expediency 
demands it.' 



THE END. 
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